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A Pilgrim Song, Thomas Rive, 1968



Mystery, Misery & Munificence

Welcome

to a deep dive into the past!



An Adventure

A Mystery
Life was Tough
The Sherfield Pilgrims & Where They Met
How Sherfield Changed the Law
Where Are We Now?



A Mystery on Sherfield Green

1841 Tithe Map v 1880 OS v 2000 Conservation Area Map

Empty Piddle 1 Orchard Lea

\
ling’s Farm_
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Memories and a Will

1990s Percy Sims (1919-2011) and Bob Bulpitt (1916-2014) mentioned the chapel.
Memories of their grandparents. But no others knew about it.

Donald Rickwood, born in Bowling’s Farm House 1931
“I ploughed the field in the 1950s. ........ but nothing to suggest a building”.

David Fenton owned Bowling’s Farm c1814 to 1831.

A Meeting House mentioned in his Will.




David Fenton (1750-1831)
Rev James Wills (1784-1846)

L

David Fenton: A Scottish Linen Factor of Old Jewry, City of
London; retired to Reading. Very well off.

A very Committed Dissenter — __ }
Broad Street Independent Chapel (City of London) Ee#
Broad Street Chapel (Reading) now waterstones—— '

Son-in-law, Revd James Wills,
London Street Independent Church,
Basingstoke (now URC)

Portico added 16: he Paéladium!



The Mystery

Why was the Meeting House built?
Who used it?
How did it fit into the lives of villagers?

Did Fenton build the Meeting House?
Did Wills preach there?
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Thomas Parker, owned farm 1791-c1814; leased

to local people. Lived in Reading, celebrated for its
Non-conformism. A request to build a meeting

house not at all exceptional.

1810 Survey

Parliament was very Troubled.

Impact of French Revolution (1789-99)
Was Established Church fit for purpose?
Rise of Dissenters and Meeting Houses

Sherfield — Revd John Eyre: “There is
a licenced meeting house for
Calvinistic Methodists, but it is not
supported, nor reqularly attended by
any of the parishioners.”



To understand where we have arrived

Get Ready for some History Revision!



In the 1660s Life got Tough for Dissenters

16th century: Reformation : Turmoil
Protestants challenged the Catholic Church

Henry VIIl, Thomas Cranmer & Thomas Cromwell

17th century : Civil wars

B e ’Liberty of conscience’ of Cromwellian period, encouraging
[ e religious freedom and diversity (whilst persecuting Catholics)

+ B
4

From mid 17th century : The Restoration Charles Il, 1660
The Established Church (Anglican), confronted by

Protestant non-conformity: Quakers, Presbyterians,
Independents (Congregationalists), Baptists, ...........

Royalists were intent on stamping out dissent:
Catholic and Protestant!




Ministers and the Law

Act of Uniformity (1662) All Anglican
clergy forced to accept in full, the Book
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of Common Prayer or be evicted. COMPLEAT cam:cuoN B

, , Az FA&EWELL “SERMONS  fogiilt
The Five Mile Act (1665) Dissenting — Preached by ENEEN
ministers prevented from living in or

visiting any place where they had
previously served as ministers.

The Conventicle Act (1664) Unlawful for more than five people aged 16
and over, besides the household, to be present for religious worship
other than according to the Church of England.

11



Dissenters and the Law

Corporation Act (1661)
Roman Catholics and Non-
Conformists excluded from
holding Official Positions

Elizabethan
recusancy laws
for not attending
church on
Sundays, or for
failing to receive
holy communion
at least once a
year.

Test Acts (1673 & 1678)
anyone holding public
office had to take the

sacraments in an Anglican
Church.

Universities!

Teachers: licences granted
only if they had taken the
Anglican sacrament within

the previous year.
For example, William Cover,

schoolmaster, Hambledon,
licensed 22 December 1762

Schism Act (1714)

- preventing non-

a0 :

| conformists and

' Catholics educating
15,1323 their children in

their own schools.

On the day the Act
was due to take
effect, Queen Anne
died. Her
successor, George |,
did not enforce it.
Repealed in 1719.

12



John Milton (1608-1674)
Author of Paradise Lost
1660 Warrant for
imprisonment and burning of
his works. Went into hiding.
Relieved by a General Pardon,
but then imprisoned; release
secured by influential friends.

Imprisonment

Daniel Defoe (1660-1731)
Satirist, Author of Robinson Crusoe
1702 guilty of Seditious Libel. Three

days in a Pillory and then Prison.

