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¢ƘŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ House and its surroundings,  
interesting people, charming stories, an abandoned inheritance 

ΧǇƭǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŦǊŀƳŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΗ 
 

 
Figure 1 Bowling's Farm House, Francis Vingoe, 1903i 

 

.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜΥ A History in Seven Parts 
by Peter Lansley1 

 

LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
¢ƘŜ !ƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳ 

! /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ Ŏмттл ς мупр 
!ƴ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ CŀǊƳΣ муун ς мфну 
! ¢ƛŜŘ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ мфну ς мфун 
! tǊƛǾŀǘŜ IƻƳŜΣ мфур ς 
¢ƘŜ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎΣ нлмс ς 

 

Introduction 
 

{ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘπƻƴπ[ƻŘŘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ bƻǊǘƘ IŀƳǇπ
ǎƘƛǊŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ DǊŜŜƴΥ ƴƛƴŜ DǊŀŘŜ LL ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ƻŦ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ π ²ƛƴǘƻƴ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ /мс ϧ /мтΤ CƻǳǊ 
²ƛƴŘǎ ϧ ²ŀȅōŀŎƪΣ /мтΤ ŀƴŘΣ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜΣ ŎмуллΣ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎΦ Other listed buildings close to the Green are: Sherrins Mead, C16; The 
Old Rectory, early C19; The Thatched Cottage, C17 & C18; The White Hart, C18; 
The Four Horseshoes, C16 & C19; and the Telephone Kiosk, C20!  

 
1 This account is based on a presentation organised by the Sherfield Village History Group, about .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ 
(now Court Farm House) to over 60 villagers and visitors, on 1st February 2023, at the Four Horseshoes, Sherfield-on-
Loddon; it includes some of the slides which were presented that evening. However, there is much more back ground 
information. An Appendix contains biographical details of owners, tenants and their families. For more information, 
please contact peterlansley@managementreality.com.                                                                               Published: 14.i.2025 

mailto:peterlansley@managementreality.com
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Figure 2 Winton Cottage, C16/C17 
Grade II Listed 

Figure 4 King's Barn, 1985. Consistent with 
original C16/C17 barn 

Figure 2 Goddard's Lane, houses ς most built before 1850, some much older. 
Track to Greenway - highlighted - steeped in history and mystery. 

hŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ DǊŜŜƴΣ тр҈ ŀǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
[ƛǎǘŜŘ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƴƻǘŀōƭŜΩ ōȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ2Φ 
9ŀŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǊƛŎƘ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ  

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΣ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ǎǿŜŜǇΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ 
aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŜǊŀǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴπ
ǘǳǊȅ ƘŜȅŘŀȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ DǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩ 
ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Court Farm House 
In the early 1800sΣ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜn known, replaced a much 
older farmhouse, probably constructed in the north Hampshire vernacular. This 
new house was built by its owner who lived in Reading, for his personal use. The 
farm leased to others who lived in the village. The Regency style house is a rare 
example in the village of ΨǇƻƭƛǘŜΩ3 architecture. 

 
2 Private discussions with architects, and conservations officers, and for example: Conservation Area Appraisal Sherfield 
on Loddon and Conservation Area Map Sherfield on Loddon, both Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, 2003 
3 tƻƭƛǘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘȅƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƻŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΤ ǊŜπ
flecting national or international architectural fashions, styles, and conventions; and paying no regard to the conven-
tional building practices and materials particular to a locality. 

Figure 3 The Plantation, 1947 Rural Social Housing 
 - exemplary design 

Figure 5 Court Farm House, 1800 
Grade II Listed 
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Apart from the construction of the verandah and the brick walls being painted 
white, both probably c1885, the front and side elevations have hardly changed; 
extensions and alterations at the rear are well out of view, thus preserving the 
characteristic Georgian symmetry.  

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
The farm has had many occupants. Some used the house as their country resi-
dence and leased the farm. Others lived in the house and worked the farm, either 
as owners or leaseholders. However, in 1928 .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ was sold to Sherfield 
Court Estate and the house became a Ψtied cottageΩ for the farm bailiffs of the es-
tate. This arrangement continued until 1982 when the estate was broken up, and 
the house auctioned together with some adjacent land. In 1985 the land holding 
and house were separated, and the house sold as a private dwelling, to Peter and 
Irene Lansley, who moved there, with two young children. 
 
A New Home 
Despite there being no heating in the house, other than open fires, in November 
1985 the family moved into a warm, charming even enchanting home, resonating 
with the happy lives of the previous families which had lived there, and into what 
was found to be a delightful community. 
 
Although the house was in good condi-
tion, (not as might be implied by the de-
lightful sketch made by Sarah Gaiger 
who had lived in the house), little work 
had been carried out on the historic 
part since a major refurbishment in the 
1880s, apart from repairs and mainte-
nance and the installation of electric 
sockets and lights.4 Its status as a tied 
cottage would have tenants from un-
dertaking any major changes, although 
there had been several farm-related al-
terations at the rear.  

 
4 In the 1950 a new fireplace was constructed in the present dining room and a new doorway to the Third Bedroom. 

c1800                                                                      1903                                                                   2018 
Figure 3 Bowling's Farm House through the ages 

                                          

Figure 4 Court Farm House, Sarah Gaiger, Village Calendar 1980 
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Best Kept Village 
Nineteen eighty-five was a year when Sherfield could be justifiably proud of its 
achievements, not least in winning the Hampshire Best Kept Village Competition. 
 
The comments of the celebrated authority and widely respected Roy Lancaster, 
who as Finals Judge captured the essence of Sherfield Green, the last remaining 
Common in the Parish; that there was a balance between ǘƘŜ ΨǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƳƻƻǘƘΩ5: 

ά[ŀǊƎŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƘŀǾŜƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōǳǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

άL ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
There is no doubt that Roy Lancaster considered Sherfield Green to be a well-
cared-for legacy, even an extraordinary legacy, for villagers and visitors to enjoy. 
  
The approach to the management of Sherfield Green which so impressed the 
judges prevailed until 2016, when the temptation to interfere could no longer be 
resisted by the Parish Council, with distressing ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƧŜǿŜƭΩ, introduced later. 
 
Impressive examples of community participation mentioned by Roy Lancaster 
were not hard to find, for example, with the development of the Cricket Field and 
Pavilion in the 1970s and Loddon Sports Pavilion in the late 1980s. Both involved 
visionary leadership from inspired ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ Ψōǳȅ-ƛƴΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳπ
munity, and a Parish Council committed to working with that community to facili-
tate the projects. 

 
      
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
5 Article by Roy Lancaster based on his judging notes for the Hampshire Best Kept Village Competition, 1985, JISC Ar-
chives, LAN/8/29, accessed 10/01 2025. 

View to the Globe House & gravel workings, c1935                                      Cricket Green, 2022 
Figure 5 In front of Court Farm    
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Sunday Exercise 
Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ Many were 
full of stories about the village and about Court Farm. 
 
Frequently mentioned was the large triangle of Grass between the ditch in front 
of Court Farm House and the access track to Court Farm, where every Sunday 
morning during the 1930s and WWll, bulls were exercised by the very smartly 
dressed Farm Bailiff - Mr Arthur Rickwood. 
 
άhƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘ wƻŀŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ŎŀǊ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

ŎƻƳŜ ōȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜŘ ŘŀƛƭȅΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛƭŀŎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ6 

ŀƴŘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΦ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƧŀŎƪŜǘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘǿŜŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƳƛπ

ƭŀǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŜΣ ŎŀǇΣ ōǊŜŜŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƎŀƛǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻǘǎ ǎƻ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ 7Φέ 

Older parishioners mentioned that before the war there were always cattle and 
horses on the Green, and that quite a few people nearby kept geese which would 
graze in front of Court Farm House. This was also  a place for drying the washing.   
 
άaƛŘǿŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wƻǎŜ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǿƛƭƭƻǿ 
ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǇǎ Ŏǳǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀǘǘƘŜǿǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ aȅǊǘƭŜ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƘǳƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ aŀǘπ
ǘƘŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǿ Ƙŀǘ ƻƴΣ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŎȅǘƘŜΦέ8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 Now  named [ƛǘǘƭŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ. 
7 5ƻƴŀƭŘ wƛŎƪǿƻƻŘΣ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ нлнлΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǎǘ wƻŀŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƴŀƳŜŘ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜΦ tƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ 
was made from Cheviot cloth. 
8 Donald Rickwood, Personal Communication, 2021. 

Figure 10 The grass triangle in 
front of Court Farm House 

Figure 11 Donald Rickwood's grandfather, 
Willam Rickwood, with a young bull 

Figure 12 Dairy Shorthorn Bull 
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¢ƘŜ tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ tŀǘƘ 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƴπ
ƎƭŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘπŘŀȅ ²ŜŜǇƛƴƎ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ DǊŜŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴ ōǳǘ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƻƴŘΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ όǿƘŜǊŜ IŀŦƻŘ ƴƻǿ 
ǎǘŀƴŘǎύ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ƴŘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘƘΣ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƻǊƛƎƛπ
ƴŀƭ h{ ƳŀǇǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ōǳǎȅ 
ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŜŜƴǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘ wƻŀŘ ǘƻπ
ǿŀǊŘǎ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǘƛƳŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ς ǘƘŜ tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ tŀǘƘΦ 
 
¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜΣ ƛƴ нлмсΣ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƭ 
ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƴƎƭŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴōƭƻŎƪ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ9Φ bƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎ 
ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ƴŘΦ 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  A Jewel 
Finally, by way of introduction, there is no doubt that Court Farm House is an at-
tractive house which presents itself well to the Green; compliments are not unu-
sual. Here are two from old timers. 
 
                                                ά¸ƻǳǊ IƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ tƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ WŜǿŜƭέ 

 

                                           άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎέ 
 
.ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΥ WŜǿŜƭǎ 
ƭƻƻƪ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ǉŀπ
ǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
{ǇƻƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ 

 
9 Although this was claimed to be a Gypsy Defence, quite clearly it would not be a deterrent to illegal encampments, 
and more likely would be an encouragement. Rather it was the first step towards creating an all-weather car park. That 
plan was subsequently dropped when parishioners showed that it contravened the Byelaws for Sherfield Green as well 
the Scheme of Regulation for Sherfield Green (Commons Act 1899) which governs construction work on the Green. 

