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Figurel Bowling's Farm House, Francis Vingoe, 1903
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Introduction
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T 2 O dmtherdisted buildings close to the Green are: Sherrins Mead, C16; The
Old RectorygarlyC19; The Thatched Cottage, C17 &;dt® White Hart, C18;
The Four Horseshoes, C16 & C19; and the Telephone 2%k,

! Thisaccountis based on a presentatiamrganised byhe Sherfield Village History Growgbout. 2 6t Ay 3 Qa CI NXY
(now Court Farm Hougeo over 60 villagers and visitqrsn 1 February 2023at the Four Horseshoes, Sherfield-

Loddon it includes some of the slideshich werepresentedthat evening However, lhere is much moréack ground
information. An Appendix contains biographical details of owners, tenants and their families. For more information
please contacpeterlansley@managementreality.com Published:14.i.2025
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Figure3 The Plantation, 1947 Rural Social Housing
- exemplary design

Figure4 King's Barn, 198%onsistent with Figure5 C(_JU” Farm House, 18(
original C16/C17 barn Grade Il Listed

Figure2 Goddard's Lane, housesnostbuilt before 1850, some much oldel
Track to Greenwayhighlighted- steeped in history and mystery.

Court Farm House

Inthe early1806> . 2 ¢f Ay 3Qa Cl NXknowd,deplécEd alméichA & &
older farmhouseprobablyconstructedin the north Hampshire vernacular. This

new housewas builtby its owner who lived in Reading, flais personal uselhe
farmleasedto others who lived in the villagdhe Regency styleouseis a rare

examplein the villageof W LJ2 aiclité&@re

2 Private discussions with architects, and conservations offieads for exampleConservation Area Appraisal Sherfield

on Loddorand Conservation Area Map Sherfield on Loddimth Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, 2003

3t 2t AGS RSaAdy Aa O2yOSA@GSR G2 YIS I adetAradaodo adl asSy!
flecting national or international architectural fashions, styles, and conventions; and paying no regard to the conven-

tional building practies and materials particular to a locality.



Apart from theconstruction of theverandahand the brick walls being painted
white, both probablyc1885, the front and side elevations haveardly changed
extensions and alterationat the rearare well out of view, thus preservirige
characteristic Georgian symmetry.

Figure3Bowling's Farm Houdkrough the ages
c1800 1903 2018

The farmhashad manyoccupantsSome used the house as their country resi-
dence andeasedthe farm Otherslived in the house and worked the farmither
as owners or leaseholderslowever, in1928. 2 g f A Yy An@sasoldCtd dhtfield
Court Estateandthe house became Hed cottageffor the farm bailiffs of the es-
tate. Thisarrangementcontinued until 182 when theestate was broken up, and
the house auctionedogetherwith some adjacent landn 1985 tre landholding
and house were separatedndthe housesold as a privatewelling to Peter and
Irene Lansley, who moved there, with two young children

ANew Home

Despite there being no heating in the houst¢her than open fires, in November
1985 the family moved into a warm, charmiegen enchantingjome, resonating
with the happy lives of the previous families which had lived there,iatmwhat
wasfound to be a delightful community.

Although the house was in good condif
tion, (not as might be implied by thee-
lightful sketch made by Sarah Gaiger
who had lived in the hougglittle work
had beencarried out ornthe historic

part since a major refurbishment in the
18805, apart from repairs and mainte-
nance and the installation of electric
sockets and light$lts status as tied
cottage would haveéenantsfrom un-
dertakingany majorchangesalthough
there had been severdhrm-related al- Figure4 Court Farm Hous&arah Gaiger, Village Calendar 19
terationsat the rear.

41n the 1950a newfireplacewas constructedn the present dining room anainew doorway tathe ThirdBedroom.
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Best Kept Village
Nineteen eightyfive was a year when Sherfield could be justifiably proud of its
achievements, not least in winnirige Hampshire Best Kept Village Competition.

The comments of the celebrated authority and widely respedey Lancaster

who as Finals Judge captutéhe essence of Sherfield Greghe last remaining
Common in theParish;that there was aalancebetweenii KS WNR dzAK F Yy R
avyz22ZiKQ

[ FNBES NBONBLEOGAZ2Y | NBF Ay 6KAOK GKS 0S)
YSNOATdzA £ & NBaAaldSR®E

G¢CKSNE I NB LX Syuaeée 2F LXFeé FLOAfAGASA F:
T2ZNX¥SNJ O2YY2y KiFa 0SSy NBUFIAYSR FyR Yl
AYFIAYFGAZY ®¢

aL 6ka OSNE AYLINBaaSR o6é GKS 3ISYSNIft a&i
aiNRy3 SOARSYOS 2F O2YYdzyAdeé LI NIAOALI L

There is no doubt thaRoy Lancastaezonsidered Sherfield Green to be a well
caredfor legacy evenan extraordinary legacyfor villagersand visitors tcenjoy.

The approach to the management of Sherfield Green which so impressed the

judges prevailed until 20168vhen thetemptation tointerfere could no longer be
resistedby the Parish Councilith distressingD2 y 4 S1j dzSy 0Sa F2 NJ (K
0 KS gisréd8dedlater

Impressive examples of community participatimentioned by Roy Lancaster

were not hard to find, for example, with the development of écket Held and

Pavilionin the 1970s and Loddon Sports Pavilion in the late 1980s. Both involved
visionary leadership from inspirddk NA 8 KA 2 Y SNBE Z-A PRy aRREKEO
munity, and a Parish Council committed to working witattbtommunity to facili-

tate the projects.

Figure5 In front of Court Farm
View to the Globe House & gravel workings, c1935 Cricket Green, 2022

5 Article by Roy Lancaster based on his judging notes for the Hampshire Best Kept Village Cqrip8&6tidisSC Ar-
chives, AN8/29, accessed 10/01 2025.



SundayExercise
LG RARYQG GF1S f2y3 G2 3ISiH (Madysverg/ SAITKO :
full of stories about the village and about Court Farm.

Frequently mentioned was thiarge triangle of Grass betwedine ditch in front
of Court Farm House and the accéisskto Court Farm, where every Sunday
morningduring the 1930s and WW!lbulls were exercised by the very smartly
dressed Farm Baili#fMr Arthur Rickwood.

Ghy {dzyRI&8a (KS odzZ fa o6SNBE SESNOAASR 2c
LI NI ¢ & R&4yR RS F/SHia i KSY dzaSR (2 LIS2 L
O2YS 08I ¢cRESENDEIBBR RIAf & NAIK(EGE NRdzy R
YR . &gt RYiFIF3ISPd aé FLOGKSNI Ifglea RNBaa
fFNE F O2ftFN YR GASY OFLE O0NBSOKSa g7
f221SR R®SaaSR dzL)

Older parishioners mentioned that before the war there were always cattle and

horses on theGreen, and that quite a few people nearby kept geese which would
graze in front of Court Farm Housknis wasalso a place for drying the washing.

GaARgl & 0SG6SSYy w2asS /20a4GF3S | yR [ 2dzNT

GNBESa dirRisa IOdEA MdziE gAGK | gl AaKAY3 tAY
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IKSga 6AGK DdauaNya KKSE ANI aa gAGK I a0«
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Figure 11 Donald Rickwood's grandfather Figure 12 Dairy Shorthorn Bull

Willam Rickwoodwith a vouna bull

Figurel0The grass triangle in
front of Court Farm House

SNownamed AGGE S. . 26t Ay3IQa

52yt R wWAO1922RE tSNE2YIf /2YYdzyAOlIGA2YS Hnund ¢KS /|2
was made from Cheviot cloth.

8 Donald Rickwood?ersonal Communication, 2021.
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Figurel3 OS 1871 0S1894 0S 1970

A Jewel

Finally, by way of introductiorithere is no doubt that Court Farm Housean at-
tractive house whiclpresents itself well to the Gen; compliments are not unu-
sual.Here are twdrom old timers

G, 2dzNJ 1 2dzaS A& | tAOGdzNBZ |
GLOIQA GKS /2YY2y gKAOK YI{Sa

. 20K GKSaS 0O02YYSyida KAIFKEAIKK2 deXKSY AWER S
221 0Said Ay aAYLI S aSTiMKIASYy IKADVOKY (A y2
NA & KA zySNnﬂyﬁRIﬂMﬁxmmssaztfe RSLISYRSY
I LILINB QKISG KSNA G 3S OKIF N OGSNAadAaAOa 27F

{ L2 Afl ST NBMREB2 2e YSYd 2F OASga 2F GKS K

9 Although this was claimed to be a Gypsy Defence, quite clearly it would not be a deterrent to illegal encampments,
and more likely would be an encouragement. Rather it was the first step towards creatingnagatier car park. That

plan was subsequentlyropped when parishioners showed that it contravened the Byelaws for Sherfield Green as well
the Scheme of Regulation for Sherfield Green (Commons Act 1899) which governs construction work on the Green.
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Whilstthe Archaeology and Historic Buildings Record of Hampshire County Coun-

cil!, gives the date of the houssesbetween 1800 and 1835, ariritish Listed

Buildings? gives earlyC19 other accountsuggest that it may be much oldé

However, though the precise age of the house has not been established, it seems
likely to have been built before 1820pssibly in 1807 @placing an existing farm-
houseprobablyfrom at least Stuarttimesi A Yy OS G KS ol Ny FTNRY
Ad RSNAGYSRS: K[ adbBbRBYIGRVESRoOMZ2nn®0OI LI24:

Evidence from Maps

¢l e&f 2NRA NI G§KSNJ AYLINEa&aA 2 ynbshpiobaDly the LI 2 F
farmhouse,opposite a single property, probably Rose Cottage, quite near where
Greenway meetshe CasR2 R 0y 2 ¢ D 2 .RIRIMNR Kap of[LTT9¥ S 0

and the Greenwood Map of 1826 also show a buildinthe same positionThe

OS 1806 Triangulatidhand the OS 1810 map each show a property at an appro-

priate location, but the scale is such that it appears as a small square, the typical
representation of a dwelling. THEB41Tithe Map for SherfieldJponLoddor®,

provides more detailed informatioandlarger scale OS maps from 1873 onwsard

give a clearer representation of the farm and farmhouse, as well as an indication

of how the property changed. On the Tithe Map and all the OS maps the plan of

the main building is approximately square, with the later maps showing several
additions./ dzNA 2 dzat &3> 2y &a2YS Yl LA GKS FIFNXY A
187577). Athoughno reason can be found for that namia the 1850= similar

name. 2 4 & SNIMWasd&ISNY Ay I SNOKF y3ISlote gAlOK O

10 https://maps.hants.gov.uk/historicenvironment/

I https:/fbritishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101339666ourt-farmhousesherfieldon-loddon#.Y4JLZhTP3kécessed

15/1/2022

12 For exampleSherfield upon Loddon: A Village History, G. Timmins, cAB@fseveral builders and surveyors

have suggested that the housgcorporates elements of an earlier buildiagd that itcould have been built with

simple Georgian proportions any time from the riid00s, with some Regency elements added in the early 1800s.

13 Brian GaigerPersonal communication, 1988his dating most probably was made by an experienced estate surveyor
acting forthe Shefield Court Estate, but documentary evidence hasbeen identified.