1703 release brokered by Robert

Harley, 1st Earl of Oxford and Earl
Mortimer (Herefordshire)

John Bunyan (1628-1688)
Baptist Preacher, Author of
The Pilgrim’s Progress and hymn
He who would Valiantly be
1660 Imprisonment 12% Years.



Impossible to Impose a Uniform Anglican Faith

Declaration of Indulgence (1672)
Charles Il, licencing of premises for
dissenting services.

Withdrawn in 1673!

Catholic James Il attempted a similar
declaration, but was ousted.

The Glorious Revolution of 1688.

Toleration Act (1688) (William and IVIary) Places of Worship Act (1812) reinforced the
Allowed free worship of Protestant conditions & increased the maximum fee to 2s/6d.

dissenters, although not Catholics. Protestant Dissenters Act (1852)
Registration responsibility of the Registrar of

Births, Marriages and Deaths.

Places of Worship Act (1855)
Registration not mandatory, except for where
marriages were to take place.

Meeting Houses registered on
application to the bishop of the
diocese - a fee of not more than 6d.

14



1702-1750

1751-1800

1801-1822

1823-1844

Meeting House Registrations 1702-1844

Quaker, Preshyterian
Baptist
Other

Preshyterian

Baptist
Independent/Congregational
Methodist, Wesleyan

Other

Baptist
Independent/Congregational
Methodist, Wesleyan

Baptist
Independent/Congregational

Winchester Diocese

Only 20% certificates indicate a denomination

10 20 30 30

40
- Number of certificates

Quaker and Presbyterian did not grow but Baptist endured
Rise of Independent and various Methodist

(Established c1811

] EmWive Methodist

Methodist, Wesleyan, Primitive Methodist Tunstall, nr Stoke upon Trent:

Other

In Hompshire 1833)

“In no English county was this opposition [to Primitive Methodists] more persistent and malignant than in Hampshire.”

15



The Rural Reality
A Spiritual Waste Land

Hampshire in the late 1700s, extremely rural and agricultural, populated largely by
agricultural labourers: “mostly illiterate, living in pitiful conditions,
often close to starvation” — William Cobbett.

Kept in their place by the gentry and
often the parson. Considered too
worldly to benefit from religion. So,
rarely went to church. They were
not wanted there. 16




Basingstoke & the Villages

A Slow Awakening

Mid 1700s. Wesleyans held meetings in
the open. Some toeholds but did not
become established.

Late 1700s A few villagers, inspired by
their own beliefs, by others, and
orators visiting Basingstoke, sought
new opportunities well away from
the Established Church.

But Where could they go? 15



Dissenters’ Meeting House Certificates - 1775; Basingstoke Stirs

Wesleyan services |~ A AT mL e R e . Beech Hill c1715 Bap?
in the open in pER= e YR 5 O B it - o A .
Villages P, BT ' ! 2y /PN S e i 5

’ Stratfield Saye '

) e '}L e B Stratfield Turgis
& \ .', d . ~ ] o P

Hartley
Wespall

.7

: Br&m.ley ‘ K

>

Sherfield on
Loddon

Bold — a Dedicated
Building .

Feint —a Home. Licenses

often very short-lived due e ! >
_ toevictionof tenantsby [ Tl ~ Basingstoke 1763 Ind, c1725 il
. landlords who objected. s ' _ Bap, ?, ?, 1729 Bap, 1740 Ind, 1759
' "~ W, 1763 Ind, 1773 ?, Quakers? K1

1728 Bap

Nearby parishes blue background; Bold a dedicated building, otherwise a house

The Benefice: Sherfield, Bramley, Stratfield Saye, Turgis, Hartley



Dissenters’ Meetmg House Certificates - 1800. Sleepy Villages
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Nearby parishes blue background; Bold a dedicated building, otherwise a house
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Dissenters’ Meeting House Certificates - 1825. An awakening?
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The Meeting House at Bowling’s Farm

Bowling’s Farm Meeting House
1807 Independent

\ @ . E
lé'.@,\» [ ’H,,‘, N < 1810 Calvinistic Methodist
T o (R "b~" - AV . c1835 in decline
e & 2, e =% “

- q-** 1 Meeting house abandoned.
. 1842 Primitive Methodist
.ﬁ},d,,, y K S 1851 Thriving

“ s.éj.