Figure 13      OS 1871                                                             OS1894                                                               OS 1970 
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{ƻΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ΨƭƛǎǘƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ 
ƻǿƴŜǊΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǳƴπ
ŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ !ƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳ 
 
  

Whilst the Archaeology and Historic Buildings Record of Hampshire County Coun-
cil10, gives the date of the house as between 1800 and 1835, and British Listed 
Buildings11 gives early C19, other accounts suggest that it may be much older12. 
However, though the precise age of the house has not been established, it seems 
likely to have been built before 1820, possibly in 1807, replacing an existing farm-
house probably from at least Stuart times, ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǊƴ 
ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ά{ǘǳŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ όмсллǎύΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ¢ǳŘƻǊ όмрллǎύέΦ13 

 
Evidence from Maps 
¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴƛǎǘƛŎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ мтрф ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ, most probably the 
farmhouse, opposite a single property, probably Rose Cottage, quite near where 
Greenway meets the Cast RƻŀŘ όƴƻǿ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜύ. The Milne Map of 1791 
and the Greenwood Map of 1826 also show a building in the same position. The 
OS 1806 Triangulation14 and the OS 1810 map each show a property at an appro-
priate location, but the scale is such that it appears as a small square, the typical 
representation of a dwelling. The 1841 Tithe Map for Sherfield-Upon-Loddon15, 
provides more detailed information and larger scale OS maps from 1873 onwards 
give a clearer representation of the farm and farmhouse, as well as an indication 
of how the property changed.  On the Tithe Map and all the OS maps the plan of 
the main building is approximately square, with the later maps showing several 
additions. /ǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ƻȅŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳ όh{мутоΣ 
1875-77). Although no reason can be found for that name, in the 1850s a similar 
name, .ƻǿȅŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳ, was ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ōȅ 

 
10 https://maps.hants.gov.uk/historicenvironment/ 
11 https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101339606-court-farmhouse-sherfield-on-loddon#.Y4JLZhTP3IU, accessed 
15/1/2022 
12 For example, Sherfield upon Loddon: A Village History, G. Timmins, c2006. Also, several builders and surveyors 
have suggested that the house incorporates elements of an earlier building and that it could have been built with 
simple Georgian proportions any time from the mid-1700s, with some Regency elements added in the early 1800s. 
13 Brian Gaiger. Personal communication, 1989. This dating most probably was made by an experienced estate surveyor 
acting for the Sherfield Court Estate, but documentary evidence has not been identified. 
14 OS maps from 1873 onwards have been largely sourced from the collection of OS maps of National Library of Scot-
land, https://maps.nls.uk/os/. Earlier maps are from Old Hampshire Mapped, www.oldhampshiremapped.org.uk. 
15 Sherfield on Loddon Tithe Apportionment, 21M65/F7/206/1 & Sherfield on Loddon Tithe Map, 21M65/F7/206/2, 
Hampshire Archives, Hampshire County Council. 
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the then owner16. Perhaps ƛǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƻŦ ǎŜƭƭπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƛƳōŜǊΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ Possibly the name was 
mispronounced or poorly written when recorded by the OS surveyor17. On later 
ƳŀǇǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ όh{муфнΣ муфтΣ мфммΣ мфопΤ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ муфмΣ мфммΤ 
Auction notices 1882, 1891), and then Court Farm (OS1968). Finally, on OS maps 
published from the mid-1980s the farmhouse is called Court Farm House (OS mid-
1980s). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

).  

 

 

 

 
16 For example, the name .ƻǿȅŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳ was used in press advertisements, such as: ά.ƻǿȅŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ DǊŜŜƴΣ 
For Sale by Tender, One Hundred Oaks and р 9ƭƳ ¢ǊŜŜǎΧΦέ, Reading Mercury, 1 March 1856. 
17 For details of how OS surveyors recorded property names and other details see Map of a Nation: A biography of the 
Ordnance Survey, Barbara Hewitt, Granta Books, 2011 

Figure 18 Greenwood 1826, 1" to 1 mile 

Figure 17 OS Old Series c1810, 1" to 1 mile Figure 16 OS1806 Triangulation: Odiham 2" to 1 mile 

Figure 19 OS 1978-1990 1:2500 

Figure 15 Milne 1791, 1" to 1 mile Figure 14 Isaac Taylor 1759, 1" to 1 mile 
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9ŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅΥ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 
{ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ CŀǊƳ мтфмΣ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ [ƻǾŜƭŀŎŜ .ƛƎƎπ²ƛǘƘŜǊ18Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ 
ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ aǊ tŀǊƪŜǊΤ ¢ŀȄ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ мтфу ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎ19 ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tŀǊƪŜǊΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ мулс ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ 
ŀǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tŀǊƪŜǊ ƻŦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ20Φ 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ άƴŜǿƭȅ ōǳƛƭǘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŘŘƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘ wƻŀŘΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ мулт21Σ ŀǊπ
Ǝǳŀōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tŀǊƪŜǊΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ōȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
CŜƴǘƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ мумпΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōǳǘ 
ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΦ  
 
Farms in Sherfield 
In the early 1800s, about 75% of the land in Sherfield-on-Loddon was owned by 
five landowners: Bernard Brocas, ±ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ .ƻƭǘƻƴΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !ƭŘǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΣ 
IŀǊǊƛŜǘǘ .ǊƻŎŀǎ όƴŜŞ IǳƴǘŜǊύ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΦ .ȅ мупм ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ 
ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜΥ ±ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ .ƻƭǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ, wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !ƭŘπ
ǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ, IŜƴǊȅ [ŀƴƴƻȅ IǳƴǘŜǊ όǿƘƻ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ IŀǊǊƛŜǘǘ 
.ǊƻŎŀǎύΣ and CǊŀƴŎƛǎ tƛƎƻǘǘ {ǘŀƛƴǎōȅ /ƻƴŀƴǘΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŦŀǊƳǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿŜǊŜΥ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ пп 
ŀŎǊŜǎ όƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tŀǊƪŜǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ CŜƴǘƻƴΤ .ƭǳŜ ǎǘŀǊ ƛƴ CƛƎǳǊŜ нлύΤ 

 
18 Plan of Sherfield Farm, belonging to Lovelace Bigg Wither, by William Moss, 10M57/P7, Hampshire Archives. Lovelace 
Bigg-Wither (1741-1813), owner of Manydown House, Wootton St Lawrence, was father of Harris Bigg-Wither (1781-
1833) who in 1802 proposed to Jane Austen (1775-1817). She accepted, but by the next morning had changed her 
mind. 
19 By comparison with taxes paid by other owners for farms with a similar acreage.  Basingstoke Division land tax as-
sessments: Sherfield on Loddon, 1800, 1803-1832, Q22/1/1/191, Hampshire Archives. 
20 Included in the Electoral Register, because he was a land owner in Sherfield, despite living elsewhere. 
21 5ƛǎǎŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΣ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƻƴ пth July 1807, for a newly erected meeting house in Sherfield, nam-
ing a minister, Andrew PinnellΦ ! IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ aƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴȅ LLLΣ 5ƛǎǎŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ мтлн-1844, Arthur J 
Willis, 1965, page 133. 

Figure 21 OS 1978-1990 1:2500 Figure 20 OS 1968 1:25OO 
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²ƛƭƭŜǘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ рт ŀŎǊŜǎ όƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ /ƻƭŜΣ ǘŜƴŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ǳŎƪŜǘǘΤ hǊπ
ŀƴƎŜύΤ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘǎ CŀǊƳΣ ом ŀŎǊŜǎ όǘƘŜ DƭŜōŜ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǾπ
ŜǊŜƴŘ 9ȅǊŜΤ DǊŜŜƴύΤ ŀƴŘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ мунсΣ .ǊŜŀŎƘ CŀǊƳΣ рс ŀŎǊŜǎ όWƻƘƴ ¢ǳōōΤ wŜŘύΦ !ƭƭ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀǊƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ WƻƘƴ ¢ǳōō ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜŘ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜΦ 

 

 
Figure 22  
Sherfield Land 
Owners c1810 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 23 
Farms near 
Sherfield Green 
c1810 
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Tithe Map and Apportionments 
The 1841 Tithe Map shows each of ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ holdings. The Tithe Apportionments 
gives a description of each holding including acreage and tithes due. The Tithe 
Map shows the farmhouse along with barns and stables to the south (where 
YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǊƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
north to which was attached a chapel (opposite what is now called Rose Cottage). 
These holdings hardly changed over the next 100 years, apart from some land be-
ing acquired by the War Office for Bramley Camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 24  Tithe Map: The farmhouse (75) and other farm buildings 

 

Figure 25 Estate Plan 1891, almost identical to Tithe Map 1841 
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Table 1: Tithe Apportionments 1841    

Holding
  

1841 Tithe Name                           
(Present close equivalent)   

Area 
Acres Roods Poles 

Tithe Tax 
£          s 

     
d 

71 The Six Acres and Picked Close (Fields 
behind Court Farm and stretching 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ YŀǘȅΩǎ /ƻǇǎŜύ 

 

Arable 9 1 28 3 15 1 
72 Piddle by Chapel (Orchard Lea)  Arable  3 39  9 3 
74 Piddle (3 Court Farm)  Arable  2 8  5 7 
75 House and Garden    1 18  2 11 
76 Yard behind Stable όCǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ YƛƴƎΩǎ 

Barn) 
 

   15   8 
77 Barn and Yard όYƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ DŀǊπ

den) 
 

   30  1 4 
78 Piddle (1 & 2 Court Farm)  Arable  1 30  4 4 

174 Part of Six Acres όƴƻǿ YŀǘȅΩǎ /ƻǇǎŜ)  Wood  3 4  1 1 
 All of 201-204 are south of Bow .Ǌƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜΣ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜΦ 

201 Bottom Close and the Hill  Arable 12 3 37 5 3 6 
202 Five Acres  Arable 5 0 5 2 3 8 
203 Part of Meadow  Meadow 2 3 37 1  7 

203a Part of Meadow  Meadow 1 2 12  13 11 
204 Mitchell's Upper and Lower Piddles  Arable 8 0 26 3 6  

201a Part of Bottom Close  Arable  2 2  4 4 
   Total 44 0 4   £17 12s 3d 

 

bƻǘŜΥ IƻƭŘƛƴƎ тоΣ ά/ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǊŘέ όр ǊƻƻŘǎύ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΦ It was a religious building 

for use by the community, so no tithes were levied. However, it was part of the farm ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎΦ 

The farm comprised two separate blocks of fields. This could suggest that it was 
put together in two stages, perhaps with each block being derived from older 
ŦŀǊƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ .ŜƴƘŀƳΩǎΣ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎΣ Iƛƭƭ όƭŀǘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜŘ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎύ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ 
Farms. Alternatively, at some stage it may have been larger but had transferred 
some fields to other owners retaining just the two blocks of fields. However, given 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǊƴΣ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
dated to either Tudor or Stuart times22, the ownership of those fields and an ear-
lier farmhouse may date from the sixteenth or seventeenth century23. 