14 0S maps from 1873 onwards have been largely sourced from the collection of OS maps of National Library of Scot-
land, https://maps.nls.uk/os/. Earlier maps are fr@did Hampshire Mappeayww.oldhampshiremapped.org.uk.

15 Sherfield on Loddon Tithe Apportionment, 21M65/F7/206/1 & Sherfield on Loddon Tithe Map, 21M65/F7/206/2,
Hampshire Archives, Hampshire County Council.



the thenowner'®. Perhapsh i KSt LISR (2 RAFTFSNBYUGALFGS
Ay3a GAYOSNE FTNRY (K2aS m&Esiblyink Gaménds/ | y i 27
mispronouncedr poorly writtenwhen recorded by the OS surveybrOn later

YL AG Aad OFftftSR .2¢6fAy3Qa CINXY 6h{ mMyc
Auction notices 1882, 1891), and then Court Farm (0S1968). Finally, on OS maps
published from the miell980s the farmhouse is called Court Farm House (OS mid
1980s).

jo(
Figurel6 0OS1806 Triangulation: Odiham 2" to 1 mile
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Figurel8 Greenwood 1826, 1" to 1 mile Figure BOS 1978990 1:2500

16 For examplethe name. 2 g & S NIWas ued iNpfess advertisemenssichast . 2 @ SNRA CIF N¥ X { KSN
For Sale by TendéPne Hundre®aksangg 9 f Y ¢RéRliBgMerury, 1 March 1856.

17 For details of how OS surveyors recorded property names and other detaldageef a Nation: A biography of the

Ordnance SurveRarbara Hewitt, Granta Books, 2011



Figure200S 1968 1:2500
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Farms in Sherfield

In the early 1800s, about 75% of the land in Sherteid_oddon was owned by

five landowners: Bernard Broca!sf\ O2dzydt . 2ft02y> wAOKINR

Il F NNASGG . N2 OI OYySS 1dzy SN YR 9RgI NF

26ySR | I\éISEI\S)\?(féI-C)I‘ﬂJdtij .2t 02y WKGBKISNR S! 2H:
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18 Plan of Sherfield Farm, belonging to Lovelace Bigg Wither, by William Md457/P7, Hampshire Archives. Lovelace
BiggWither (17411813), owner of Manydown House, Wootton St Lawrence, was father of Harris\Rtiger (1781

1833) who in 1802 proposed to Jane Austen (1Z857).She accepted, but by the next morning had changed her

mind.

19 By comparison with taxes paid by other owners for farms with a similar acré&agngstoke Division land tax as-
sessments: Sherfield on Loddon, 1800, 188, Q22/1/1/191, Hampshire Archives.

20|ncluded in the Electoral Registdrecause hevas a land owner in Sherfigldespite living elsewhere.
A533aSYiSNBRQ aSSiAy3d 1"Aupadd7, foraNdwly grdced nie&ting haugeirsGdrfiel@ gamn

ing a minister, Andrew Pinngll ! | | YLJAKANB aAaoOStftlye LLLX -BMAIGYISNEQ
Willis, 1965, page 133.
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Figure 2
Sherfield Land
Owners ¢1810

Figure 3
Farms near
Sherfield Green
c1810
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Tithe Map and Apportionments

The 1841 Tithe Map shows eachioK S ThbldildgIBeTithe Apportionments
givesa description of each holding including acreage and tithes dueTithe
Map shows the farmhouse along with barns and stables to the south (where

A

YAY3IQAa . FNY Aa y2¢ t20FGSR YR 2dzald o6SH
north to which was attached a chapel (opposite what is now called Rose Cottage).
These holdings hardighanged over the next 100 yeaegpart from some land be-

ing acquired by the War Office for Bramley Camp.

Figure24 Tithe Map: The farmhouse (75) and other farm buildings

Figure25Estate Plan 1891, almost identical to Tithe Map 1841

An Extraordinary Legacy 11



Table 1: Tithe Apportionments 1841

Holding 1841 Tithe Name Area Tithe Tax
(Present close equivalet Acres Roods Poles £ ¢ d
71 The Six Acres and Picked Cl@gselds
behind Court Farm and stretching

R2gy (G2 YlFIdGeQa |/ Arable 9 1 28 3 15 1
72  Piddle by ChapéDrchard Lea) Arable 3 39 9 3
74  Piddle(3 Court Farm) Arable 2 8 5 7
75 House and Garden 1 18 2 1
76 Yard behind Stablé CNR y i 2
Barn) 15 8
77 BarnmandYard YAy 3Qa . |
den) 30 1 4
78 Piddle(1 & 2 Court Farm) Arable 1 30 4 4
174 Partof SixAcresy 246 Y I ()@ Wood 3 4 1 1
All of 202204 are southof Bow NE 21 YR y2NIK 2F D2RRINRQ3
0SUi6SSYy D2RRIFNRQ& CINY 1 2dzaS YR (GKS (KSy
201 Bottom Close and the Hill Arable 12 3 37 5 3 6
202 Five Acres Arable 5 0 5 2 3 8
203 Part of Meadow Meadow 2 3 37 1 7
203a Part of Meadow Meadow 1 2 12 13 11
204  Mitchell's Upper and Lower Piddles Arable 8 0 26 3 6
201a Part of Bottom Close Arable 2 2 4 4
Total 44 0 4 £17 12s

b2GSY 12t RAY3I 103X 4/ KIFLISE FyR | hwRareligipus NBIiBgRa 0 6 |
for use by the communitgono tithes were levied. However, it waart of the farm2 6 Y SN A& K2 f RA Y
The farmcomprisedtwo separate blocks of fields. This could suggest that it was
put together in two stages, perhaps with each block being derived from older
FIFNya &adzOK Fa . SyKFEYQas /FNLWSyaGaSNRnasz | 7
Farms Alternatively, at some stage it may have beemé& but had transferred
some fields to other owners retaining just the two blockdields.However, gzen
GKFEG GKS o0FNYys>X gKAOK gl a RSY2fA&aKSR (2
dated to either Tudor or Stuart timé% the ownership of those fieldand an ear-
lier farmhouse may date from the sixteenth or seventeenth ceritiry

Probably for most of its existence the occupiers pursued mixed farming, which
was typical from the late 1700s through to the 1950s. It was well disposed for
dairying, with meadows along Bow Brook and 8ieerfieldGreen for grazing cat-
tle, andhad several fields suitable for arable crops

22 Brian GaigerPersonal Communication. This was the date given to the timbers of the Barn, and the form of construc-
tion, provided by experts in dating old buildings, before the barn was reconstructed as a modern home @m 1885

same footprintand using timbers from the original barn.

23 There weresome smalthanges in the size of the farm indicated in tax records for the 1790s through to the early
1800s.
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The late 1700s through to the early 1800s saw many political threatsnaieti socialun-
certainty:for examplethe Declaration of Independence of the US (1776),Rhench Rev-
olution (1790s), the Napoleonic Wars (180815), the devastation of livelihoods for agri-
cultural workers as a consequence of cheap agricultural impedasling to the Corn Laws
(1815 repealed 1846)and the consequence of mechanisation culminating in unrest ex-
emplified by the Tolpuddle Martyrs (1834).

1770s-mid 1800s: Political Threats and Uncertainty

1776 US Declaration of Independence 1790s French Revolution 1803-1815 Napoleonic Wars 1838 Slavery Abolished

Figure26 1770s- mid1800s Political Threats and Uncertair

At the same time there were major challenges to the established church, the Church of

England, resulting in many Acts of Parliament which aimed to accommodate those who

chose to follow different religious paths. Thet G K2f A0 wSt AST I @%a wmr T

I GK2t A0a FTNBSR2Y 2T 42NEKAIRDRZ AlYY K KISt ft N&HSR

Ldzof AO 2FFAOSI O2THhewS LISY R 2F0 ¢BAGt | NI Al YSy (¢
2 . a

YR / 2 NLJ2 NI (SAY2y SIRO (bd NaNyA HSYNE ‘A A y i
SNE@WSgAaK wSt X $ 2 6ISER NS @lydd

2TT)\O§Z @20S3 @ VR Sa i GRKFAT t!

f26SR (K2asS ohaxt Fey NS iKBR

bagSIENE®E dEINRR f [ 6a | YSyRY y 1
GKAOK [ 2NR WA GAMBTpbHNBF o f

| 2dza S LY FRRR&BHIBz81 RAYy3I NR R GKS
aleAy3a 2F NRAIKGA 20KSNI (Kl 2 S NI |
OKdzNOKel NR®

LY {KSNFASt ROKIAMBBBYIB S2 T2

O2yaiNUzOGAZ2Y 2&S SUOEAHSt T K I:Ubaahs

SNAB G .26t AV NI O NM yASy [ Wyf 8@”;’87 ‘*L‘PW&B‘”L"VRSn
LISYRSyYyG& FyRTE HEBRBIAEBEA XNV G M K2 RA A

/| KISt 2y { KSNFABKR DRBS¥d ﬁxmywm adAt y . NB
2y K& I/BR2BRIF NROE My vy o

24 Now a private residence, Sherfield Hall.
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However,despite thsupheavaljt was a good period for farminglthough not for farm
workers Farmers were benefitting from a better understanding of cgopwing for ex-

ample the use offertilizers andimprovedlivestock husbandry through selective breed-

ing. Farming was becoming more productive through mechanization (for example, seed
drills, reapers, winnowers, elevators, dairying equipment), soaring population growth was
increasing demand, and improved transtaiion was creating national markets.

1770s-mid 1800s: A Good Period for Farming

Driven by:

T T AR

Better husbandry of crops (fertilisers) Population growth (bigger markets) Transportation (national markets)
and livestock (selective breeding)

Mechanisation -
ghal
§ s
By s
Improved seed drills Winnower Reaper Elevator Butter making

Figure 27 1770smid-1880s: Farming
C2N) ¢K2YXIKSt RBHYSNI 2F . 26t Ay ITAS\Clh B | iy B KSo
jdzSyiftée 5 RRAZESTORFFRBFANNEZKANSE | yRI. dzO]l Ay
0KG2 YYSNDAL T 0dz2e 2/ND&Y | BF @ deagif ot FIBWEIR WIS
GKS& tSFraSR GKS FI N)Y 0 dziz NPOLIAG fapeaiva & 2 228 S & 2 §
I {5F B2 YAINNRS OA LI f NBAARSYyOSa Ay wSIFRAy3Io®

Before 1791

Recordgiscoveredabout the farm so far go back to 1791. Earlier documentary
evidence has not been found although there is some speculation. For example,

the dating of the barrat Court Farnto Tudor or Stuart times, related by Brian

Gaiger, is credible. Thesiggests that there would have been a farmhouse of a
AAYAETFNI SN Ffy2ad OSNIFAyte adlyRAYS3
Houseé®. That earlier building could habeenfrom the sixteenth century, or

even before.