:3 ol MTH
: | "e,i/ o 0 w pos 8 o."‘ / 1866 Congregation moved to
s e |.‘ & : 2 new chapel
o T\ ' 7 s 0 '
- 2y "\*;f/‘i : '\’ 1870s No longer used,
|

"“};B&wh'ny's i -,.,,3 ? ¢ dismantled

v N8 N\~ Primitive Methodist Chapel
1866 Founded
c1970 Services ceased,
abandoned

1986 Replaced by a house Hafod.

Loddon Y 24

When | Survey the Wondrous Cross, Isaac Watts, 1707 (Melody: Rockingham, Edward Miller, 1790) 21



The Pilgrims

Until late 1820s :
Community Action

Six requests for certificates each with four

to nine signatures:
Farm Labourer 7, Farmer 6,
Cordwainer 3, Shopkeeper 2,
Schoolmaster, Carpenter, Poulterer,
Ironmonger, other 6

With support from Ministers
Example, signatures on certificate for the

first meeting house in Sherfield:
House of Daniel David (Wesleyan) 1798

Those with names in bold licensed their
homes as Meeting Houses.

- " wd S SR ’ g . Joeviae - i

e ":;li.Stm,tﬁeld - James Staniford 4y 5 .
Daniel Budd -

Mt Wans

4__,.. John Dollery Jesse Sweetzer Al
"':,:;'i‘:"William Palmer Daniel Sweetzer : J Bramshill ->
B AR AT B R { .~ Thomas Netherclift
St b -~ PR Grven ™ e T
5 T G T T Tel = & Turgis
et . ' "~ George Cannons_}?

7 John ewry

!

| e * g Y Mache
- frogene "L - Tl IO I ot Cris
HI9 oFm —— .".’ L..Ab_ u‘.: :ﬂ - — '4' A» -... 2

#Bramley ThomasKing . | =
.~ Richard Allen

_ John "
A o James Gosling | awrence \ e
iy " John Gosling  James Read '

X
e

" Joel Ham

C

. James lIsley

Joel Staniford William Baker\John James

Daniel David

[

T
S\
“..Sherborne

~Cane
William [ SR Xy
_Taphouse = — 1

Y ;,_‘-John West

 George Jennings oo T

= 'S s ' Tyinamy el ‘
P -

s Ministers ‘

MY Joseph Jefferson-Ind
Andrew Pinnell-Ind v
" RS James Rodway-Bap [
PR Edward Ventham-Wes [B5)

gy e%4 John Coxhead-PM

"_\; SO (T |
LA

| y
d .
" e
=
< S Btk i
v .
7. 1 o
. . ',,..,._ ';f_'
» . _'v‘n ot | | -
0l v .
! -
£
v

.
"

“g1 Edward Bishop-PM -
R Y George Waliis-PM



Ay,

A Sherfield Pilgrim

William Taphouse

Sherfield 1783-1836

When young, first religious conviction came from hearing an
Independent minister in Basingstoke. But “he was checked by
uninformed advisers”, and “lived in perpetual fear of an awful
end to his life”.

1828 Heard the Wesleyans, probably in Basingstoke,
converted, opened his house, became a local preacher.

1833 Opened his house to the Primitive Methodists for
preaching. Evicted!

1835 Opened another house
1835 Preached for the last time, on Sherfield Green
1836 Died, aged 53




Going as to War

Open-air Services Licensing a Home
Fights Harassment
Pitched Battles Eviction
Ridicule No Job ﬂ

A

“At Old Basmg he [John Blde PM M/nster] was thrice

Difficult for :
agricultural knocked down and trampled under foot, until his _EaSIer fol:
lab . persecutors left him, thinking that life was extinct.” 1833. artlsan.s R

abourers in their own

1880s Major riots in Basingstoke

tied cottages :
The Massagainians v The Salvation Army premises

Onward Christian Soldiers, Sabine Baring-Gould, 1865 (Melody: St. Gertrude, Arthur Sullivan, 1871)



c1827 Enter the Professionals

From late 1820s :
Facilitators took the lead — ten certificates in Benefice

Fewer signatures : a Minister and the occupant

Edward Ventham, Umbrella Maker, Winchester,
Wesleyan
- 3 in Benefice

Edward Bishop, North waltham, George Wallis, Andover,
John Coxhead, moreton, Primitive Methodist g /%/ /; i
’ - PR

— 7 in Benefice

25



Requests were simple - 1720s
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This is to certify that | James Kitchener of Basingstoke Richard Willis
Do humbly Desire A certificate According to the Law Bishop of Winchester
for the Exercise of the worship of God in my house 1723-1734

Wm Moth James Kitchener Humble background,
Jn Spencer Devout, Scholarly,
Samuel Starker Evangelical

John Smith 29 words 26



But not 5|mple in the 1800s

Brownlow North
Bishop of Winchester 1781-1820
Privileged upbringing

Influential family

Half brother - Frederick North, PM
Fast track career

Notorious for nepotism, supporting

family members. “Not a good shepherd.”
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TJo the Right Revd Father in God, Brownlow, by divine
permission Lord Bishop of Winchester or to his Vicar
General and official principal.