Probably for most of its existence the occupiers pursued mixed farming, which 

was typical from the late 1700s through to the 1950s. It was well disposed for 

dairying, with meadows along Bow Brook and the Sherfield Green for grazing cat-

tle, and had several fields suitable for arable crops. 

 
22 Brian Gaiger, Personal Communication. This was the date given to the timbers of the Barn, and the form of construc-
tion, provided by experts in dating old buildings, before the barn was reconstructed as a modern home in 1985 on the 
same footprint and using timbers from the original barn. 
23 There were some small changes in the size of the farm indicated in tax records for the 1790s through to the early 
1800s. 
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! /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ Ŏмттл ς мупр 
 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŀǘ [ŀǊƎŜ 
The late 1700s through to the early 1800s saw many political threats and much social un-
certainty: for example, the Declaration of Independence of the US (1776), the French Rev-
olution (1790s), the Napoleonic Wars (1803-1815), the devastation of livelihoods for agri-
cultural workers as a consequence of cheap agricultural imports, leading to the Corn Laws 
(1815, repealed 1846), and the consequence of mechanisation culminating in unrest ex-
emplified by the Tolpuddle Martyrs (1834).  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At the same time there were major challenges to the established church, the Church of 
England, resulting in many Acts of Parliament which aimed to accommodate those who 
chose to follow different religious paths. The /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ wŜƭƛŜŦ !Ŏǘǎ мттуΣ мтфмΣ мунф ƎŀǾŜ 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅΣ ƘƻƭŘ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǾƻǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ The wŜǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ¢Ŝǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘǎ муну ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘπ
ŜǊǎΦ The WŜǿƛǎƘ wŜƭƛŜŦ !Ŏǘ муру ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ WŜǿǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǾƻǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ hŀǘƘǎ !Ŏǘ мууу ŀƭπ
ƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ϦǎƻƭŜƳƴƭȅ ŀŦŦƛǊƳϦ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ϦǎǿŜŀǊ ōȅ DƻŘέΦ The .ǳǊƛŀƭ [ŀǿǎ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ муулΣ ƛƴ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ [ƻǊŘ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ .ŀǊƻƴ tƛƎƎƻǘǘ όмумоπмутрύ ƻŦ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ Iƛƭƭ 
IƻǳǎŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ȅŜǘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ tŀǊƛǎƘ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘΦ  

Lƴ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǇŜƭǎΥ ŀ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘπ
ŜǊǎ ŀǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ƛƴ мулсΤ .ǊŜŀŎƘ [ŀƴŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŦƻǊ LƴŘŜπ
ǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ муомΤ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 
/ƘŀǇŜƭ ƻƴ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ DǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ муссΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘκ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ .ǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ wƻƻƳ24 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘ wƻŀŘ όDƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜύ ƛƴ мутрΦ 
 

 
24 Now a private residence, Sherfield Hall.  

Figure 26 1770s - mid1800s: Political Threats and Uncertainty 

 

Figure 28 Lord Justice Mr Baron 
Pigott (1813-1875) 
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However, despite this upheaval, it was a good period for farming, although not for farm 
workers. Farmers were benefitting from a better understanding of crop growing; for ex-
ample, the use of fertilizers, and improved livestock husbandry through selective breed-
ing. Farming was becoming more productive through mechanization (for example, seed 
drills, reapers, winnowers, elevators, dairying equipment), soaring population growth was 
increasing demand, and improved transportation was creating national markets. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CƻǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tŀǊƪŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ муǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜπ
ǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ CŜƴǘƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀǊƳǎ όƛƴ ²ƛƭǘǎƘƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ .ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳǎƘƛǊŜύΣ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ōǳƻȅŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ǿƛǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ōǳǘ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǳǎŜΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴπ
ŀƭƭȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ 

 
Before 1791 
Records discovered about the farm so far go back to 1791. Earlier documentary 
evidence has not been found although there is some speculation. For example, 
the dating of the barn at Court Farm to Tudor or Stuart times, related by Brian 
Gaiger, is credible. This suggests that there would have been a farmhouse of a 
ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŜǊŀΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ 
House25. That earlier building could have been from the sixteenth century, or 
even before. 
 
The C16 barn would have been one of the oldest farm buildings in the village. For 

comparison: the barn at Breach Farm is dated C15 with early C19 additions; that 

at Lance Levy Farm, C18 and C19; and Longbridge Mill C17 (reconstructed in the 

early 1990s after considerable damage following an arson attack). Given its age, it 

ƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ мфуо ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǊƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ dismantle the 

 
25 There is some evidence that the foundations for the present sitting room and breakfast room predate those of the 
dining room. 

Figure 27 1770s - mid-1880s: Farming 
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barn. However, it was not a Listed Building and although the Sherfield Conserva-

tion Area had been designated in 1981, which should have provided protection, at 

that time the application of conservation area rules was haphazard, as indeed 

they still are. Widespread listing of properties in the village took place in 1984, a 

year after the Barn had been pulled down. 

Thomas Parker (Owner: before 1791 ς 1814?) 

The earliest reference is on a plan of Sherfield Farm, dated 179126. Tax records 

available for Sherfield from 179827 show Thomas Parker paying an amount of tax 

ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƻǿƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ28. The Electoral Register 

for 1806 for Sherfield states that Thomas Parker lived in Reading.29 

The tax records also show that from 1798 (probably earlier) to 1808 the farm was 

occupied (that is leased) by John Wise. From 1809 to 1822, it was occupied by 

WŀƳŜǎ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ30 

David Fenton (Owner: 1814?-1831) 

By 1814 there was a new owner, David Fenton, of Reading, a very well-off retired 

Linen Factor from Old Jewry, City of London. His name first appears in the Land 

Tax Assessments in 181431, although he may have become owner a few years ear-

lier.  

Despite the name of the farm not being given, David Fenton appears on the 1831 

UK Land Tax Redemption record as being attributed with an amount of tax which, 

when compared with taxes paid by other farms, was commensurate with the 

ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ Also, the extent of the farm, of 45 acres, 

is confirmed by the will of David Fenton dated 28th November 1828.  

When Fenton acquired the farm, it was occupied James Carpenter (1770-1826) of 

/ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ муннΦ Lƴ муно ŀƴŘ мунп ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ 

Thomas May (1760-1826?); from 1825 to 1830 by James Kersley (1738-1830?) (a 

retired Cordwainer?); ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ муом ōȅ WƻƘƴ IǳōōŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ CŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  

 

 
26 Plan of Sherfield Farm, belonging to Lovelace Bigg Wither, by William Moss, 10M57/P7, Hampshire Archives. 
27 Basingstoke Division land tax assessments: Sherfield on Loddon, 1800, 1803-1832, Q22/1/1/191, Hampshire Archives. 
28 By comparison with taxes paid by other owners for farms with a similar acreage.  
29 He was included in the Electoral Register, because he was a land owner in Sherfield, despite living elsewhere.  
30 These records also show that Parker had a further property in Sherfield. This was occupied by John Wise and tax 

was assessed at 8s a year. From 1806, probably earlier, through to at least 1831, this house was owned by John 

Wise. In 1831 it was occupied by Js Elliott. 
31 The proprietorship given in Land Tax Assessments changed to Fenton in 1814 but the property may have been pur-
chased several years earlier. Basingstoke Division land tax assessments, Sherfield-on-Lodden, 1800, 1803-1832, 
Q22/1/1/91, Hampshire Archives. 
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²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ CŜƴǘƻƴ ōƻǳƎƘǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

it provided a country residence within less than two hours car-

riage ride from his home in Reading, where he spent the last 

years of his working life and his retirement, living near to his 

daughter, Margaret Mary, her husband, William Winkworth, 

and their children. Later, it would have been convenient for 

Basingstoke where another daughter, Janett, lived with her 

husband, James Wills (1784-1846), a former Lieutenant in the 

Royal Artillery32, and by 1832 a minister at the London Street 

Independent Church (later Congregational Church)33, and their 

children. They married in 1822, and were living in Basingstoke 

by 182334. 

 
32 Enlisted in 1812 aged 28. 
33 Reverend James Wills of the London Road Independent church is mentioned in Ψ[ƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩΥ ¢ƘŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘŜǎǎ ƻŦ IǳƴǘƛƴƎŘƻƴΩǎ /ƻƴƴŜȄƛƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ .ŀǎƛƴƎǎǘƻƪŜ Ŏмтрр ǘƻ ŎмфсфΦ www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/ex-
plore/sites/explore/files/explore_assets/2018/06/09/countess_of_huntingdon_explore_asset.pdf. There is also a refer-
ence to an undated engraving of Rev. J. Wills, active 1838-1845, Methodist Minister, Basingstoke, by James Cochrane at 
the Scottish Portrait Gallery www.nationalgalleries.org/es/art-and-artists/41501/rev-j-wills-active-1838-1845-method-
ist-minister-basingstoke?search=J.%20Cochrane. However, he is not mentioned in commentaries about Wesleyans or 
Primitive Methodists in Basingstoke during his time in the town, although he worked closely with other denominations. 
34 Given that all their eight children were born in Basingstoke, between 1823 and 1839, it is likely that James Wills had 

left the army and had become a minister before he married. He may have trained at the Gosport Academy (a James 

Wills completed his studies there in 1821) and it is probable that he commenced his ministry in Basingstoke. James 

²ƛƭƭǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ CŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ муолΦ [ǳŎƛƴŘŀ aƻǊǘƻƴ-Phillips, on Geneanet, claims that 

he was a dissenting minister from 1820. 