The C16 barn would have been one of the oldest farm buildings in the village. For
comparisonthe barn at Breach Farmmdated C15 with early C19 additigrieat

at Lance Levy Farm, C18 and Gt®l Longbridge Mill C17 (reconstructed in the

early 1990s after considerable damage following an arson attack). Given jis age

Ad AdzZNIINAAAY 3T GKFEG Ay mdpyo (dsBantke$@dSt 2 LIS

25 There is some evidence that the foundations for the present sitting room and breakfast room predatethiose
dining room.
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barn. However, it was not a Listed Building and although the Sherfield Conserva-
tion Area had been designated in 1981, which should have provided protection, at
that time the application of conservation area rules was haphazard, as indeed
they still are. Widesgead listing of properties in the village took place in 1984, a
year after the Barn had been pulled down.

Thomas Parker (Owner: before 171918147?)

The earliest reference is on a plan of Sherfield Farm, dated?17Rdx records

available for Sherfield from 1798show Thomas Parker paying an amount of tax
O2yaraiasSyid sA0K KAY 2 ¢y RylBe Eledlotal Redisef S 2 7
for 1806 for Sherfield states that Thomas Parker lived in Re&#ling.

The tax recordalsoshow that from 1798 (probably earlier) to 1808 the farm was
occupied(that is leasedpy John Wise. From 1809 to 1822, it was occupied by
WFEYSa /FNLSYGSNI2F /I NLISYGISNRa Ck N¥Yo

David Fenton (Owner: 1814831)

By 1814 there was a new owner, David Fenton, of Readiweryaveltoff retired
Linen Factor from OIld Jewry, City of London. His name first appears in the Land
Tax Assessments in 1814although he may havieecomeownera few years ear-
lier.

Despitethe name of the farm nobeinggiven,David Fenton appears on the 1831

UK Land Tax Redemption record as being attributed with an amount of tax which,
when compared with taxes paid by other farms, was commensurate with the

I ONBI3S 2F GKS ¢ Kash the exta@nt of tRedarmiofdd &2r@s, C | NI «
is confirmed by the will of David Fenton dated28ovember 1828.

When Fenton acquired the farm, it was occupied James Carpenter-{I82&) of
[ P NLJISYGdSND& CIFENXY® ¢KAAa O2YyUAYdzSR dzy 0 Af
Thomas May (176@8267?); from 1825 to 1830 by James Kersley (AI/&®?) (a
retired Cordwainer?): Y RX AY wMyom o0& W2Ky | dzool NRX

26 Plan of Sherfield Farm, belonging to Lovelace Bigg Wither, by William Md457/P7, Hampshire Archives

27 Basingstoke Division land tax assessments: Sherfield on Loddon, 18608380322/1/1/191, Hampshire Archives.

28 By comparison with taxes paid by other owners for farms with a similar acreage.

29He was included in the Electoral Registacause he was a land owner in Sherfidigspite living elsewhere.

30 These records also show that Parker had a further property in Sherfield. This was occupied by John Wise and tax
was assessed at 8s a year. From 1806, probably earlier, through to at least 1831, this house was owned by John
Wise. In 1831 it was occupied by Elliott.

31 The proprietorship given in Land Tax Assessments changed to Fenton in 1814 but the property may have been pur-
chased several years earli@asingstoke Division land tax assessments, Shedieladdden, 1800, 1803832

Q22/1/1/91, Hampshire Archives
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1814 New Owner: David Fenton (1750-1s31)

Retired Scottish Linen Factor from Old Jewry, London,
hvrngln Castle Street_l\Reading in early 1800s

- o o . - < A

Strong dissenter: New Broad Street Meeting House, London &
Broad Street Meeting Housé,@ading

Very well-off

S Broad Street
¥ Meeting House, 3
N N Ak

Reading > )

<Bunhill Fields
Burial Ground

Figure29The world of David Fenton

2SS R2 y20 (y26 ¢6Keé CSylzy o2dzaf
it provided a country residence within less than two hours car-
riage ride from his home in Readivghere hespentthe last
years of his working life artuis retirement,living near tohis
daughter, Margaret Mary, her husband, William Winkwagrth

. and theirchildren.Later, t would have been convenient for
Basingstoke where another daughtdanett, livedwith her
husband, James Wills (17/846), a former Lieutenant in the
RoyalArtillery®?, and by 1832 a minister at the London Street
Independent Church (later Congregational Chutgland their
children. They married in 1822, and were living in Basingstoke
by 18234,

Figure30 A wral retreat

32 Enlisted in 1812 aged 28.

33 Reverend James Wills of the London Road Independent church is mentiolddinii dzZNB A OF € | yR [/ 2y 3N
| 2dzy1Saa 2F 1 dzyGAy3IR2Yy Q& [/ 2V Yy S Evwayictaridaanybistoniaguk/ex- 4 A y 34 (i 2
plore/sites/explore/files/explore assets/2018/06/09/countess of huntingdon explore assetljéére is also a refer-

ence to an undated engraving of Rev. J. Wills, active-1838, Methodist Minister, Basingstoke, by James Cochrane at

the Scottish Portrait Gallemsyww.nationalgalleries.org/es/arand-artists/41501/revj-wills-active 1838 1845method-
ist-minister-basingstoke?search=J.%20Cochrat@wever, he is not mentioned in commentaries about Wesleyans or
Primitive Methodists in Basingstoke during his time in the town, although he worked closely with other denominations.

34 Giventhat all their eight children were born in Basingstoke, between 1823 and 1839, it is likely that James Wills had

left the army and had become a minister before he married. He may have trained at the Gosport Acadamgga

Wills completed his studies there in 182i}d it is probable that he commenced his ministry in Basingstidames

2Affa A& NBFSNNBR (2 Fa F RA&aSy i A-pHllipsydnBandained blaimsyhatC Sy i 2
he was a dissenting minister from 1820.
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http://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/explore/sites/explore/files/explore_assets/2018/06/09/countess_of_huntingdon_explore_asset.pdf
http://www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/explore/sites/explore/files/explore_assets/2018/06/09/countess_of_huntingdon_explore_asset.pdf
http://www.nationalgalleries.org/es/art-and-artists/41501/rev-j-wills-active-1838-1845-methodist-minister-basingstoke?search=J.%20Cochrane
http://www.nationalgalleries.org/es/art-and-artists/41501/rev-j-wills-active-1838-1845-methodist-minister-basingstoke?search=J.%20Cochrane

Figure31 The Reverend James W Figure32 London Street United Reform Church c2!
Enlarged in1854, new front with pillars 1860

Winkworth (Owner: 1831882, Occupier 18331845)

David Fenton died in 1831, and bequeathe@ g f Ay 3Qa CI N¥Y (2 U4
ters, Jane Forrest Winkworth and Charlotte Ellen Winkworth, daughters of Wil-

liam Winkworth and Margaret Mary Winkworth (a&enton), in trust, until they

came of ag®. The farm was owned by the Winkworths until 1882, when Jane

Forrest died, her sister Charlotte Ellen having predeceased her in 1879. The farm
was then auctioned, in September 1882.

WhenC Sy U 2 y @augh@rslinhériRed the farpthe tenancy of John Hubbard
ceasedand William Whkworth then managed the farnuntil the early 1840%.

Before 1831he farm, but not the house, was leasadnually’ to individuals who
lived in the village. Howeveirom the mid1840s, aftetthirteen yearswhen
Winkworth directly managel the farm,both the farm and the farmhouse were
then leased together. By this time, William Winkworth would have been in his
late 60s,and possibly in Hhealth®8, and hissisterin-f | dafhéy had moved away
from Basingstokéollowing the death of James Wiligducing any nedto visit

the house for family reasons.

In the mid1830s advertisements in Readingwspapers indicate that William
Winkworth, a former army officehad fully embraced agriculturdy setting upa
business in Reading selling corn, wheat and séeabably this did not prevafbr
long, as by the miell840s, he was advertising houses and land for, smetimes
building materialsand through to the early 1850saktrees3® However, he also
had an administrative role with some turnpike trusts.

35 The will of David FentoiProved 24 August 1831, Prerogative Court of Canterbury Wills, Ancestry, online

¥ KS mMmynm CAGKS al L) adriSa GKFG W2AYy(162NIKQ gFa 020K G
37 According to the will of David Fenton.

38 The 1851 Census shows a nurse living at his house in Reading.

39 By 1835, advertisements in the Reading press name William Winkworth as the person to contact with enquiries. In

the 1830s thesénvokvedagricultural products, such as malt, corn and wheat; in the-1@d0s, properties and land for
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LG A& LINRPoOolFofS GKFEG GKS 2Ay162NIKQa RATF
0SU06SSYy (KS FlLYAfeQa YIAY NBaARSyOS Ay
organisework on the farmin the 1830s and 1840s, their principal address was in
Queens Road, Reading, where William and Jane were returned in the 1841 and

1851 censuses. The Winkworthmedoes not appear in any census of Sher-

field*b SOSNI KSt Sadazx GKS yIYS 2Ay{162NIKQa (
vailed until the early 1880®n maps for examplelthough so does the curious

name-. 28 SNR& CI NX @

/| KFy3S®HSEAIYKRTF GKS | 2dza S

The plan of the house built in the early 1800s was L shagmedhown on the 1841
Tithemaghl 2 6 SOSNE |y WAYTAL { QAggrodndllo®RSR &K
level there was an entrance lobby and a dairy; above which was a fourth bed-

room. Thus, the plan of the farmhouse, shown on the 1841 Tithe Map, is approxi-
mately square.

The infill was of inferior quality, suffered from settlement ahére was no evi-

dence of the brickwork having been tied into the rest of the building confirming

that it was added after the main houSeThe infill existed until the early 1950s
GKSY AG0 gl & NBLIXIOSR o0& | aAay3atsS adz2Ne
It may have been at the time that the Winkworths were occupying the farm that

the Victorian verandah was also constructed, replacing the typical Regency porch,
although more probably this was added later.

sale, as well as a large quantity of pebbles; also, at that time were nafide: f LISNA2y a KIF gAy 3 | ye@
Trustees of the Reading and Basingstoke Road or the Trustees of the Shillingford and Reading Road are requested to
aSYR GKS alFyYS 2y 2NJ 0ST2NBX (2 a NHewaverfirthe Y852 dnd/1B5H thévdl K= v
were invitations to tender for large numbers of oak trees (75 and 100), lyingv@@ BOND & CIF NXY o6+ {F . 26 €
40Various searches relating to the village not reveal any records relating to the Winkworths, suggesting that they

were not overly active in the village, save for two records. The first is a deed, dated 1829, relating to some cottages

in which, amongst several others, a William Winkworth is ndriidne second is the tax record for 1832 which gives

Winkworth as the owner and occupier of a farm previously owned by David Fenton.

41 Whereas for all other properties the 1841 Tithe Apportionments gives the full name and status of the owners and
occupiers (for example, John Tubb, or Wm. Wiggett Chute Esq.) the owner of the farm is giveMunvasth and

the occupier aglimself,suggesting that the compilers of the Tithe map knew little about the Winkworths or that there

was some ambiguity about which Winkworth owned the failthere is no such ambiguity in the details accompanying

GKS FdzO0GA2y AYy mMypH 2F SaidlidSa o0Stz2yaiay3a (42 1SyNe [Fyy
other holdings). William Winkworth Esgishownas the owner of the relevant land adjoining those farms.