These are to certify that a newly evected Meeting
House, situate in the Parish of Sherfield, in the County of
Hampshire, and in the Diocese of ‘Winchester, is set apart
and appropriated for Religious worship, for the use of Ais
Majesties protestant Subjects, dissenting from the ChAurch of
England, according to an Act of Parliament made in the
[first year of the Reign of our late Sovereigns King William
and Queen Mary intitled an Act for exempting their
Majesties protestant Subjects dissenting from the CAurch of
England, from the penalties of certain laws; as withess our
hands this 4" day of July in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and seven.

Andrew Pinnell, Minister

Certificate Micl Cane
granted SESAET
July 16. 1807 JoAn Cane
I. R. DReg William Taphouse
JohAn Sewry
Jofin Gosling Bowling’s Farm
e Meeting House
Daniel David

137 words
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But printed forms were available from c1812
Just fill in the spaces!
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Worship, by an Assembly or Congregation of Protestants; and I hereby request you
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52nd. Year of the Reign of his Majesty King George the Third, entitled “An Act
to repeal certain Acts, and amend other Acts, relating to religious Worship and
Assemblies, and Persons teaching and preaching therein;’” and I hereby request a
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wo 17917,

| : Mortimer 1798 Ind
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Sherfield on Loddon
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Monk
Sherborne
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Basingstoke 1763/1801 Ind, 1784 W, 1800 Q,, 1802
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1740 Ind, 1759 W, 1763 Ind, 1773 ?, 1781 W, 1794 Bap,
1825 Ind, 1827 ?, 1833 LHC, 1833 Ind, 1835 ?

Wootton St
Lawrence
1827 ?

Dissenters’ Meeting House Certificates - 1850. An Explosion!

T 1835 PM, 1835 PM,

1831 W, 1798 W, 1828 W, \ ‘ : ]

. Old Basing 1+ ey
. 181072,
18227,
1829 Ind

Beech Hill 1794 Bap \
i~ $ i - : /’

.

v Heckfield 1777 Ind,

1831 ?, 18357

| %
Y Heckheid g

Stratfield Saye 1832 W,

1841 PM

= 4

¢ 2l L 17977
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: @iy % )
/ ¥ . ; 3 ./ Cons
: 5/{‘/ ) ! \?
27 Hartley Wespall '

= 1797 W

| 18357
.

/
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Rotherwick 1827 ?,
1842 ?, 18437
Hook 1837 M?
18167,18197? 4=

By

Newnham 1846 PM,
1827 ?, 1843
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Warnborough
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1814

, Greywell
" 18147,
» 18187

Nearby parishes blue background; Bold a dedicated building, otherwise a house

.. Bramshill

Mattingley -~

29



Breach Lane Chapel (1831-1870)

Breach Lane Chapel N, 'Q/\ b W"o /
1831 chapel, built by |
John Tubb, Breach Farm.
Initially Wesleyan but
c1837 a ‘falling out’.
c1837 not active? e
c1842 Independent with 'ﬁtl(

Baptist influence q

1851 Very popular / OJ

N 33 o A :
0”8'“3\\ g3y Present A 1854 Ownership passed to

Information on design awaited

| Clyépe Chapel. / ,

| niece of Mrs Tubb

| o’< W R ﬁu//mf 3 ];?1[)(’[ 1870 Board of T 1883 Renovation (gallery, pulpit &
I’ \ / DRI G TUsiEes pews removed; replaced by platform

& benches)

30
Amazing Grace, John Newton, 1772 (Melody: New Britain, William Walker, 1829)
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1851 Religious Census

Concerned with places of worship, churches, chapels and meeting houses; ignored private homes.

Attendances All Services, Sunday 30t March 1851 — a very wet day

Parish Independent | Primitive Population

Church of Methodist | 1851

England (Breach Lane) | (Bowling’s | (attend/pop)

Farm)
Sherfield 90 @ 191 615 (0.89) Fewer than usual
Stratfield Saye 440 611 (0.72) E‘;fa“vze:r:;f:a‘j;tﬁg;“g to
On account of the weather, lower

Bramley 333 495 (0'67) than usual attendance
Hartley Wespall 280 353 (0.79)
Stratfield Tu rgis 114 245 (0.47) Large number of children arrived

so wet, sent straight back home

31



masomssioe BrEAch Lane Chapel (1871 onwards)

1870 Trustees steer towards
Baptist. Henry Jackson — c1836
onwards, Shopkeeper in
Sherfield, Very Influential.
1924 Chapel rebuilt

(Jackson Memorial Chapel)
2027 Despite some breaks in
the early 2000s

: Baptist Services continue

e e g———

{o:'f herfield on
; Loddg#

White Har
(P

J

"o'r'igin_'af\ | :‘3 prer I Important Rp{e in the community: examples:
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So, what did people gain from
attending these chapels?