Figure 29 The world of David Fenton 

 

Figure 30 A rural retreat 

 

 

 

 

http://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/explore/sites/explore/files/explore_assets/2018/06/09/countess_of_huntingdon_explore_asset.pdf
http://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/explore/sites/explore/files/explore_assets/2018/06/09/countess_of_huntingdon_explore_asset.pdf
http://www.nationalgalleries.org/es/art-and-artists/41501/rev-j-wills-active-1838-1845-methodist-minister-basingstoke?search=J.%20Cochrane
http://www.nationalgalleries.org/es/art-and-artists/41501/rev-j-wills-active-1838-1845-methodist-minister-basingstoke?search=J.%20Cochrane
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Winkworth (Owner: 1831-1882, Occupier 1831-c1845) 

David Fenton died in 1831, and bequeathed .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘπ

ters, Jane Forrest Winkworth and Charlotte Ellen Winkworth, daughters of Wil-

liam Winkworth and Margaret Mary Winkworth (neé Fenton), in trust, until they 

came of age35. The farm was owned by the Winkworths until 1882, when Jane 

Forrest died, her sister Charlotte Ellen having predeceased her in 1879.  The farm 

was then auctioned, in September 1882. 

When CŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘdaughters inherited the farm, the tenancy of John Hubbard 

ceased, and William Winkworth then managed the farm until the early 1840s36. 

Before 1831 the farm, but not the house, was leased annually37 to individuals who 

lived in the village. However, from the mid-1840s, after thirteen years when 

Winkworth directly managed the farm, both the farm and the farmhouse were 

then leased together. By this time, William Winkworth would have been in his 

late 60s, and possibly in ill-health38, and his sister-in-ƭŀǿΩǎ family had moved away 

from Basingstoke following the death of James Wills, reducing any need to visit 

the house for family reasons.  

In the mid-1830s advertisements in Reading newspapers indicate that William 

Winkworth, a former army officer, had fully embraced agriculture by setting up a 

business in Reading selling corn, wheat and seed. Probably this did not prevail for 

long, as by the mid-1840s, he was advertising houses and land for sale, sometimes 

building materials, and through to the early 1850s, oak trees.39 However, he also 

had an administrative role with some turnpike trusts. 

 
35 The will of David Fenton, Proved 24th August 1831, Prerogative Court of Canterbury Wills, Ancestry, online  
36¢ƘŜ мупм ¢ƛǘƘŜ aŀǇ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ²ƛƴƪǿƻǊǘƘΩ ǿŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜǊΦ 
37 According to the will of David Fenton. 
38 The 1851 Census shows a nurse living at his house in Reading. 
39 By 1835, advertisements in the Reading press name William Winkworth as the person to contact with enquiries. In 
the 1830s these invokved agricultural products, such as malt, corn and wheat; in the mid-1840s, properties and land for 

Figure 31 The Reverend James Wills 

 

Figure 32 London Street United Reform Church c2022. 
Enlarged in 1854, new front with pillars 1860 
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Lǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴƪǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǘƻ 

organise work on the farm. In the 1830s and 1840s, their principal address was in 

Queens Road, Reading, where William and Jane were returned in the 1841 and 

1851 censuses. The Winkworth name does not appear in any census of Sher-

field.40 bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ²ƛƴƪǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ CŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜπ

vailed until the early 1880s, on maps for example, although so does the curious 

name - .ƻȅŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ 

/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ 

The plan of the house built in the early 1800s was L shaped, as shown on the 1841 

Tithe map41. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴ ΨƛƴŦƛƭƭΩ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ муом. At ground floor 

level there was an entrance lobby and a dairy; above which was a fourth bed-

room. Thus, the plan of the farmhouse, shown on the 1841 Tithe Map, is approxi-

mately square.  

The infill was of inferior quality, suffered from settlement and there was no evi-

dence of the brickwork having been tied into the rest of the building confirming 

that it was added after the main house42. The infill existed until the early 1950s 

ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ΨƳƻŘŜƭ ŘŀƛǊȅΩΦ 

It may have been at the time that the Winkworths were occupying the farm that 

the Victorian verandah was also constructed, replacing the typical Regency porch, 

although more probably this was added later.  

 

 
sale, as well as a large quantity of pebbles; also, at that time were notices: ά!ƭƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ 5ŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Trustees of the Reading and Basingstoke Road or the Trustees of the Shillingford and Reading Road are requested to 
ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜΧ ǘƻ aǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²LƴƪǿƻǊǘƘΣ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ wƻŀŘΣ wŜŀŘƛƴƎέΦ However, in the 1851 and 1856 there 
were invitations to tender for large numbers of oak trees (75 and 100), lying at BowȅŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳ όŀƪŀ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳύΦ 
40 Various searches relating to the village do not reveal any records relating to the Winkworths, suggesting that they 
were not overly active in the village, save for two records. The first is a deed, dated 1829, relating to some cottages 
in which, amongst several others, a William Winkworth is named. The second is the tax record for 1832 which gives 
Winkworth as the owner and occupier of a farm previously owned by David Fenton. 
41 Whereas for all other properties the 1841 Tithe Apportionments gives the full name and status of the owners and 
occupiers (for example, John Tubb, or Wm. Wiggett Chute Esq.) the owner of the farm is given just as Winkworth and 
the occupier as Himself, suggesting that the compilers of the Tithe map knew little about the Winkworths or that there 
was some ambiguity about which Winkworth owned the farm. There is no such ambiguity in the details accompanying 
ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мурн ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ IŜƴǊȅ [ŀƴƴƻȅ IǳƴǘŜǊ ό{ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ IƛƭƭΣ aƻǳƭǎƘŀȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
other holdings). William Winkworth Esq iz shown as the owner of the relevant land adjoining those farms. 
42 Donald Rickwood, Personal communication. 



An Extraordinary Legacy  19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 35 Probable Front & Rear Elevations and Ground & First Floor Plans  c1841 

Figure 34 Plan of house when built, early 1800s 
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Where did the farm tenants live? 

¢ƘŜ ǘŀȄ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƘŀŘ άƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘǎέ, that is 

tenants, they did not live there. For example, John Wise who occupied the farm 

from 1800 to 1808, lived in a property in Sherfield which initially was owned by 

Thomas Parker but which by 1806 was owned by John Wise. Between 1809 and 

1822 the farm was occupied by JŀƳŜǎ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳΦ 

Between 1825 and 1830, James Kersley occupied the farm but lived in part of 

what is now the Old Rectory. LƴŘŜŜŘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ CŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ мунуΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǘǎ 

out the terms by which James Kersley could continue as occupant, does not men-

tion a house, residence or tenement attached to the farm, just a barn, stable, 

meeting house and 45 acres. So, probably the house was either unoccupied or 

just occasionally occupied by Fenton. However, as there is no separate tax record 

for the house, presumably it was covered by the tax levied on the farm for which 

the occupier was liable. 

 

Tax records show that between 1806 and 1815 a house owned by David Chase, 

was occupied by Kersley who had occupied the farm between 1825 and 1830. It 

had a taxable value of 18s/year. Records for 1816 to 1824 show Kersley owning 

and occupying that house. (In the case of houses, the term occupier can be taken 

to mean the resident.) Subsequently from 1826 to 1828 Kersley lived in a prop-

erty with a taxable value of 10s/year. Possibly this was the same property but 

which had been sub-divided in 1825. From 1829 to at least 1832 the house was 

owned by John Hubbard but Kersley remained as occupier. 

In 1826 Kersley also owned a second house which he let to James (or Joseph) 

Faulkner, although by 1827 this property was owned by a Mrs Slater and by 1829 

it was owned by Richard Wyeth. However, it was occupied by Faulkner until 1831, 

when the occupier became Charlotte Kimber. 

In the Hampshire Archives there is reference to a deed (lease and release, appar-

ently as a mortgage) in 1829 άǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜǎΧέΣ between i. William 

Hodges, ii. James Kersley and Susan, his wife, iii. William Winkworth, iv. John Hub-

bard, and v. John Welldale Knollys. In 1832 there was a conveyance of the equity 

of redemption of the property by John Hubbard to Edward Vines. This may be a 

consequence of the Winkworths inheriting the farm, as Hubbard was no longer 

the tenant which he had become in 1831.  

Further, in 1838 there was a conveyance of the mortgage term by J W Knollys to 

Edward Vines. This property appears to have been Tithe numbers 106 and 107 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ wŜŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƘƻǇΦ ! ŎƻƴǾŜȅπ

ance in 1873 mentions property occupied by Edward Vines belonging to John 



An Extraordinary Legacy  21 
 

Bramston Stane Esq, formerly described as three cottages, one formerly occupied 

by Henry Clancy, carpenter, one by George Norman, shopkeeper, and one by 

James Kersley. 

The Meeting House 

¢ƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ, shown on the Tithe Map as a chapel, is an 

unusual feature for a farm. Most probably this is the άƴŜǿƭȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜέ 

for which a 5ƛǎǎŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŘŀǘŜŘ 4th July 180743, had been 

issued by the Diocese of Winchester. No further certificates were issued for Sher-

field until 1828, after the plan for the auction of the estates of Bernard Brocas of 

Wokefield Park and Beaurepaire in 182644 had been compiled. This plan showed 

the Meeting House, which although not named would have been a building which 

served some public purpose. Also, no relevant certificates were issued before 

1807 except in 1798 for 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ home as a place of worship for Wesley-

ans45.  

It is not known why the Meeting House was constructed, although at the time 
there appears to have been no Meeting House or Chapel for dissenters in the vil-
lage. Parker may have built the Meeting House of his own volition or members of 
the community may have approached him. Indeed, little is known about Thomas 
Parker apart from that he resided in Reading, an acknowledged hotbed of dissent-
ers. 
 
Until the certificate for the Meeting House came to light it had been assumed that 
it was the next owner, David Fenton, who had built the Meeting House, as he was 
a strong and dedicated dissenter. Maybe the presence of the Meeting House on 
the farm was one of his reasons for buying the farm. 
 