42 Donald Rickwood,d@?sonalcommunication.
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Figure 34 Plan of house when built, early 18

i

Figure35Probable Front & Rear Elevations and Ground & First Floor Plans c1¢
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Where did the farm tenants live?

¢KS GFE NBO2NRAE F2NJ { KSNFAStR awzaBiasSad i
tenants,they did not live there. For example, John Wise who occupied the farm

from 1800 to 1808, lived in a property in Sherfield which initially was owned by
Thomas Parker but which by 1806 was owned by John Wise. Between 1809 and

1822 the farm was occupiedby ¥ S&a / I NLISY iSNE 6Kz f AOSR
Between 1825 and 1830, James Kersley occupied the farm but lived in part of

whatis nowthe Old Rectork Y RSSRX 51 AR CSy 2y Qa gAff
out the terms by which James Kersley could contias@ccupant, does not men-

tion a house, residence or tenement attached to the farm, just a barn, stable,

meeting house and 45 acres. So, probably the house was either unoccupied or

just occasionally occupied by Fenton. However, as there is no separatctax r

for the house, presumably it was covered by the tax levied on the farm for which

the occupier was liable.

Tax records show that between 1806 and 1815 a house owned by David Chase,
was occupied by Kersley who had occupied the farm between 1825 &t 8

had a taxable value of 18s/year. Records for 1816 to 1824 show Kersley owning
and occupying that housé€in the case of houses, the term occupier can be taken
to mean the residen).Subsequently from 1826 to 1828 Kersley lived in a prop-
erty with a taxable value of 10s/year. Possibly this was the same property but
which had been suldivided in 1825. From 1829 to at least 1832 the house was
owned by John Hubbard but Kersley remainedesupier.

In 1826 Kersley also owned a second house which he let to James (or Joseph)
Faulkner, although by 1827 this property was owned by a Mrs Slater and by 1829
it was owned by Richard Wyeth. However, it was occupied by Faulkner until 1831,
when the occupier beame Charlotte Kimber.

In the Hampshire Archives there is reference to a deed (lease and release, appar-
ently as a mortgage) in 182ONB f | G Ay 3 G 2 ba@e¥rS. Wiliana & | 3 S & X
Hodges, ii. James Kersley and Susan, his wife, iii. William Winkworth, iv. John Hub-
bard, and v. John Welldale Knollys. In 1832 there was a conveyance of the equity

of redemption of the property by John Hubbard to Edward Vines. Thiso@ay
consequence of the Winkworths inheriting the farm, as Hubbard was no longer

the tenant which he had become in 183

Further, in 1838 there was a conveyance of the mortgage term by J W Knollys to
Edward Vines. This property appears to have been Tithe numbers 106 and 107
GKAOK S@SyildzZ tte o0SOFYS (KS wSOl2NRx 21
ance in 1873 mentions prapty occupied by Edward Vines belonging to John
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Bramston Stane Estprmerly described as three cottages, one formerly occupied
by Henry Clancy, carpenter, one by George Norman, shopkeeper, and one by
James Kersley.

The Meeting House

¢KS aSSiAy3a | 2 dza sownidn theTithé MapshQapes larNJy
unusual featurdor a farm.Most probably thisisthé y Sgf & odzAf 0 YSS
forwhicha5 A 8aSY G SNRQ aSSiAyarJupleegdhadb8eNIi A T A C
issued by the Diocese of WinchestBb further certificates were issued for Sher-

field until 1828, after the plafor the auction of the estates of Bernard Brocas of
Wokefield Park and Beaurepaire in 1828ad been compiledThisplan showed

the Meeting House, which although not named would have been a building which
served some public purposAlso, no relevant certificates were issuleefore

1807 exceptn 1798for5 | Yy A S f hobne & & Rdeeiof worship for Wesley-

ans®.

It is not known whythe Meeting Housevas constructed, although at the time
there appears to have been no MesegjHouseor Chapefor dissentersn the vil-
lage Parkemay havebuilt the Meeting Hous®f his own volition omembers of
the communitymay haveapproached him. Indeed, little is known about Thomas
Parker apart from that he resided in Readiag acknowledged hotbed of dissent-
ers.

Until the certificate for the Meeting House came to light it had been assumed that
it wasthe next owner, David Fentomho hadbuilt the Meeting House, as heas

a strong and dedicated dissentdlaybe thepresenceof the Meeting House on

the farm was one ofiisreasondor buying the farm.

TheWellington Estate
Finally, perusal of papers in the Wellington Estate Archives show that whilst in
1838 the Wellington Estate purchased Sherfield Court and its farm, as well as

B 1 FYLAKANS aAalOStflyeée LLLXZ 5X844 At BWEs968 Pyd B3 I | 2 dza
ii) The Certificate, 16July, 1807.
“eKAA dAK2ga | o0dZAfRAY3I Ay (GKS alyYS LRaiadAazy a GKS W/ K

owned by Brocas are not shown, at the very least it can be assumed that this building had some established public
purpose Sherfield {on-Loddon) sale particulars of "Wheelers Court Farm', 127 acres, 'St. Thomas Well's Farm', 212

acres, 'Hill Farm', 83 acréBenham's Farm', part of Wheelers Court, 40 acres, '‘Bowbridge Farm', 41 acres, 'Breach’, 47
acres, dwelling house, water corn mill, messuages and cottag§es, 10M57/SP615Hampshire Archive3he auction
RSGFAta 2F SaidlrdSa o0St2y3aiay3a G2 . SNYFNR . NeOlFa AyOf dzRS
D2RRIFNRQa0OZ .2¢ .NARIS:E .SyKFEYQa FyR . NBIFIOK CINXYaz [2Y
cottages). These RSY GAFASR 51 @AR CSyilz2y 9al Fa GKS 2¢gySNI 2F (KS
Farm.

S aAAYy3a0G21SY / KdzZNOK { GNBSG aSiK2RAaG / ANDdZAGEZ BNBY W2
built chapel in 1875avid M. Young2016.
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https://calm.hants.gov.uk/TreeBrowse.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&field=RefNo&key=57010%2fSP%2f615

D2RRIFINRQ& CIFNXYZI FNRBY 2AffAFY [@RS 2 A33¢
of this property from Bernard Brocas in 1826), none of the property which com-
LINA&SR . 2¢fAy3dQa CIFENY ¢6F3& SOSNI LI NI 27

2 KSYy ¢l a GKSNB | K2dzaS G .246ftAy3Qa CI |
Themost probable scenaris that the housevas builtbetweenthe mid-1700s

andearly 1800shy either Parker ioFentonor an earler owner for their own use

Without Regency elements such as the porch over the front door and steps,

which could have been addedter the house had been builthe house would

havehada simple appearance typical of many houses built from the early/mid

1700s onwardsind subsequently modified’he Georgian proportions of the win-

dows n the sitting room, dining roonthird bedroom and the blind window

(1:1.6), and the front elevation, are features whiatevailed during the whole

Georgian period

Despite its Georgian proportiong)side it wasmore likea cottage, not a grand
residence maybe deserving somaut not extensivelndeed, there is no evidence
of the interior being iravishRegency style, although this may have be&sally
lost as a result of renovations in the&8®& and later The interior elements which
have survived are very simple timber fireplaces of plain wooden timipexssibly
some doorsalthough there isa hint of plank, ledg and brace doorsCeilings
werereplastered, eithein the 1880s or immediately after WWNo trace could
be found of decorative plaster mouldings, if there had been any.

Going forward from 1841

Charles Cane (Tenant: c184852)

In the 1851 Censuy®Villiam Winkworth and his daughter Jane Winkworth were

living in Reading and the farm was occupied by Charles Cane, aged 31 (a farmer

with 42 acres, employing two labourers). It is probable that he had moved to the

farm by 1845, when he married, and cartly he was resident by 1849 because

he is listed in théost Office Directorfthe predecessortey St f @ Q&) fob A NB O 2
1849. The 1861 Census shows that he had moved to Kingsclere where he was a
farmer with 106 acres. Given the date and place of bifthis last child, he may

have moved to Kingsclere in 1852.

Ambrose Painter (Tenant: 183375)

The 1861 census gives the occup@sAmbrose (Philip) Painter, aged 60, Mary

(wife) 59, Ambrose jnr, 27, and a servant. The entry in the 1871 Census, for what

Ad YIFEYSR Fa 2AYy{162NIKQa CFNYI 3IABSE ! Y
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40 acres, employing one man and one boy), Mary (wife), 68, and a servant. Am-
brose Painter is recorded as farming in Siedd in the 1853P0st Office Directory
and in the 18691arrod DirectorySo, it seems reasonable to assert that he was at
the farm from about 1852 until the mid870s.

0S1873 does not show many changes tofthe -ided farmyard. The farm track
formed the northwest edge. The barn which fac&therfieldGreen formed the
north-east side. To this was adjoined a series of pens along the -sasthside.
Separated from these buildings, on the souwtlest side was another farm build-
ing. By 1873 a small building in the western corner of the yard had been added,
which in the 1930s was used as a shed.

Charles Ernest Bullock (Tenant: 181880)

The suggested identity of the next occupant is speculative. Within the list of farm-

ers in Sherfield given in the 18P®st Office Directorgnd the 1878 KA G4 SQa | A &
tory, there is only one farmer on the Green who, when compared with earlier di-
rectories and censuses, cannot be identified with a particular farm: Charles Ernest
Bullock.

Charles Ernest Bullock wasobablya nephew oMary Painter (nee BullogkHis
stay was quite briefThe 1881 Census shows the farmhouse as unoccupied

It is likely thatby the mid1870s, when Ambrosiainter died, the estatdad not

been well managed. William Winkworth had died some years earliepaoigably
JaneWinkworthwas not able to manage her estate effectively. A consequence

was that the farm was neglected for some yedrg” G A f  WI Y S QWheR S| K
the farm was subsequently auctioned there was no tenant.

An Independent Farm1882¢ 1928

TheWorld at Large

The second half of the 1800s saw a massive decline in the fortunes of British Agriculture
and only a weak recovery through to the beginning of WAWriculture played a dimin-
ishing role in the rapidly industrialising British economy, and couldomtpete withsig-
nificantly cheapeproduce from abroagdfacilitated bycheap land|argescale production,
andrefrigeration. The country needed cheap food to feed the urban poor. Market gar-
dening and milk production (but not cheese making) were buoyant on acafuheir
perishable nature, especially in the Thames Valley and Hampshire.

However, quality of life did improve with the development of new drugs and medical

treatments. On the other hand, it was a period of almost continual conflict on the inter-
national stage and within the British Empire.
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Late 1800s to 1920s: Years of Depression

UK GROSS AGRICULTURAL QUTPUT, 1867~1914
MUALHTS (5Tmarcs

1873-1896 the Great Depression of British o . Ir
Agriculture J ’h] '\l&q [
Did not recover until after WWII i l

No protection for farming - cheap imported -
food essential for urban working class at :1
time of industrial depression!

Milk and Market gardening survived well
because unable to transport products long
distances

E_ 3
E

Figure 36 Economic Depression

Mid 1800s to 1920s:

Health and Social Change = longer healthier lives

\at | id

- il .