The Wellington Estate 
Finally, perusal of papers in the Wellington Estate Archives show that whilst in 
1838 the Wellington Estate purchased Sherfield Court and its farm, as well as 

 
43 i) ! IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ aƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴȅ LLLΣ 5ƛǎǎŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ мтлн-1844, Arthur J Willis, 1965, page 133.         
ii) The Certificate, 16th July, 1807.  
44 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘŀǇŜƭΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мупм ¢ƛǘƘŜ aŀǇΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƴƻǘ 

owned by Brocas are not shown, at the very least it can be assumed that this building had some established public 

purpose. Sherfield (-on-Loddon): sale particulars of 'Wheelers Court Farm', 127 acres, 'St. Thomas Well's Farm', 212 

acres, 'Hill Farm', 83 acres, 'Benham's Farm', part of Wheelers Court, 40 acres, 'Bowbridge Farm', 41 acres, 'Breach', 47 

acres, dwelling house, water corn mill, messuages and cottages, 1826, 10M57/SP615, Hampshire Archives. The auction 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ .ǊƻŎŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ²ƘŜŜƭŜǊΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘΣ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ ²ŜƭƭΣ Iƛƭƭ όǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ 

DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎύΣ .ƻǿ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ .ŜƴƘŀƳΩǎ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŀŎƘ CŀǊƳǎΣ [ƻƴƎōǊƛŘƎŜ aƛƭƭΣ ƭŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ YŜƴŘŀƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

cottages). These ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ CŜƴǘƻƴ 9ǎǉ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ōŜȅƻƴŘ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 

Farm. 
45  .ŀǎƛƴƎǎǘƻƪŜΥ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƛƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мутн ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎe-
built chapel in 1875, David M. Young, 2016. 

https://calm.hants.gov.uk/TreeBrowse.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&field=RefNo&key=57010%2fSP%2f615
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DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ [ȅŘŜ ²ƛƎƎŜǘǘ /ƘǳǘŜ 9ǎǉ όǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ 
of this property from Bernard Brocas in 1826), none of the property which com-
ǇǊƛǎŜŘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 
 

²ƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΚ 
The most probable scenario is that the house was built between the mid-1700s 

and early 1800s, by either Parker or Fenton or an earlier owner for their own use. 

Without Regency elements such as the porch over the front door and steps, 

which could have been added after the house had been built, the house would 

have had a simple appearance typical of many houses built from the early/mid 

1700s onwards and subsequently modified. The Georgian proportions of the win-

dows in the sitting room, dining room, third bedroom and the blind window 

(1:1.6), and the front elevation, are features which prevailed during the whole 

Georgian period.  

Despite its Georgian proportions, inside it was more like a cottage, not a grand 

residence; maybe deserving some but not extensive. Indeed, there is no evidence 

of the interior being in lavish Regency style, although this may have been totally 

lost as a result of renovations in the 1880s and later. The interior elements which 

have survived are very simple timber fireplaces of plain wooden timbers, possibly 

some doors, although there is a hint of plank, ledge and brace doors. Ceilings 

were replastered, either in the 1880s or immediately after WWII. No trace could 

be found of decorative plaster mouldings, if there had been any.  

Going forward from 1841 
Charles Cane (Tenant: c1845-1852) 

In the 1851 Census, William Winkworth and his daughter Jane Winkworth were 

living in Reading and the farm was occupied by Charles Cane, aged 31 (a farmer 

with 42 acres, employing two labourers). It is probable that he had moved to the 

farm by 1845, when he married, and certainly he was resident by 1849 because 

he is listed in the Post Office Directory (the predecessor to YŜƭƭȅΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ) for 

1849.  The 1861 Census shows that he had moved to Kingsclere where he was a 

farmer with 106 acres. Given the date and place of birth of his last child, he may 

have moved to Kingsclere in 1852. 

 

Ambrose Painter (Tenant: 1852-1875) 

The 1861 census gives the occupiers as Ambrose (Philip) Painter, aged 60, Mary 

(wife) 59, Ambrose jnr, 27, and a servant.  The entry in the 1871 Census, for what 

ƛǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ²ƛƴƪǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ƎƛǾŜǎ !ƳōǊƻǎŜ όtƘƛƭƛǇύ tŀƛƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƎŜŘ тлΣ όŦŀǊƳŜǊΣ 
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40 acres, employing one man and one boy), Mary (wife), 68, and a servant. Am-

brose Painter is recorded as farming in Sherfield in the 1855 Post Office Directory 

and in the 1865 Harrod Directory. So, it seems reasonable to assert that he was at 

the farm from about 1852 until the mid-1870s. 

OS1873 does not show many changes to the four -ided farmyard. The farm track 

formed the north-west edge. The barn which faced Sherfield Green formed the 

north-east side. To this was adjoined a series of pens along the south-east side. 

Separated from these buildings, on the south-west side was another farm build-

ing.  By 1873 a small building in the western corner of the yard had been added, 

which in the 1930s was used as a shed. 

Charles Ernest Bullock (Tenant: 1875-c1880) 

The suggested identity of the next occupant is speculative. Within the list of farm-

ers in Sherfield given in the 1875 Post Office Directory and the 1878 ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ Iƛǎπ

tory, there is only one farmer on the Green who, when compared with earlier di-

rectories and censuses, cannot be identified with a particular farm: Charles Ernest 

Bullock. 

Charles Ernest Bullock was probably a nephew of Mary Painter (nee Bullock). His 

stay was quite brief. The 1881 Census shows the farmhouse as unoccupied. 

It is likely that by the mid-1870s, when Ambrose Painter died, the estate had not 

been well managed. William Winkworth had died some years earlier and probably 

Jane Winkworth was not able to manage her estate effectively. A consequence 

was that the farm was neglected for some years ǳƴǘƛƭ WŀƴŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ муун. When 

the farm was subsequently auctioned there was no tenant. 

An Independent Farm, 1882 ς 1928 
 

The World at Large 
The second half of the 1800s saw a massive decline in the fortunes of British Agriculture 

and only a weak recovery through to the beginning of WWI. Agriculture played a dimin-

ishing role in the rapidly industrialising British economy, and could not compete with sig-

nificantly cheaper produce from abroad, facilitated by cheap land, largescale production, 

and refrigeration. The country needed cheap food to feed the urban poor. Market gar-

dening and milk production (but not cheese making) were buoyant on account of their 

perishable nature, especially in the Thames Valley and Hampshire.  

 

However, quality of life did improve with the development of new drugs and medical 

treatments. On the other hand, it was a period of almost continual conflict on the inter-

national stage and within the British Empire. 
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The First Auction 
Following the death of Jane Winkworth, on 13th September 1882, .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ 
was auctioned46. 
 
The farm was described as having four bedrooms, two sitting rooms, kitchen, dairy 
and store and about 44 acres (43a 3r 34p), the same area as in the 1841 Tithe 
Apportionment. It was auctioned in two lots. One lot was the house, yard, barns and 
the adjacent fields. The other lot comprised the more distant fields on the north 
ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳǎΦ 
 
The auction advertisement does not identify the vendor. It mentions that the 
second lot was in the occupation of Branstone Staine Esq (sic) at the very low rent 

 
46 {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ DǊŜŜƴΥ ǎŀƭŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ пп ŀŎǊŜǎ, 1882, 10M57/SP619, Hampshire Archives. The sale was 
advertised in several local newspapers. 

Figure 37 Health and Social Change & War 

Figure 36 Economic Depression 
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of £37 10s 0d a year. John Bramston Stane was 
the owner of Buckfield Lodge. This further 
suggests that there was a period of a few years 
when the farm was not being actively managed 
by the occupant of the farmhouse, if indeed 
there was an occupant. 
 
The auction document mentions four bedrooms. 
Two were in the front and one above the 
kitchen. The location of the fourth bedroom, was 
ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƛǊȅΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŦƛƭƭέΦ bƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
made of sanitation arrangements! The terms of 
the auction included ά¢ƛǘƭŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴŘƻǊΩǎ ǘŜǎǘŀǘƻǊ ƻƴ 
the date 12th aŀȅ мууоέ, and ά! ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
affecting an undivided share of the property now 
offered for sale, in the year 1859, executed by a 
married lady who was entitled to such share in 
reversion expected on the decease of the tenant 
ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦέΦ The name of the lady is not known.  
The farm was bought by William Adams for £2,24147. 
 
William Adams (Owner: 1883-1890) 
The 1881 Census for Burghfield, describes William Adams as a retired builder 
from Basingstoke. He died in Basingstoke in January 1890. So, by the time of the 
1891 census his widow, Sarah Ann Adams, was in charge. 
 

 
 
 

 
47 Reading Mercury, 16 September 1882, pg5 

Figure 39 William Adams: main changes to the house 

Figure 38 Auction details 1882 
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Probably the house had been seriously neglected during the last years of Wink-
ǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǎƻ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΥ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ΨŦƛȄŜǊ-up-
ǇŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΦ As well as adding the conservatory to the farmhouse it is 
highly probable that it was Adams who undertook various modernisations, such 
as: removing a staircase in the kitchen which led to the third and fourth bed-
rooms; filling in the south-facing external doorway to the kitchen; making an 
opening from the quarter landings on the front stairs to the rear of the house and 
as a consequence modifying the staircase; updating some of the fireplaces; and, 
adding the conservatory, along with introducing the small window in the present 
sitting room and the doorway to the conservatory (which has since been filled in). 
He may have been the first to paint the external brickwork. Possibly he added 
new doors and architraves, and probably added the verandah. 
 
The main internal features of the present house date from this time. It is possible 
that previously the interior of the house was not what is considered Georgian at 
all but was more like a country cottage: for example, simple boarded, ledged and 
braced doors with thumb latches, no architraves or mouldings, whitewashed 
walls, and crude timber mantels and fireplaces, rather like that which remains in 
the breakfast room. 
 
William Adams also bought Sherrins Mead in Greenway and built a pair of semi-
detached cottages in its garden (now Woodley Cottage). 
 

The Second Auction 
On 6th July 1891 the farm was auctioned again 

along with three cottages in Sherfield (in Green-

way) and 17 cottages in Basingstoke, άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴπ

structions of the trustees acting under the will of 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ aǊ ²Φ !ŘŀƳǎέ48. The farmhouse was de-

scribed as having two reception and four bed-

rooms with convenient offices, a small conserva-

tory and 43 acres 3 roods 34 poles, almost the 

same as the Tithe Map of 1841. It did not mention 

the dairy, which presumably had become the of-

fices, nor any sanitation arrangements. 

 
48 {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ DǊŜŜƴΥ ǎŀƭŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŜǘŎΚΚΣ пп ŀŎǊŜǎ, 1891, 10M57/??, Hampshire Archives. The sale 
was advertised in several local newspapers. 

Figure 40 Auction details 1891 
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The farm was sold as one lot: άŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǊŜǎƛπ
ŘŜƴŎŜέ, reflecting alterations made by Mr Ad-
ams. An άƻƭŘ ōǊƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƭŜŘ 
ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜέ (Sherrins Mead) which άǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ 
to another cottage but now forms a single prop-
ŜǊǘȅέ, and a pair of semi-detached cottages 
built in what previously had been the garden of 
Sherrins Mead (Woodley Cottages, now a single 
property), were sold as another lot. The proper-
ties in Basingstoke were sold in two further lots.  
 
The auction particulars include an estate map. 
This shows the conservatory and an extension 
at the rear of the house attached to the back wall of the kitchen but placed more 
centrally than shown on OS1897. Unless this was a poor representation, the ex-
tension was replaced within a few years of the sale with a structure which was 
still standing in 1985. Also, in the southern-most corner of the plot is an outbuild-
ing which in the auction particulars is larger than that on OS maps. 

Gilbert and Julia Palmer (Owners: c1891-c1928) 
.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ DƛƭōŜǊǘ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ yet-to-become wife, Julia Mor-
gan, although it is not clear whether this purchase was at the auction or slightly 
later. Julia, who by various accounts was much better off than Gilbert, remained 
the owner, and when the farm was sold by the Palmers it was in her name, alt-
hough both were alive.  
 
George and Julia married in Basingstoke in 1893 and remained at the farm until at 
least 1927, as shown in successive YŜƭƭȅΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ from 1895.   
 
OS1897 shows some additions to the 
house; the conservatory, built by William 
Adams, and a rear extension attached to 
the kitchen (what is now the breakfast 
room). Because it had been newly reno-
vated by Adams it is very unlikely that the 
Palmers needed to carry out any signifi-
cant work to the house. However, be-
tween 1893 and 1900 the Palmers may 
have rebuilt the rear extension, which in-
itially was used for heating water for the 
dairy, and later a shelter/porch along the 
rear of the dairy. It is also likely that they removed the internal doorway to the 
conservatory and bricked up the opening, turning it into a glasshouse.  

Figure 42 OS 1897 1:2500 

 

Figure 41 Part of Auction details, plan of house 
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OS1911 shows the outside privy, which still 
stands, now part of the garden shed. This is 
also shown on OS1894 (1:10560) although not 
on OS1897 (1:2500). The privy has two blind 
Victorian gothic windows which is typical of 
that period. It would be no surprise if this was 
the first addition made by the Palmers. By all 
accounts Julia Palmer was very fussy: tradi-
tional forms of sanitation would not have 
been acceptable. 
 

OS1911 also shows the lean-to shelter along the back of the dairy. Further, some 
changes had been made to the farmyard: the front of the barn had been ex-
tended towards Sherfield Green; there were more animal pens, and what has 
been identified as a granary was added (a small wooden building on staddle 
stones), situated in the western-most corner of this complex of farm buildings.  
 
Also, the 1841 Tithe plot 71, The Six Acres and Picked Close, had been divided into 
three, two fields of 6.7 acres and 2.9 acres, and a house and garden of 0.1 acres, 
.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ όǿƘŜǊŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ ƴŜǿŜǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ƴƻǿ 
stands). Presumably, the house was built by the Palmers for farm workers. The OS 
1897 map does not show this division or the cottage. 

 
 
 
 

 

Figure 44 Plan of house c1900  
(Showing changes made after it was built, except for entrance to conservatory which by 1900 had been bricked in) 

 

Figure 436 OS 1911 1:2500 
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In 1917, part of the farm was requisitioned by the War Office for Bramley Ord-
nance Depot. Tithe plot 204, originally 8 acres was reduced to 0.1 acres, but parts 
of Tithe plots 205 and 206, 1.8 acres and 0.1 acres respectively, belonging to Sher-
field Farm, which was almost fully enclosed by the Depot, were acquired. The to-
tal area of the farm was reduced by just over 6 acres to 37.845 acres. The 1917 
Valuation List for Sherfield on Loddon shows a Gross Estimated Rental of £21 0s 
0d for the farm and buildings, a reduction from £21s 15s 0d in 1905, probably af-
ter land had passed to the War Office49.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

! ¢ƛŜŘ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ мфну ς мфун 
 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŀǘ [ŀǊƎŜ 
The fifty-year depression in British agriculture continued into the 1930s, with arable farm-
ers in particular struggling against preferential imports from the Empire. Land was ne-
glected and equipment deteriorated. A number of marketing boards were established, 
guaranteeing minimum prices, which helped to stabilise the existing position, but there 
were no great changes. WWII provided a major stimulus ς rapid mechanisation, assured 
markets, subsidies for ploughing grass land, special encouragement of cattle farming be-
cause of the food value of milk, and financial assistance for farmers. After World War II, 
the 1947 Agriculture Act stimulated price guarantees and income support by means of 
subsidies with encouragement to expand output by intensification and mechanisation. 
Successive governments pursued cheap food policies.  
 

 
49 Sherfield on Loddon valuation list, 1905, with supplements, 1906-28, 60M72/DDR36, Hampshire Archives 

Figure 45 Gilbert and Julia Palmer, c1910 
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In 1971, the UK began its two-year transition to European Community membership; a 
jackpot for those growing supported commodities such as wheat and barley. Products 
outside the support mechanisms such as pigs continued to experience cyclical booms and 
declines. The philosophy was for EU producers to earn income from a carefully rigged 
market. By the 1980s, the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was in disarray, largely be-
cause the application of technology was inexorably increasing yields and surpluses. Milk 
ǉǳƻǘŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ мфуп ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ΨƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΩ; a tradable asset 
such that some farmers sold or leased their quota to others accelerating the trend to-
wards fewer, larger herds. Later, support for production support was separated from that 
for environmental protection and enhancement schemes. Efforts to limit overproduction 
included ŀǊŀōƭŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǎŜǘ-ŀǎƛŘŜΩΦ It was not a comfortable business environ-
ment for many farmers, and because agriculture accounted for less than 2% of employ-
ment, politically it was not perceived as important and there was no interest in issues of 
food security. 
 
Aside from agriculture, the period was one of tremendous upheaval followed by relative 
calm. The financial crash of the 1930s, the rise of fascism, WWII, the Korean war, The 
Suez crisis; the founding of the United Nations, Nato, the Warsaw Pact, the European Eco-
nomic Community and the NHS; spy scandals, a new monarch, independence for several 
Commonwealth countries; the UK joining the ECC. There was growing affluence, better 
living conditions, the dawn of the permissive society, increasing secularisation, the 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ Ƴŀǎǎ ƳŜŘƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΩΣ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘΣ 
increased immigration, and the rise of music and fashion. 
 

The Farm is Sold 
Major Maitland Cecil Melville Wills (Owner: 1928-1945)  

In late 1928 the farm was sold by Julia Palmer to Major Maitland Cecil Melville 

Wills, a member of the Wills tobacco family and, in due course, writer of 26 detec-

tive stories, who in that year had become the owner of Sherfield Court and its es-

tates and possibly other local estates. He, his family, staff and stock, moved to 

{ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƴŜŀǊ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭΦ .ȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀǘŜΣ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ отΦупр 

acres, including the plot occupied ōȅ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜΦ 

Amongst the staff from his previous estate were Arthur Rickwood, employed as 

Farm Bailiff who with his wife Catherine, ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ Farm House, and 

Orlando Charles Lloyd, a plumber/handyman, who with his wife and son moved to 

.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΦ 

By all accounts, Major Wills was an enthusiastic and forward-looking farmer, 

adopting recent advances in stock breeding and crop production. He undertook 

extensive building projects on the estate, for example: installing a borehole at 

Sherfield Court to serve the whole estate, building Lilac Cottage (now Little Bowl-

ings) c1935, and an identical property in Dixon Road which became the game-

ƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ όǎƛƴŎŜ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘύΦ At some stage an electricity generator was 

installed to provide power to the dairy, farm buildings and the farmhouse. For 
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this, the outside brick-built privy was commandeered and extended with a 

ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǎƘŜŘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 

garden shed. The wooden extension accommodated the generator; the batteries 

were kept in the former privy.  

 

The farmhouse was the first house in the village to have electricity (12v, DC) and 

the generator was in use at least until 1946, when mains electricity was con-

nected. The replacement toilet arrangement was an Elsan chemical toilet, closed 

to the elements in a cubicle at the northern end of the lean-to porch which ad-

joined the dairy. The only bath in the house was in what became the kitchen, 

along with several stoves and the like. 

 

Figure 47 The engine shed, 2022 

 

Figure 46 Major Wills: the new owner 
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Sherfield Court 

Sherfield Court which became the home of the Wills family can be traced to 1167. 

Previous owners include: Edward St John, W L W Chute of the Vyne and Welling-

ton Estates, from which Gerald Wellesley purchased the property in 1918. In the 

1830s, when owned by Chute, it was tenanted by Richard Tubb. When acquired 

by Wellington Estates in 1838 through to c1896 it was tenanted initially by John 

Butler and subsequently by his son, George Butler. From then until c1920 the ten-

ant was William Cox50. 

Till then Sherfield Court had operated purely as a farm house but Wellesley made 

major changes, turning it into a sophisticated country house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1928, on becoming the seventh Duke of Wellington, Gerald Wellesley moved to 

Stratfield Saye House leaving Lady Wellesley, from whom he was estranged be-

cause of her affair with Vita Sackville-West, at Sherfield Court. The property was 

then sold. The conveyance was between i. Lady Dorothy Violet Wellesley, ii. West-

minster Bank Limited and Edward William Hornby Birley, and, iii.  Maitland Cecil 

Melville Wills. 

Wills and his family lived at Sherfield Court until the outbreak of WWII when the 

house was requisitioned for use as a shipping office. They moved to Sunningdale, 

although the Estate continued to function, largely under the management of 

Colonel Scorer. The family never returned. 

 

 

 
50 Serendipity? His grandson, Peter Pratt, of Brook Farm in Timsbury, is a close friend of the Lansley family. 

Figure 48 The Wellesleys 
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Arthur Rickwood (Manager/Bailiff: 9th December 1929-1947) 

Arthur Rickwood and his wife Catherine, moved to Sherfield and took up resi-

ŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƴǎΣ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛǎǘŀƛǊΣ ǿŜǊŜ 

born and brought up.   