. s Vet S v i

1843 Vaccination 1867 Antiseptics
Jenner Lister

More Wars

1853-56 Crimean War 1899-1902 Second Boer War 1922-23 Irish Civil War
1857-59 Indian Mutiny 1914-18 WW1

Figure 37 Health and Social Change & War

The First Auction
Following the death of Jane Winkwortbn 13th September 1882, 2 gt Ay 3 Qa Cl
wasauctioned®.

Thefarm was described as having four bedrooms, two sitting rooms, kitchen, dairy

and store and about 44 acres (43a 3r 34p), the same area as in the 1841 Tithe
Apportionment. It was auctioned in two lots. One lot was the house, yard, barns and
the adjacent fidds. The other lot comprised the more distant fields on the north
A4ARS 2F D2RRINRQ& [FYyS 06S06SSYy /I NLISY:

Theauction advertisement does not identify the vendor. It mentions that the
second lot was in the occupation of Branstone Staine Esq (sic) at the very low rent

L KSNFASER DNBSYY al S LI NIBI2AGKMSY/SRE19,HAMpshRedAf chivigsd sake was | N X
advertised in several local newspapers.
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of £37 10s 0d a year. John Bramston Stane w
the owner of Buckfield Lodge. This further
suggests that there was a period of a few year
when the farm was not being actively managed
by the occupant of the farmhouse, if indeed
there was an occupant.

The auction document mentions four bedroom
Two were in the front and one above the
kitchen. The location of the fourth bedroomwas
Fo2@S GKS RIANEZIZ LI NI
made of sanitation arrangement3he terms of
the auction includedy ¢ A 6t S &K/ f §
I O2y @SeéelyOoS 2y alts
thedate 1%'a I & wMangddo!é aSait S
affecting an undivided share of the property no
offered for sale, in the year 1859, executed by
married lady who was entitled to suchask in

féd

. Figure 38 Auction details 1882
reversion expected on the decease of the tenar

F 2 NJ £ A T TBhenankesf thB Iady & dot known.
The farm was bought by William Adams for £2,241

William Adams (Owner: 188B390)

The 1881 Census for Burghfield, descsiWilliam Adamss a retired builder

from BasingstokeHedied in Basingstoke in January 1890. So, by the time of the
1891 census his widow, Sarah Ann Adams, was in charge.

1883 New Owner: William Adams (1s16-1890)
A retired builder

House was in very poor condition — the ultimate ‘do-er upper’

Filled in window

Conservatory White painted brickwork

Removed side door and [ Verandah

internal back staircase

Larger panes
Internal: hoop fireplace 6 over 6 (from 12 over 12)
inserts; two stone/slate
fire surrounds; new
doors and architraves;

built in cupboards

Victorian door case

Rear extension — boiler
room for dairy

Also owned Sherrin’s Mead and built Woodley Cottages, in Greenway

Figure 39 William Adams: main changes to the house

47 Reading Mercury, 16 September 1882, pg5

An Extraordinary Legacy 25



Probably the house had beeeriously neglected during the last years of Wink-
G2NIKQE 280YSNBEBKALE &2 NBYy206 0A24p- ¢2dzZ R
LISND T2 NJ | Abliel ds BdsliRg the dohderRa®oiyId the farmhouse it is
highly probable thaitt wasAdamswho undertook various modernisations, such

as: removing a staircase in the kitchen which led to the third and fourth bed-
rooms; filling in the soutacing external doorway to the kitchen; making an
opening from the quarter landings on the front stairs to tlear of the house and

as a consequence modifying the staircase; updating some of the fireplaces; and,
adding the conservatory, along with introducing the small window in the present
sitting room and the doorway to the conservatory (which has since beed fill).

He may have been the first to paint the external brickwét&ssibly he added

new doors and architravesnd probably added theerandah.

The main internal features of the present house date from this time. It is possible
that previously the interior of the house was not what is considered Georgian at
all but was more like a country cottage: for example, simple boarded, ledged and
braced doos with thumb latches, no architraves or mouldings, whitewashed
walls, and crude timber mantels and fireplaces, rather like that which remains in
the breakfast room.

William Adams also boug&herrins Meadh Greenway and built a pair of semi
detached cottages in its garden (naoodley Cottage

The Second Auction |
On 6th July 1891 the farm was auctioned again |
along with three cottages in Sherfield (in Green
way) and 17 cottages in Basingsto#e? y U K
structions of the trustees acting under the will of
0KS I (S &8NTUheé famhou’e Was de-
scribed as having two reception and four bed-

rooms with convenient offices, a small conserva
tory and 43 acres 3 roods 34 poles, almost the

same aghe Tithe Map ofL841. Itdid not mention

the dairy, which presumably had become the of-
fices nor anysanitationarrangements.

Figure40 Auction details 1891

BLKSNFASER DNBSYY al S LI NI A 0e@A, 10MF/?2 Hampshirg Aréhi@®sale CI NY S
was advertised in several local newspapers.

An Extraordinary Legacy 26



The farm was sold asone lét:l Y2 RS N
R S v @éflécting alterations made by Mr Ad-
ams. Ami2f R oNRAO]l FyR @A
O 2 ( G (Sh®Rirs Mead) which g I & |
to another cottage but now forms a single pro
S NJiaadt a pair of serrdetached cottages
built in what previously had been the garden
Sherrins Mead (Woodley Cottagyenow a single
property), were sold as another lot. The prope
ties in Basingstoke were sold in two further lo

0 A f

X0«

The auction particulars include an estate map
This shows the conservatory and an extensior
at the rear of the house attached to the back wall of the kitchen but placed more
centrally than shown on OS1897. Unless this was a poor representation, the ex-
tension was replaced within a few years of the sale with a structure which was
still standing inl985. Also, in the southermost corner of the plot is an outbuild-
ing whch in the auction particulars is larger than that on OS maps.

Gilbert and Julia Palmer (Owners: c189D28)

.26t AYy3AQa FIENY 461 & Ldgstbbécant:ifedulia MDA £ 0 S NI
gan,although it is not clear whether thjgurchasewas at theauction orslightly

later. Julig who by various accounts was much better off thatb&i, remained

the owner, and vaen the farm was sold by the Palmers it wakénname, alt-

hough both were alive.

Figured41Part of Auction details, plan of house

George and Julia married in Basingstoke in 1893 and remained at the farm until at
least 1927, as shown in successWw& £ & Qa freM 18F O 2 NRA S a

0S1897 shows some additions to the %ﬁﬂv et

house; the conservatory, built by William ] w?{}, i Ve
Adams, and a rear extension attached to 5%‘5‘ ’ "E‘;/{(
the kitchen (what is now the breakfast Y N, o ~

room). Because it had beerewlyreno- :-:/(/\: J} x
vated by Adams it is very unlikely that the <\ g g |
Palmers needed to carry out any signifi- N ‘
cant work to the house. Howevgdre- N _ -
tween 1893 and 1900 the Palmersy ‘*,f 1.1 \ L
have réouilt the rear extension, which in- =777 © O e
itially was used for heating water for the
dairy, and later a shelter/porch along the
rear of the dairylt is also likelytat they removed the internal doorway to the
conservatory and bricked up the opening, turning it into a glasshouse.

» r .
Bowlings Farm 77 |
14

Figure420S 1897 1:2500
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.— 081911 shows the outside privy, which still

e

[P

mﬁwﬂ Rt /" stands, now part of the garden shed. This is
3.210-04 i LN also shown on 0S1894 (1:10560) although not
-,;_;'"*"“‘ 70 \_\?ﬂ \ ( on 0S1897 (1:2500). The privy has two blind
AR aNy: .f'a \\ Victorian gothic windows which is typical of
3 E} K L ™ that period. It would be no surpse if this was
¢ "bﬂ;t }9 ffﬂ*ﬂ*’“"ﬂ #arm - the first addition made by the Palmers. By all
S Uk @m .. accounts Julia Palmer was véugsy:tradi-

I — f y .;].lnn tional forms of sanitationwould not have
Figure 48 0OS 1911 1:2500 been acceptable_

0S1911 also shows the letemshelter along the back of the dairy. Further, some
changes had been made to the farmyard: the front of the barn had been ex-
tended towardsSherfieldGreen; there were more animal pens, and what has
been identified as a granary was added (a small wooden building on staddle
stones), situated in the westermost corner of this complex of farm buildings.

Also, the 1841 Tithe plot 7The Six Acres and Picked Clbosel been divided into
three, two fields of 6.7 acres and 2.9 agraad a house and garden of 0.1 acres,

2gft Ay3Qa /2041 3S Ay D2RRIFINRQ& [lYyS 66
stands). Presumably, the house was built by the Palmers for farm workers. The OS
1897 map does not show this division or the cottage.

Eoiler Room
erected 1830s

NN

Kitchen Bedroom 3

Bedroom 4
(Back Room)

External door and

back stairs renm'ed\
., c1884 Step down

to dairy

Back stairs and door

to bedroom removed, )
- . ' There was a slight
making bigger room slope to the floor

clB84  Twoor thiee c1930
Steps up o )
rear landing

Step down
to kichen

Srep dowr'

Sitting Room

Dining Room

Bedroom 2 ; Bedroom 1

Side window
removed
clssd

Conservatory

Landing

Verandah c1840 or replaced original
c1880 Regency porch

Figure44Plan of house c1900
(Showing changes madter it was built, except for entrance to conservatory wtghl900had been bricked in)
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In 1917 part of the farm was requisitioned by the War Office for Brantley-

nance DepatTithe plot 204, originally 8 acres was reduced to 0.1 acres, but parts
of Tithe plots 205 and 206, 1.8 acres and 0.1 acres respectively, belonging to Sher-
field Farm, which waalmost fully enclosed bthe Depot, were acquired. The to-

tal area of the farm was reduced by just over 6 acres to 37.845 acres. The 1917
Valuation List for Sherfield on Loddon shows a Gross Estimated Rental of £21 0s
0d for the farm and buildings, a reduction from £21s 15$0tP05, probably af-

ter land had passed to the War Offfée

Figure 45 Gilbert and Julia Palmer, c1

I ¢ ASRZX/ sdmiadyyHS

¢ K252 NI B NIBS

Thefifty-yeardepression in British agriculture continuedarthe 1930s, with arable farm-
ers in particular strugglinggainstpreferential imports from the Empird.and was ne-
glected and equipment deteriorated. A number of marketing boards were established,
guaranteeing minimum prices, which helped to stabilise the existing positiorthbre
were no great changes. WWII provad a major stimulus; rapid mechanisation, assured
markets, subsidies for ploughing grass laspkcial encouragement of cattle farming be-
cause of the food value of miland financial assistance for faers. After World War I,

the 1947 Agriculture Act stimulated price guarantees and income support by means of
subsidies with encouragement to expand output by intensification and mechanisation.
Successive governments pursued cheap food policies.