 
 

 

 
Arthur Rickwood, had a wide-ranging brief. According to Donald Rickwood άǘƘŜ 
purpose of what became known as Court Farm was to provide milk, butter, eggs 
and cockerels for the household and staff of Sherfield Court, and to breed pedigree 
Dairy Shorthorns to show at the major shows and bulls for sale. Cows were milked 
by hand. The dairy bottled its own milk, made butter and other products. Although 
the farm was principally involved with dairying, there were many chickens, in runs 
immediately outside the back door and in the adjacent paddock. The conservatory 
had become a glasshouse, where grapes were grown for Sherfield Court. Each day 
milk, butter, eggs and, when appropriate, chickens and grapes were taken to Sher-

Figure 50 The Rickwood family 

Figure 49 WWII and the Wills family 
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ŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻǳǊǘΦέ The Rickwood children churned butter from the morning milking be-
fore setting off for school! 
 

 

ά!ǊǘƘǳǊ wƛŎƪǿƻƻŘ was well known in the Dairy Shorthorn world for turning out 
top quality bulls for breeding. The bulls were exercised on a Sunday on the grass 
ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘ wƻŀŘ όƴƻǿ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜύ ǘƻ 
get them used to people and perhaps a car might come by. They were exercised 
daily right round the field with Lilac Cottage anŘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΦέ 

άaǊ wƛŎƪǿƻƻŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ όƴƻǘ ¢ǿŜŜŘ ōǳǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊύΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŜΣ 
cap, breeches with brown gaiters and boots so he would have looked dressed up. 
When he was working, he wore a brown lightweight coat over his clothes and if 
Major Wills turned up to take him off the farm, which he did often, as he took a 
great interest in the breeding of the herd, so off came his coat and away they 
went in a chauffeur driven car. The war put a stop to the big shows but there were 

still sales and shows and breŜŘŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻǇ ōǳƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǿǎΦέ 

Other reminiscences come from Audrey Chapman (neé Dodd) (1928-2002) who 
recalled Sundays when the bull from the farm would be exercised on a long pole 

on the Green outside the farmhouse. 

Another reminiscence, from Gilbert Sydney (Bert) Bowman (1920-2002), who 
claimed to have been born in the farmhouse, is of the front garden being fenced 
with corrugated iron and cows entering by the bottom gate and assembling there, 
then going round to the back of the house to be milked before finally wandering 
back down the farm track to the Green where they grazed. When this was the 
case is a mystery. The corrugated iron fence which was along the farm track was 
removed in 1933. 
 

Figure 51 Catherine Rickwood 
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During the war years some villagers had vegetable gardens in the front and the 
back gardens of the house, hardly a place for cows. (For extensive wartime mem-
ories, see separate document.) 
 
Orlando C (Chas) [ƭƻȅŘ ό.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΥ Ŏмфну - after 1939) 
Orlando Lloyd, the former Batman of Major Wills, and his wife Sarah, lived at 
.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ мфмм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜŘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ hǊƭŀƴŘƻ 
Lloyd as a plumber working for a large estate, presumably that of Major Wills. In 
1939 he was described as a domestic servant/handyman living in Sherfield. His 
son Bill, became village postmaster sometime in the 1970s or 1980s. 

 
The Estate is Sold 
Louis Dreyfus (Owner: 1945-1948) 

Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфпр {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ 
to Louis Dreyfus, a music publisher from New York. His ownership was brief.51 How-
ever, interesting visitors came to Sherfield Court, especially from show business. 
Both Donald and Alastair Rickwood recalled being asked to show a new-born calf to 
Dreyfus and his guest - Irving Berlin, a frequent visitor52.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It took some time for Dreyfus to decide whether to keep the farm and how to run 
it, by which time, 1947, the Rickwoods had left and moved to Leicestershire (alt-
ƘƻǳƎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hΩƴƛƻƴǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
the farmhouse. 

 
51 Donald Rickwood recalled ǘƘŀǘ άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ōŀƛƭƛŦŦΣ ¢ŜŘ hƴƛƻƴǎΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎǊŜȅ CŜǊƎǳǎǎƻƴ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфол CƻǊŘǎƻƴ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΦέ  
52 Last visit was when working on: Annie Get Your Gun ς ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘƻǿōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέΣ ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻέ and Easter 
Parade - ά{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅέ 

 

Figure 52 Louis Dreyfus 
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9ŘǿŀǊŘ hΩƴƛƻƴǎ όaŀƴŀƎŜǊΥ мфпт-1958) 
Ted hΩƴƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƻǿƳŀƴ ōȅ aŀƧƻǊ ²ƛƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǳǘ мфну όƘŜ 
too may have come from the Bristol estate). In 1935, about the time he married 
the daughter of the publican at the Four Horseshoes, he moved into the newly 
built Lilac Cottage (now named Little Bowlings) having previously lodged in Wild-
moor. 
 

The Estate is Sold Again 
Sir Roger Mellor Makins, later Lord Sherfield (Owner: 1948-1963) 

In August 1948 the estate was bought by Sir Roger Mellor Makins, later Baron 

Sherfield53. He became a significant land-owner, subsequently acquiring Beaure-

ǇŀƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ .ȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀǘŜΣ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ оу ŀŎǊŜǎΣ ǳƴπ

changed from when the Palmers sold the farm to Major Wills. It was identified 

separately in the conveyance to Sir Roger Makins.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The farmhouse was ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hΩƴƛƻƴǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфруΣ ǿƘŜƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ 
hΩƴƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƭƭ-health, because ΨCŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ [ǳƴƎΩ (hypersensitivity 
pneumonitis). By thenΣ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻǳǊǘ 
Farm House. Later, it became known as Court Farm. Then, in 1984, when the 
house was separated from the land, the farmhouse became known as Court Farm 
House. However, to this day, the name Sherfield Court Farm still appears on some 
utility bills. 
 
During the early 1950s a new single storey dairy with bathroom and outside WC 
were built to replace the existing dairy, toilet arrangements and room above. The 

 
53 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Makins,_1st_Baron_Sherfield 

Figure 53 Sir Roger Mellor Makins 
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present utility area is in what was the new bathroom, which then was also the 
passageway between the back door and the rest of the house. Probably it was at 
this time that the house was connected to the main sewer which would have 
been built during the construction of The Plantation in 1947. The sewer runs from 
¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǊ ¢ƘŜ DƭƻōŜ IƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘǊƻǇΩ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳ IƻǳǎŜ 
being close to the Cricket Pavilion. Because the new facilities were only of a single 
storey, the entrance from the stairs to the landing which served the third and 
fourth bedrooms was blocked up, and so too was the opening between the down-
stairs hallway and the lobby serving the kitchen (now breakfast room). So, the 
only way from the front of the house to the rear was through the then dining 
room into the then kitchen. 
 
It was at this time that the winding staircase to the third bedroom was built ne-
cessitating changes to the main staircase. It is probable that it was at this time 
that the present dining room was modernised with the existing brick and tile fire-
place being installed. 
 

Christopher James Makins (Owner: 1963-1982) 
Lƴ мфсоΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƻǊŘ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΣ 306 acres in total, was transferred, by a 
Deed of Gift, to his son, Christopher James Makins54, when he turned 21. Christo-
pher entered the UK diplomatic service, but on his marriage in 1975 he moved to 
the USA where he remained until his death in 2006. Later, Lord Sherfield also 
transferred other parts of his estate, including Beaurepaire, to his other son, 
Dwight William Makins, an investment manager. However, Lord Sherfield appears 
to have retained some parts of the estate, including Wildmoor Farm. The trans-
fers would have helped to avoid future inheritance tax. The organisation and 
management of the estate were unaffected. 
 
The conveyance to Christopher Makins, which included Sherfield Court, does not 
ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳΣ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ 
.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !оо ŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 9ƴŘΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
had been joined together as one large farm. All of the property conveyed to Ma-
ƧƻǊ ²ƛƭƭǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƳŜǊǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
transfer, ŜȄŎŜǇǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƭŘΦ 
 

 
54 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Makins,_2nd_Baron_Sherfield 
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Figure 55 Christopher Makins 

 
Brian Gaiger (Manager: 1958-1982) 
In 1958 Brian Gaiger was appointed as Estate Manager. He, his wife Kathleen, and 
their first two children, moved into the farmhouse. 
 
Even with some recent improvements, in the late 1950s the house had only basic 
facilities: no heating system except open fires, an outside WC, a primitive bath-
room (in the passageway from the backdoor), an ancient cooking range in the 
kitchen (now the breakfast room), a basic sink and cooker in the building attached 
to the kitchen (originally built to house a water boiler for the dairy).  This boiler 
room, which eventually became the kitchen, had a floor of bricks laid on earth, so 
was continually damp. The half -brick walls were also very damp and running with 
condensation. Sixty years ago, such conditions were not unusual and found in 
many houses, in both towns and rural areas. 

Figure 54 The Makins family 
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From the late 1950s onwards, improvements were made to the walls and floor, 
which to a large degree kept the damp at bay, and c1970 there was a transfor-
mation - a fully-functioning, modern fitted kitchen, made from Hygena units. 

 

In the early 1960s, a first-floor bedroom and bathroom were added above the 
dairy, which had become an office, and an opening was made from the half-land-
ing to provide access, to these new rooms, restoring the opening made by Mr Ad-
ams in the 1880s. The existing bathroom became a utility area. At about this time, 
an electric hot water storage system was installed. Later, an opening was created 
to provide access from the front hall to the rear hall. This provided a route from 
the front hall to the back of the house without needing to pass through the cur-
rent sitting room. A small serving hatch replaced the doorway from the breakfast 
room to the sitting room. At that time, the breakfast room was remodelled with 

Figure 56 The home of the farm manager 

Figure 57 Brian Gaiger and family 
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pine panelling up to a shallow shelf set at dado height. The panelling was required 
largely to hide damp patches on the south-facing wall where an external door 
opening had been filled in many years earlier. 

 
In the early 1900s, to overcome penetrating damp caused by rain from the south-
west, the external south-west facing wall of the present breakfast room had been 
hung with tiles or slates. In the early 1960s these were removed by the estate 
builder! The damp returned, prompting the need for remedial treatments, which 
were largely unsuccessful. Finally, what had become a rather dilapidated conserv-
atory was blown down c1958. 
 

Compared with the OS 1911 Map, the 
OS 1968 Map shows some major 
changes to the farmyard. Whilst the 
farm track, barn and pens to the south-
east side remained, the latter having 
been extended with more animal pens, 
the buildings on the south-west side, 
animal pens, the granary and the shed 
in the western corner had been re-
placed by a substantial modern barn. 

 
Close to the house were two corrugated iron sheds mentioned earlier, which 
dated at least from the time of the Rickwoods, and which later provided stabling 
for Kitty, the Gaiger family pony. In what is now Orchard Lea were two large 
arched corrugated iron buildings, Nissen Huts, dating from the 1930s, which for 
some time housed chickens and capons for Christmas. Layers were kept in the 
barn and at some time there were pigs. However, the main farming activity for 
the Sherfield Estate was dairying. 
 
Although by the mid-мфрлǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƛǊȅ ƘŜǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƭƻǳǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ 
Farm, Court Farm housed the bull and some calves and, since large lorries could 
ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƛƭƪ ŎƘǳǊƴǎΦ 
 
Farming 
After buying Sherfield Court Farm provided, Makins acquired the Beaurepaire es-
tate and several more farms; Taylors, Four Lanes, and Wildmoor, for example. 
Bringing these together provided plenty of opportunity for rationalisation and 
economies of scale, and for bringing land used for other purposes during WWII 
back into production. 
 

Figure 58 OS1968, 1:2500 
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Whilst mixed farming continued to prevail across the ever-expanding estate, the 
breeding of pedigree bulls for sale at Court Farm had petered out during the time 
of Dreyfus. Nevertheless, maintaining a pedigree dairy herd was a priority, but of 
Guernseys, rather than Dairy Shorthorns, and in due course Freisians and Freisian 
crosses. During the period, dairying activities moved from Court Farm to God-
ŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ²ƛƭŘƳƻƻǊ CŀǊƳΦ  
 
By the early 1970s the nature of farming was changing apace, especially given the 
¦YΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 99/. Like many farms, the viability of Sherfield Court Farm and 
the livelihoods of its workers was seriously threatened. So, a major step towards 
achieving the efficiency gains necessary to keep its head above the water, was to 
establish an agricultural contracting business. Across its many farms, the estate 
owned a significant amount of modern farming equipment, some of which stood 
idle for much of the year, such as combine harvesters, which could be used by 
other farms, which did not have their own up to date machinery, or operators. Ev-
idently this was a successful development which kept the wolf from the door, alt-
hough by the early 1980s, for whatever other reasons, the decision was made to 
break up and sell off the Sherfield Court Estate. This was the end of Sherfield 
Court Farm, the only remaining farm operating from the Sherfield Green. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 59 Agricultural contracting 
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The Estate Divided and Sold 
In 1982, much of the estate was sold by auction. This included: Sherfield Court, its 
gardens and grounds; DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
ferred to Christopher Makins in 1963; Wildmoor Farm and Dairy Unit; the land 
ƴƻǿ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ CŀǊƳ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ; and, various cottages and farm-
ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ [ƻǊŘ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ŘŀƛǊȅ ƘŜǊŘΣ ƻŦ мул ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ CǊƛŜǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜǎƛŀƴ Ȅ /ŀƴŀπ
dian-Holstein cattle, and some dairy plant at Wildmoor Farm, were also sold, but 
at a separate livestock, auction, for £81,000. 
 
Some of the estate was excluded from the auction. By this time, the Gaiger family 
ƘŀŘ ƭƛŦŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ [ƛƭŀŎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ όƴƻǿ [ƛǘǘƭŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŜǎǘ 
ōƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΣ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ .ƻǿƭπ
ƛƴƎΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ.  The Gaigers later 
bought this property, which they renamed [ƛǘǘƭŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ. The house, Little 
.ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎΣ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƻƭŘ Ŏнллп ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ, 
which in 2020 was sold for housing development which became Little Paddock. 
Also excluded from the auction was the paddock to the north of Court Farm 
House, which was developed by Mansers of Sherfield on Loddon, to become Or-
chard Lea. 
 
[ƻǘ н ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ all the land to the north of 
DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ [ŀƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ CŀǊƳΣ {ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ DƻŘŘŀǊŘΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ 
some houses, in total 182.5 acres. It did not include land to the east of the A33 
which had been transferred to Christopher Makins. This lot was bought by the 
Gosdens. 
 
Brian and Kathleen Gaiger (Owners: 1982-1985) 
Lot 9 comprised Court Farm House, farm buildings and yard (1.53 acres) and ad-
ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ /ƻǳǊǘ CŀǊƳΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ (6.54 
ŀŎǊŜǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ŜƴƘŀƳΩǎκ{ƘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ 
Court Farm but ƴƻǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ όрΦнт ŀŎǊŜǎύΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ lead down to what 
is now called YŀǘȅΩǎ /ƻǇǎŜ όлΦтп ŀŎǊŜǎύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ όмпΦлу ŀŎǊŜǎ ƛƴ 
total). This Lot was purchased by Brian and Kathleen Gaiger.  The auction docu-
ments refer the Court Farm and Court Farmhouse as one and the same entity. 
 
In 1983 the yard where 1, 2 and 3 Court Farm now stand and the access drive, 
were sold to John Peter Pearson and Kathleen Pearson, trading as Thor Develop-
ƳŜƴǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǎǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ άǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘέ ƭŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ н ŀƴŘ о ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎπ
ular conditions, although subsequently it was sold to the owners of 2 Court Farm. 
Lƴ мфуп ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǊƴ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ 
Alan Brian Evans and Richard Thorpe, trading as Loddon Builders. 
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OS 1978-1990 shows the result of these developments which were completed in 
1984 and early 1985 as well as later alterations to Court Farm House. Whilst 
YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǊƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ōŀǊƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀǊƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ wŀπ
ther, the barn was pulled down and some of its timbers were incorporated into 
the new structure. The modern barn which had stood in the farmyard was moved 
ǘƻ [ƛǘǘƭŜ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩs Farm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Boundaries 

мупм .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΩǎ CŀǊƳ όǇŀǊǘύ 

1982 Lot 9: Auction 

1982 Manser Builders 

1982 Gaiger 

1983 Thor Developments 

1984 Loddon Builders 

 

Figure 60 OS1978-1990, 1:2500 

Figure 61 Auction Lot 9 with subsequent division and related holdings, 1982 
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A Private Home, 1985 -   
 

Lansley family (Owners: 1985 ς present) 

In November 1985 the farmhouse and garden were purchased by Peter and Irene 

Lansley. 

Major renovation projects ensued. In 1986 various repairs were undertaken in-

cluding: damp proofing and wood treatment, replacement of floors in the dining 

room and breakfast rooms, repointing some brickwork, repairs and addition of 

flashings, and some roof repairs55. Off-peak storage heaters and panel radiators 

were installed, there being no gas in the village at this time although it arrived in 

the village a year later!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 
55 The ratable value of the property was sufficiently low that it qualified for a Repair Grant from Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council. The Repair Grants Officer and conservation officers, some of whom were familiar the property, were very supportive of the 
changes being made, and at no point was the need for listed planning consent for any of the work raised. The rateable value was 
raised soon afterwards. 

Figure 62 The house in 1985 

Figure 63 Court Farm House in 1985 
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In 1987 the dairy, with bedroom and bathroom above, was extended to form a 
large lounge and hallway on the ground floor with bedroom, study, bathroom and 
storage areas above. A downstairs cloakroom was also constructed, as was a de-
tached garage. In the same year, the kitchen was refurbished. Its external walls 
were lined internally with insulation board and new kitchen units, a cooker and 
dish washer installed. As with the earlier upgrading 15 years earlier, this was a sig-
nificant transformation. A utility area was created in the central lobby on the 
ground floor. Other work to enhance comfort and internal appearance was under-
taken, but as a matter of course, materials and design details, windows, doors, 
ironmongery, skirtings and architraves always followed those found in the historic 
part of the house. In 1985, 1988 and 2012 wood burning/multi fuel stoves were 
installed in the sitting room, lounge and dining room respectively. 
 

 
  
In 2009 the existing kitchen and downstairs cloakroom were demolished and re-
placed by a slightly larger kitchen and new cloakroom, and the southernmost 
chimney stack rebuilt from just below roof level. In 2012 single glazed windows in 
the 1987 extension were replaced with double glazing. 56 In 2015, the verandah 
was overhauled following the original design and materials. The slab and supports 
for the structure were restored, decayed ribs substituted, metal covering sheets 
replaced, and some of the quarry tiles which cover the slab were replaced with 
originals obtained from reclamation yards57. 
 

 
56 Neither the replacement of the kitchen nor of the windows were straightforward, largely because of difficulties presented by con-
servation officers; in the first case arising from uncoordinated and sequentially contradictory advice, and in the second arising from a 
rejection of what had been agreed when the 1987 extension was constructed, that double glazing could be installed. The helpful 
pragmatism of conservation officers in the late 1980s no longer prevailed. 
57 Ash ribs replaced the existing decayed ribs of ash (probably original) and pine (subsequent repairs). Douglas Fir was used for the 
uprights and horizontals, replacing poor quality pine, probably estate grown. The metal coating was factory painted, but soon after-
wards was repainted in-situ. 

Figure 64 Court Farm House in 1985 
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Since 1985 the garden has changed, although many of its original features remain, 
including the foundations and path of the conservatory, the magnificent horn-
beam on the north-ǿŜǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ƻŦ [ŜȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎȅǇǊŜǎǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
north-west boundary (but much reduced in height) and all of the hedges, fences 
and gates (although parts of these have had to be replaced, owing to vehicles re-
peatedly driving into them). Apart from the area between the garage and the veg-
etable plot, the old paths remain. The well, capped for some time and containing 
a great deal of discarded oil, has been recommissioned as a source of water for 
the garden. This is extremely useful when there are water restrictions, as this con-
stitutes a private supply, the use of which is not regulated.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 66 Aerial view, c1975 
Figure 67 Aerial view c1990 

Figure 65 Plan of house, 2085  

Figure 68 Aerial view c2010 
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Figure 70 Plan of house, 2015 

Figure 69 The house, 2015 




