49 Sherfield on Loddon valuation list, 1905, with supplemer88628, 60M72/DDR36, Hampshire Archives
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In 1971, the UK began its tweear transition to European Community memberslap

jackpot for those growing supported commodities such as wheat and barley. Products
outside the support mechanisms such as pigs continued to experience cyclical booms and
declines. The philosophy was for EU producers to earn income from a carefully rigged
market. By the 1980s, the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was in ditangaly be-
causethe application of technology was inexorably increasing yields and surpMsks
jd2il & 6SNB AYGNRBRddzZOSR AY wmdy n atragaRle adetN) S NB&
such that some farmersold or leased their quota to others accelerating the trend to-

wards fewer, larger herds.ater,support forproduction supportvas separatedrom that

for environmental protection and enhancement schemes. Efforts to limit overproduction
included N} 6t S f I YR -K& DRESDtE 2omriabléibastéss environ-

ment for many farmersandbecause agriculture accounted for less than 2%noploy-

ment, politicallyit was not perceived as important and there was no interest in issues of
food security.

Aside from agriculturgthe period was one of tremendous upheaval followed by relative

calm. The financial crash of the 1930s, the rise of fascism, WA&/iKorean war, The

Suez crisighe founding of the United Nation®ato, the Warsaw Pact, the European Eco-

nomic Community and the NH§Qy scandals, a new monarch, independence for several
Commonwealth countrieghe UK joining the ECThere was growingffluence better

living conditionsthe dawn of the permissive society, increasing secularisation, the

IAINRPGGK 2F YIFaa YSRAFSES GKS RSYAaS 2F GKS w9,
increased immigratiorandthe rise of music and fashion.

The Farm is Sold

Major Maitland Cecil Melville Wills (Owner: 192845)

In late 1928 the farm was sold by Julia Palmer to Major Maitland Cecil Melville

Wills, a member of the Wills tobacco family amddue coursewriter of 26 detec-

tive stories, who in that year had become the owner of Sherfield Court and its es-
tates and possibly other local estates. He, his family, staff and ,stumked to
{KSNFASER FNRY F+ty SaidladS ySFENI . N Aaaz2ft o
acres, including the plot occupigd® . 2¢ft Ay 3Qa /200138 Ay [

Amongst the staff from his previous estate were Arthur Rickwood, employed as

Farm Bailiff who with his wif€atherineY 2 @3S R A y  BarmHaugef ang’ 3 Q a

Orlando ®arlesLloyd, a plumber/handymarwho withhis wife and son moved to
2gft Ay3aQa /2041 3So

By all accounts, Major Wills was an enthusiastic and fori@o#ting farmer,

adopting recent advances in stock breeding and crop production. He undertook
extensive building projects on the estate, for example: installing a borehole at
Sherfield Court to g@e the whole estate, building Lilac Cottage (now Little Bowl-
ings) c1935, andn identical property in Dixon Road which became the game-
1SSLISNRa O2 a4 d!l 3 &tsonie 5tgge & elBc8idty deredntiirSvRsyO ©
installed to provide power to the dairfarm buildings and the farmhouse. For
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this, the outside briclouilt privy was commandeered and extended with a

$22RSY &a0GNHzOUdzNBE G2 F2N¥Y (KS WSy3IAyS &rf
garden shed. The wooden extension accommodated the generator; the batteries

were kept in the formeprivy.

New Owner 1928:
Major Maitland Cecil Melville Wills, MC, JP (1891-1966)

¥ ” Bt ]
@ 0, [I f - =
v

[4%/GOLD FLAKE |

1928: Bought Sherfield Court Estate from Lady Dorothy Wellesley (owner from 1922)
then added Bowling’s Farm.
Brought some staff with him from his well-established innovative farm near Bristol :
Arthur Rickwood — Farm Bailiff, Orlando Charles Lloyd — Handyman

Figure 46 Major Wills: the new owner
The farmhouse was the first house in the village to have electricity (12v, DC) and
the generator was in use at least until 1946, when mains electricity was con-
nected. The replacement toilet arrangement was an Elsan chemical toilet, closed
to the elementsm a cubicle at the northern end of the leam porch which ad-
joined the dairy. The only bath in the house was in what became the kitchen,
along with several stoves and the like.

Electricity comes to Sherfield

Privy commandeered and extended
Used c1928 — 1947 or even later

First house in Sherfield to have
electric light and power

An Elsan replaced the privy!

No major alterations to house
But plenty of building work on the estate,

|nclud|ng: Engine Shed Batteries in Privy
Lilac Cottage (now Little Bowlings) and another for
game keeper in German Road

The engine shed, now garden shed, in 2022
V for Victory dates from 1941

Figure47Theengine shed, 2022
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Sherfield Court

Sherfield Counvhich became the home of the Wills famdgn be traced to 1167.
Previous owners include: Edward St John, W L W Chute of the Vyne and Welling-
ton Estates, from which Gerald Wellesley purchased the property in 1818e

1830s, when owned by Chute, it was tenanted by Richard Tubb. When acquired
by Wellington Estates in 1838 through to c1896 it was tenanted initially by John
Butler and subsequently by his son, George Butler. From then until c1920 the ten-
ant was Willam CoX°,

Tillthen Sherfield Court had operatguirelyas a farmhousebut Wellesley made
major changesturning it into a sophisticated country house.

Sherfield Court 1838-1918 1918-1928

Wellington Estate G&D Wellesley’s Estate

Sherfield Court
Estate — part of
the gift from a

grateful nation

From a Farm
<
Toa
Literary
Salon

Arthur Wellesley > Gerald Wellesley Dorothy Wellesley
Warrior Prime Minister Soldier, Diplomat & Architect Poet
1% Duke of Wellington 7' Duke of Wellington (1943)

= :

Guests of Gerald &Dorothy

The Bloomsbury Set! Ve B &
Vita Sackville-West|g =y 4

Figure 48 The Wellesleys

In 1928, on becoming the seventh Duke of Wellington, Gerald Wellesley moved to
Stratfield Saye House leaving Lady Wellesley, from whom he was estriagged
cause oher affair with Vita Sackvilé/est, at Sherfield Court. The property was

then sold. The conveyance was between i. Lady Dorothy Violet Wellesley, ii. West-
minster Bank Limited and Edward William Hornby Birley, and, iii. Maitland Cecil
Melville Wills.

Wills and his family lived at Sherfield Court until the outbreak of WWII when the
house was requisitioned for use as a shipping office. They moved to Sunningdale,
although the Estate continued to function, largely under the management of
Colonel Scorer. Brfamily never returned.

50 SerendipityHis grandson, Peter Pratt, of Brook Farm in Timsbury, is a close friend of the Lansley family.
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WWII

Major-General Wills, Staff Office, Ministry of War

Sherfield Court requisitioned by Ministry of Supply,
as a shipping office
Wills family decamped to Sunningdale
Estate ticked over, run by its Manager, Colonel Scorer
Wills never returned

Inspector Boscobel
Aged 56, Wills retired to write more
detective novels

TEEGIL M. WILLS

1945 Estate Sold

Figure 49VWII and the Wills family

Arthur Rickwood (Manager/Bailiff:"09December 1929.947)

Arthur Rickwood and his wif8atherinemoved to Sherfield and took up resi-

RSYOS Ay . 246fAy3IQa CIFN)Y | 2dzaS 6KSNBE (K
bornand brought up

The Bailiff and Bowling’s Farm House
Bailiff: Arthur Rickwood

Wife: Catherine

Sons: Donald and Alistair

Arthur

s Donald and Alistair 5. '\l; VT '- »
Role of Bailiff: m R
Managing farming on Sherfield Court Estate " =

Liaising with tenants of farms: Carpenter’s (Maynard),
Goddard’s (Lee?).......

Donald with Maurice |
Syckelmoore. (.

Breeding pedigree Dairy Shorthorns for the major shows and
top quality bulls for breeding - sold at Dairy Shorthorn sales.

Figure 50 The Rickwodamily

Arthur Rickwood, had a widenging brief According to Donald Rickwoddii K S
purpose of what became known as Court Farm was to provide milk, butter, eggs
and cockerels for the household and staff of Sherfield Court, and to breed pedigree
Dairy Shorthorns to show at the major shows and bulls for Saevs were milked

by hand. The dairy bottled its own milk, made butter and other prodiadtisough

the farm was principally involved with dairying, there were many chickens, in runs
immediately outside the back door and in the adjacent paddock. The conservatory
had become a glasshouse, where grapes were grown for Sherfield Court. Each day
milk, butter, eggs and, when appropriate, chickens and grapes were taken to Sher-
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T A St R The RidkW@bechildren churned butter from the morning milking be-
fore setting off for school!

The Bailiff’s Wife

Catherine, Sparsholt College trained, ran the Dairy,
providing produce for Sherfield Court:

* each day - fresh milk, butter and eggs

* when appropriate — chickens and grapes....

II i Butter Pads

Donald and Alistair helped churn the
butter each morning, before school

Illustrations only — not Bowling’s Farm

Figure 51 Catherine Rickwood

G ! NI K dzNJ was\wel| kaave iRthe Dairy Shorthorn world for turning out

top quality bulls for breedingrhe bulls were exercised on a Sunday on the grass

AY FNRYyG 2F [/ 2dzNI CFENXY |yR LINI g1 & R2¢
get them used to people and perhaps a car might come by. They were exercised

daily right round the field with Lilac CottageRan . 2 6t Ay 3a [/ 2001 3S b

GaNJ wAOl1922R | ftgl&8ad RNBaaSR Ay | 2 01 Si
cap, breeches with brown gaiters and boots so he would have looked dressed up.
When he was workindne wore a brown lightweight coat over his clothes and if

Major Wills turned up to take him off the farm, which he did often, as he took a

great interest in the breeding of the herd, so off came his coat and away they

went in a chauffeur driven car. The maut a stop to the big shows but there were

still sales and shows and BeRSNAR ¢l yiAy 3 (G2L) odzf £ a | yR

Other reminiscences come from Audrey Chapmaré(@edd) (192&8002) who
recalled Sundays when the bull from the farm would be exercised on a long pole
on the Green outside the farmhouse.

Another reminiscence, fror@ilbet Sydney(Berf) Bowman (192-2002) who

claimed to have been born in the farmhouse, is of the front garden being fenced
with corrugated iron and cows entering by the bottom gate and assembling there,
then going round to the back of the house to be milked before finally wandering
back down tle farm track to theGreen where they grazed. When this was the

case is a mysterylhe corrugated iron fence which was along the farm track was
removed in 1933.
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During the war years some villagers had vegetable gardens in the front and the
back gardesof the househardly a place for cows. (For extensive wartime mem-
ories, see separate document.)

OrlandoGChas] f 28 R 6. 2¢6f Ay d&a 19839 G G 3SY OmdHy
Orlando Lloydthe former Batman oMajor Wills,and his wife Sarghived at

2t Ay3Qa /206G 3Sd ¢KS mMmpmm / Syadz F2NJ
Lloyd as a plumber working for a large estate, presumably that of Major Wills. In
1939 he was described as a domestic servant/handyman living in Shethgld.
sonBill,became village postmaster sometime in the 1970s or 1980s.

The Estate is Sold
Louis Dreyfus (Owner: 194948)

LY 5SOSYOSNI mpnp { KSNFASEtR [/ 2dz2NI YR Al
to Louis Dreyfus, a music publisher from New York. His ownership waS!Ibtimfi-

ever, interestingyisitors came to Sherfield Court, especially frehow business

Both Donald and Alastair Rickwopetalled being asked to show a ndaarn calf to

Dreyfus and his guestrving Berlin, a frequent visitéf.

1945 New Owner: Louis Dreyfus s77.1067

Max and Louis Dreyfus, New York
Music publishers:

T B Harms, Francis Day & Hunter
Chappell and Co

Louis ran the London base

Jerome Kern George Gershwin Richard Rogers Cole Porter

Irving Berlin

Figure 52 Louis Dreyfus

It took some time for Dreyfus to decide whether to keep the farm and how to run

it, by which time, 1947, the Rickwoods had left and moved to Leicestershire (alt-
K2dzaK fF G4SN 0KSe8 NBUOdzZNYySR G2 0KS QGAffl:
the farmhouse.

51Donald Rickwood recalléd K I i db2 G KAy 3 YdzOK KI LIISYySR (2 GKS FINY | LI NI FI
GKS yS¢g INBe CSNHdzaadz2y (N} OG2NB 2dzald 2y (GKS YIFIN]SGzZ G2 NBLIX
52 Last visit was when working oAnnie Get Your Guna ¢ KSNEQa y2 odzZaAySaa tA{1S andEased dzaiy S
Parade a { G SLILJA Y3 2dzi 6AGK Y& ol oeété
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Tedh QyA2yas KIR 0SSy SYLt28SR a O026YL Y
too may have come from the Bristol estate). In 1935, about the time he married

the daughter of the publican at the Four Horseshoes, he moved into the newly

built Lilac Cottage (now named Little Bowlings) hayreyiouslylodged in Wild-

moor.

TheEstateis Sold Again

Sir Roger Mellor Makins, later Lord Sherfi@avner: 19481.963)

In August 1948 the estate was bought by Sir Roger Mglakins, later Baron

Sherfield®. He became a significant lamavner, subsequently acquiring Beaure-

LIF ANBE FYR aSOSNIf 20KSNJ SadlidiSao . & GK?I
changed from when the Palmers sold the farm to Major Wills. It was identified
separately in the conveyance ta oger Makins.

1948 New Owner:
Sir Roger Mellor Makins (Lord Sherfield) (1904-1996)

=1L
~EhS
iy

Bought Sherfield Court Estate (for £40,000) added
other local estates and farms, such as Beaurepaire.

Some stories:

“So I still have staff there!”

“Meet you at the Ambassador”

“...his hat was in the clouds........”

“Would sit on a bale and .................ccuceu.. ”
“What do you think?”

“He would jump on any spare tractor......”
“On the way to a NATO meeting.............”

British Ambassador to the US, 1953-56
Many very senior appointments:
Diplomatic, Business and Science &
Technology Policy.

Investment Banker, Chair of AEA.......
Chancellor of the University of Reading.

Painting: Lord Sherfield, Chancellor, University of Reading, by Robin Darwin (1910-1974)

Figure 53 Sir Roger Mellor Makins

The farmhousevas2 OOdzLJA SR 6& (GKS hQyAz2ya Tl YAfe
hQy A2y a NBiA-NBIR bezshi€l bHzBIZ S RE@yperfeiwitidty
pneumonitis)Bythers . 2t Ay 3Q& CIFN)XY | 2dzaS 06SOF YS
Farm Houselater, it became known as Court Farm. Then, in 1984, when the

house was separated from the land, the farmhouse became known as Court Farm
House. However, to this day, the name Sherfield Court Farm still appears on some
utility bills.

During the early 1950s a new single storey dairy with bathroom and outside WC
were built to replace the existing dairy, toilet arrangements and room above. The

53 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Makins, 1st_Baron_Sherfield
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present utility area is in what was the new bathroom, which then was also the
passageway between the back door and the rest of the house. Probably it was at
this time that the house was connected to the main sewer which would have
been built during the costruction of The Plantation in 1947. The sewer runs from
¢KS tflydlaGgAaz2y G2 ySIFENI ¢KS Dft206S | 2dza S:
being close to th&xicket Pavilion. Because the new facilities were only of a single
storey, the entrance from the starto thelanding which served the third and

fourth bedrooms was blocked up, and so too was the opening between the down-
stairs hallway and the lobby serving the kitchen (now breakfast room). So, the
only way from the front of the house to the rear was through thenhdining

room into the then kitchen.

It was at this time that the winding staircase to the third bedroom was built ne-
cessitating changes to the main staircase. firabablethat it was at this time

that the present dining room was modernised with the existing brick and tile fire-
place being installed

Christopher James Makins (Owner: 19682)

LY wmdcoX LI NI 2 7T 306achkdin tdtd asFrdnSdrrédbira Sa G | |
Deed of Gift, to his son, Christopher James Makjmghen he turned 21Christo-
pherenteredthe UK diplomatic service, but on his marriage in 1975 he moved to

the USA where he remained until his death in 200&er,Lord Sherfield also

transferred other parts of his estate, including Beaurepaire, to his other son,

Dwight William Makins, an investment manager. However, Lord Sheaigldars

to haveretained some parts of the estate, including Wildmoor Fafhe trans-

ferswould havehelped toavoid future inheritanceéax. The organisation and

management of the estate were unaffected.

The conveyance to Christopher Makins, which included Sherfield Court, does not
RAGGAYIdzAaK 0SG6SSYy {KSNFASER / 2dz2NI CI I
.26t Ay3AQ&a CIFENXY YR a2YS fFyR 02 0KS 91 2
had been joined togéter as one large farm. All of the property conveyed to Ma-

22NJ 2Afftarx oKSY KS 02dAKIO .2t Ay3IQa CII
transfer SEOSLIG . 26t Ay3aQa /20GF3S yR AGa 3l

54 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Makins, 2nd_Baron_Sherfield
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1963 New Owner: Christopher Makins (1942-2006)

Christopher (aged 21) - Goddard’s, Carpenter’s, Bowling’s etc

The Family

Alice Brooks Makins (neé
Davis) took a special interest

in the dairy herd especially Mary, b1935

Cynthia, b1935

Virginia, b1939
Christopher James, b1942
Patricia, b1946

Dwight William, b1951

Herd Pedigree Name:
Kalorama!

Fiaure 54 The Makins family

Brought up in Sherfield & Washington
Educated Winchester & Oxford

Diplomat and Foreign Policy Expert

Spent much of career in Washington

Significant expert on US-Europe relations

British Ambassador’s
“A tall man with a slim physique, home in Washington

gracious manners, and a booming voice {@}
...one of the brightest and most Atlantic Council
knowledgeable officials on defence, arms “A man of tremendous stature andlinteflect”

control, and other security issues.” )
Washington Post 2006

Figure 55 Christopher Makins

Brian Gaiger (Manager: 195882)
In 1958 Brian Gaiger was appointed as Estate Manager. He, his wife Kathleen, and
their first two children movedinto the farmhouse.

Even with some recent improvements, in the late 1950s the house had only basic
facilities: no heating system except open fires, an outside WC, a primitive bath-
room (in the passageway from the backdoor), an ancient cooking range in the
kitchen (now the brelafast room), a basic sink and cooker in the building attached
to the kitchen (originally built to house a water boiler for the dairy). This boiler
room, which eventually became the kitchen, had a floor of bricks laid on earth, so
was continually damp. Thealf -brickwallswere also very damp and running with
condensationSxty years ago, such conditions wearet unusual andound in

many houses, in both towns and rural areas.
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Court Farm House — Home of the Farm Manager

1947 — 1958 Ted Onions — Farm Manager
1958 — 1982 Brian Gaiger — Farm Manager
Much building work on Estate

At Court Farm House — main changes

Late 1940s — Mains electricity installed

Early 1950s - The “fill-in” of dairy with bedroom above built
by Winkworth, replaced by a single storey
‘modern’ dairy, bathroom (in back hall)
and outside WC.

Early 1960s — Bedroom and bathroom built above the dairy

Early 1970s — Kitchen properly fitted out
- a modern kitchen!!

Figure 56 The home of the farm manager

The Gaiger Family

The‘%ﬁfﬂg’ﬂgm Brian Gaiger — Farm Manager
need no introduction Independent Borough Councillor

Mayor 1985/6

8 Parish Councillor

& Chair of Parish Council

Proposed and led major
schemes for Borough and Village

A Councillor with a lovely human touch

Considerate, Consultative, Communicative,
Community-focussed, Collegial,

Courteous especially towards Contrarians,
Confident & Charming.

Back: Kathleen, Eleanor, Brian
Front: Mary, Frances, Richard, Sarah, Stephen

With a very special connection to the Rev
James! But which one?

Figure 5 Brian Gaiger and family

From the late 1950s onwardsnprovements were made to the walls and floor,
which to a large degree kept the damp at bay, and ¢c1970 there was a transfor-
mation - a fully-functioning modern fitted kitchen made from Hygena units.

In the early 1960s, a firdloor bedroom and bathroom were added above the

dairy, which had become an office, and an opening was made from thdainal

ing to provide acces$y these new roomsiestoring the opening made by Mr Ad-
ams in the 1880s. The existing bathroom became a utility area. At about this time,
an electric hot water storage system was installezter, an opening was created

to provide access from the front hall to the rear hall. This provided a route from
the front hall to the back of thdouse without needing to pass through the cur-

rent sitting room. A small serving hatch replaced the doorway from the breakfast
room to the sitting room. At that timgthe breakfast room was remodelled with
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pine panelling up to a shallow shelf set at dado height. The panelling was required
largely to hide damp patches on the sod#ting wall wherean external door
opening had been filled in many years earlier.

Inthe early 1900sto overcome penetrating damp caused by rain from the seuth
west, the external soutlwest facing wall of the presemireakfast room had been
hung with tiles or slatedn the early 1960these were removed by the estate
builder The damp returned, prompting the need for remedial treatmentich
were largely unsuccessfutinally, what had become a rather dilapidated conserv-
atory was blown down c1958.

L re Compared with the OS 1911 Map, the

Sherfield onlLodde OS 1968 Map shows some major
changes to the farmyard. Whilst the
farm track, barn and pens to the south
east side remained, the latter having
been extended with more animal pens,
the buildings on the southvest side,
2 animal pens, the granary and the shed
" in the western corner had been re-
placed by a substantial modern barn.

Figure58 0S1968, 1:2500

Close to the house were two corrugated iron sheds mentioned earlier, which
dated at least from the time of the Rickwoods, and which later provided stabling
for Kitty, the Gaiger family pony. In what is now Orchard Lea were two large
arched corrugated irobuildings, Nissen Huts, dating from the 1930s, which for
some time housed chickens and capons for Christmas. Layers were kept in the
barn andat some timethere were pigs. However, the main farming activity for
the Sherfield Estate was dairying.

Although bythe mism pp nd GKS RFANE KSNR FYR YAf (A
Farm, Court Farm housed the bull and some calves and, Isirgedorries could
y2i | 00Saa D2RRINRQA& CINXZ Al 6l a GKS (

Farming

After buyingSherfield Court Farm provided, Makacquiredthe Beaurepaire es-
tate andseveralmore farms; Taylors, Four Lanes, and Wildmoor, for example.
Bringing these together provided plenty of opportunity for rationalisation and
economies of scale, and for bringing land usadother purposes during WWII
back into production.
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Whilst mixed farming continued to prevail across the eegpanding estate, the

breeding of pedigree bulls for sale at Court Farm had petered out during the time

of Dreyfus. Nevertheless, maintaining a pedigde#y herd was a priority, but of
Guernseygather than Dairy Shorthorns, and in due couFseisiansand Freisian
crossesDuring the perioddairying activities moved from Court Farm to God-
RFNRQ& CIFNXY |yR adzomaSldsSyagte (G2 2AfRY2:

By the early 1970s the nature ofrfaing was changing apace, especially given the
L'yYQa Sy i N LiKe yhaing farink the viatsility of Sherfield Court Farm and
the livelihoods of its workers was seriously threatened. So, a major step towards
achieving the efficiency gains necessary to keep its head above the water, was to
establish an agricultural corgcting business. Across its many farms, the estate
owned a significant amount ehodernfarming equipment, somef which stood

idle for much of the yeia such as combine harvesters, which could be used by
other farms which did not have their own up to date machinery, or operators. Ev-
idently this was a successful development which kept the wolf from the door, alt-
hough by the early 1980s, for whatever other reasons, the decision was made to
break up and sell off the 8Hield Court EstateThs was theend ofSherfield

Court Farm, the only remaining farm operating from the Sherfield Green.

Major Developments and Then!

Post war: mid 40s — mid 60s
Acquiring farms and combining them quite easy. Rationalization boosted productivity.
The Heyday of British Agriculture

April 1973

But, by early 1970s these days were over FARM CONTRACT SERVICE

Impact of Britain’s entry to EU in 1973
Very significant challenge to farm incomes

- £1.30 per hour

. ™ e150 per hour

New avenues - Contracting offered better use ST o150 per haur
. . Plot 4x12” furr (Bamford Kverne-

expensive equipment and)’ " - oo P LT £3.00 per acre

Combine drilling (M-F 29 drill) - - - - £1.60 per acre

Muck-s ding (M-F 188 and Rotospreader 200

wit -F 35X and loader) - - - -

£2.80 per hour
Ditto, plus extra man, tractor and spreader - £5.00 per hour

By early 1980s completely new business models Sl e s
Doubtful future for large estates run by landed gentry
1982 Sherfield Court Estate sold

Figure ® Agricultural contracting
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The Estate Divided and Sold

In 1982, much of the estate was sold by auction. This incluSledrfield Court, its
gardensandground® 2 RRIF NRQa CIF N¥YX (GKS 246y SNAKALJ
ferred to Christopher Makins in 196@/ildmoor Farm and Dairy Unihe land

V28 200dzLJA SR o0& ¢ I & fagdNdidus ttahydy an{ fardza A y I ¢
K2dzaSad [2NR { KSNFASftRQa RIFIANER KSNRXZ 27
dian-Holstein cattle, and some dairy plant at Wildmoor Farm, were also sold, but

at a separate livestock, auction, for £81,000.

Some of the estate was excluded from the auction. By this time, the Gaiger family
KIR tAFS NAIKGEa 20SNI[AETFO /200138 oy 2«
02NRSNAY3I D2RRINRQ&a [FyYyS dzLlJ 42 GKS F22i
Ay3aQailhywReiasa tf 2F 6KAOK K| The GagSs/laterd: NJi
bought this property, whiclthey renamed A G G f S . 2 #he hoyss, Qitlle C I NI
.28t AY3IAQAT ¢l A adzoaSldsSyidte az2tR Ownnn
which in 2020 was sold férousing development which became Little Paddock

Also excluded from the auction was the paddockhe north of Court Farm

House, whiclwas developed by Mansers of Sherfield on Loddorbecome Or-

chard Lea.

[20 W 2F GKS Sadl S | dzaliha land © thOrbiRI NR QA&
D2RRIFENRQ&a [lYyS gKAOK KIFIR 06St2y3aSR G2 . :
0St2y3IAy3a G2 [/ FNLISYISNRa CFN¥YI { KSNFAST
some houses, in total 182.5 acres. It did not include land to the easecA#3

which had been transferred to Christopher Makins. This lot was bought by the

Gosdens.

Brian and Kathleen Gaiger (Owners: 19885)

Lot 9 comprised Court Farm House, farm buildings and yard (1.53 acres) and ad-
22AYAY3 FAStRaAY (K2aS 0SKAYR /®BBNI CI N
I ONBaA0X YR FTASEtRA 0SKAYR ¢KS tflFydl 0A:
Court Farmbuty 2 0 . 2gf Ay 3Qa CI N)Y depdéownto WHatNB & 0 =
isnowcalledY 18 Qa / 2LJAS ondtn | ONBAOLXE HKAOK
total). This Lot was purchased by Brian and Kathleen Gaiger. The auction docu-
ments refer the Court Farm and Court Farmhouse as one and the same entity.

In 1983 the yard where 1, 2 and 3 Court Farm now stand and the access drive,

were sold to John Peter Pearson and Kathleen Pearson, trading as Thor Develop-
YSyiGiad | 26SOSNE | AGNALI 2F aNBiOFAYSRE f
ular conditions although subsequently it was sold to the owners of 2 Court Farm

LYy mdpyn GKS o0FNY FyR LINIG 2F GKS @I NRZX
Alan Brian Evans and Richard Thorpe, trading as Loddon Builders.
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OS 1978990 shows the result of these developments which were completed in
1984 and early 1985 as well as later alterations to Court Farm House. Whilst
YAY3IQAa . FNY KlFla GKS aryYS F220LINAYy 0 | &
ther, the barn was pulled down and some of its timbers were incorporated into

the new structure. The modern barn which had stood in the farmyard was moved
G2 [AGG$Farm 246t Ay 3Q

Figure600S19781990, 1:250

Boundaries

e My nm .26t Ay 3
\, w1989 | ot 9: Auction
s 1082 Manser Builders

o 4 © 1982 Gaiger

e foft 4 B
s & ) LT 4 S y
P ETa 2R L . ¥

Figure61 Auction Lot 9 with subsequent division and related holdings, 1982
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A Private Home1985-

Lansley family (Owners: 198%present)
In November 1985 the farmhouse and garden were purchased by Peter and Irene

Lansley.

Major renovation projects ensued. In 1986 various repairs werdertaken in-
cluding: damp proofing and wood treatment, replacement of floors in the dining
room and breakfast rooms, repointing some brickwork, repairs and addition of
flashings, and some roof repaitsOftpeak storage heaters and panel radiators
were installed, there being no gas in the village at this time although it arrived in
the village a year later!

Figure62The house in 1985

1985 New Owners: Peter & Irene Lansley

Major Modernisation Project —
from Tied Farm House to Private Home
Heating
Insulation
Repairs & redecoration — extensive & endless

Building work — governed by listed building status
Listed October 1984

Significant interest and encouragement from:

ey

)f FIE Villagers

| Borough Council
Coukr  Farm

Repairs Officer

SamiEimce %
. Se})‘t%w\rbwo\/ Chief Conservation Officer

Parish Councillors

Village Calendar 1980

Figure 63 Court Farm House in 1985

55 The ratable value of the property was sufficiently low that it qualified fBepairGrant from Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council. Th&epairGrants Officer and conservation officers, some of whom were familiar the property, were very supportive of the
changedeing made, and at no point was the need for listed planning consent for any of the work raised. The rateable value was
raised soon afterwards.
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In 1987the dairy, with bedroom and bathroom abovevas extended to form a

large lounge and hallway on the ground floor with bedroom, study, bathroom and
storage areas above. A downstairs cloakroom was also constructed, as was a de-
tached garage. In the same yetre kitchen was refurbished. Its external walls

were linedinternallywith insulation board and new kitchen units, a cooker and

dish washer installed. As with the earlier upgrading 15 years earlier, this was a sig-
nificant transformation. A utility area was created in the central lobby on the
ground floor.Other work to enhance comfort and internal appearance was under-
taken, but as a matter of course, materials and design details, windows, doors,
ironmongery, skirtings and architravabvaysfollowed thosefoundin the historic

part of the houseln 1985, 1988 and 2012 wood fming/multi fuel stoves were
installed in the sitting room, lounge and dining room respectively.

1985 Onwards: From Tied Cottage to Private Home:
— :

1985 1987 2009
Conversion and extension of dairy & outside wc Kitchen & cloakroom
and bedroom & bathroom above, replaced
to provide

lounge, back hall, cloakroom, bedroom, study,
bathroom, ensuite, landing & storage.

Figure 64 Court Farm House in 198

In 2009 the existing kitchen and downstairs cloakroom were demolished and re-
placed by a slightly larger kitchen and new cloakroom, and the southernmost
chimney stack rebuilt from just below roof level. In 2012 single glazed windows in
the 1987 extension we replaced with double glazingfIn 2015, the verandah
wasoverhauled followinghe original design and materials. The slab and supports
for the structure wereaestored decayed ribsubstituted metal coveringheets
replaced,andsomeof the quarry tiles which cover the slab were replaced with
originals obtained from reclamation yards

56 Neither the replacement of the kitchen nor of the windows were straightforwkmdjely because of difficulties presented by con-
servation officersin the first case arising from uncoordinated and sequentially contradictory advicén #melsecond arising from a
rejection ofwhat had been agreed when the 1987 extension was constrydteat double glazing could be installéthe helpful
pragmatism of conservation officers in the late 1980s no longer prevailed.

57 Ash ribs replaced thexistingdecayedribs ofash (probably original) and pine (subsequent repairs). Douglas Fir was used for the
uprights and horizontals, replacing poor quality pine, probably estate grown. The metal coating was factory painted, bfiesoon
wards was repainted isitu.
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Since 1985 the garden has changed, although many of its original features remain,
including the foundations and path of the conservatory, the magnificent horn-
beamonthenorthd S&aG AARS 2F GKS fl gys GKS NRBS
north-west bounday (but much reduced in height) and all of the hedges, fences
and gates (although parts of these have had to be replaced, owing to vehicles re-
peatedly driving into them). Apart from the area between the garage and the veg-
etable plot, the old paths remainh& well, capped for some time and containing

a great deal of discarded oil, has been recommissioned as a source of water for
the garden. This is extremely useful when there are water restrictions, as this con-
stitutes a private supply, the use of which @ megulated.

Kitchen

Doorway to outside
porch closed, opening
o breakiast room
made, west facing
window installed c1960

Breakfast Room Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4

Door opening to
lobby moved c1950.
Door to sitting room
remaved c1970

Doorway to lobby Original demolished

removed, new £1950 and not

doorway from new replaced until c1962
winding staircase,
¢1950

Sitting Room

Dining Room

Door to sitting room
removed and hatch
installed c1970

Figure65Plan of house, Bb

Figure 68 Aerial viea2010

i ial Vi Figure67 Aerial view c290
Figure66 Aerial view, c1975 Igu ial view
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Cloak \

Kitchen Rear Lounge
Hall

Utility

Breakfast Room /

Step Up

Sitting Room Dining Room

Hall \
\

Figure70 Plan of house, 2015

Figure 69 The house, 20

Bedroom 4

Bathroom

Back

Bedroom 3 Landing

En-suite

/

Bedroom 1

Bedroom 2
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