Thoughts

Freedom from hierarchy & rigid expectations

‘ -f-j‘%, 5 Socialisation and a new society & way of life
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Christ whose glory fills the skies, Charles Wesley, 1740 (Melody: Heathlands, Henry Thomas Smart, 1866) 33



Non-Conformist Chapels - 1900. Maturity
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Brethren Meeting Room
(Plymouth/Christian Brethren)

The Meeting Room \\ & _' | Wo.yl" L
c1870 Brethren met in a D Y W
shoemaker’s workshop . Y
1875 Baron Pigott joined VA ) waPfT SO\
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Sunday School, community

activities, Lunch Club, .

Evergreens etc continued. ¥ ,' o
1987 Building needed

renovating. Sold, converted "}( Bowling's Farm
to a house (Goddards Hall).
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Brethren, We have met to Worship, George Atkins, 1819 (Melody: Holy Manna, William Moore, 1825) >



How a Death in Sherfield Changed the Law

Lord Justice Arthur Gillery Pigott
of Sherfield Hill House

Lawyer, MP Reading 1860-63, Baron of the Court of Exchequer 1863
Became a Plymouth Brethren 1875

Died 27™" April 1875: heart attack caused by a fall from horse.
Buried in Parish Churchyard a day later

The family refused the obligatory Anglican burial rights. A confrontation and fracas ensued.
The press were out in force. “He was buried with indecent haste”.

The Revd Alfred Gresley Barker sued Pigott’s son under the Brawling Act - fined a nominal £1.

William Gladstone, PM, very disturbed by this high-profile case.
Against much opposition, the Burial Laws Amendment Act (1880) allowed the saying of rights

other than Anglican, over the grave in the Parish churchyard.
Funeral March, Frédéric Chopin, 1837 36



Where Are We Now?



Non-Conformist Chapels 2026.
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New or Indirect or Combined Descendents Open Baptist, Methodist (Oakridge, St. Andrews),
Many others including Community, Ecumenical, Pentecostal, Evangelical, Charismatic, Gospel

Established prior 1900 (Denomination at 1900 shown)! Blue established since 1900. Ceased?
Incomplete especially for Basingstoke — not least because of Impact of Redevelopment of town centre
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Catholic Churches 2026
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c1800 the few Catholics in Basingstoke took Mass at Woolhampton (12 miles);
c1850 priest from Woolhampton said Mass in homes, and later at Jasmine Cottage, Sarum Hill and “The Wagon and Horses”



Mystery, Misery & Munificence

The Mystery Chapel - revealed
much more than ever
bargained for: A history of
protestant dissent; and the
first big step in establishing
Non-conformism in the
villages directly north of
Basingstoke.

Sherfield: Three chapels.

\
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Mystery, Misery & Munificence

The Mystery Chapel - revealed |

much more than ever
bargained for: A history of
protestant dissent; and the
first big step in establishing
Non-conformism in the
villages directly north of
Basingstoke.

Sherfield: Three chapels.
Breach Lane Baptist Chapel
The only remaining link in
Sherfield to a golden age of
significant and sustained
advances in society and belief.
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Munificence
The contribution of those who
despite the personal risks,
worked across denominational,
village and social boundaries, and

Mystery, Mlsery & Munificence

The Mystery Chapel - revealed
much more than ever %
bargained for: A history of & “EhRe
protestant dissent; and the '
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villages directly north of T RY LT e ministers, built a new way of
B Ssingstokd & 2 P being’, and a new society.
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Sherfield: Three chapels.
Breach Lane Baptist Chapel
The only remaining link in
Sherfield to a golden age of
significant and sustained
advances in society and belief. N



Mystery, Misery & Munificence

The Mystery Chapel - revealed
much more than ever
bargained for: A history of
protestant dissent; and the
first big step in establishing
Non-conformism in the
villages directly north of
Basingstoke.

Sherfield: Three chapels.
Breach Lane Baptist Chapel
The only remaining link in
Sherfield to a golden age of
significant and sustained
advances in society and belief.

\

Munificence
. Il The contribution of those who
= ) ' despite the personal risks,
S worked across denominational,
~~ wa village and social boundaries, and
i) with the encouragement of
St GhdedC S d  ministers, built a new way of
: ‘being’, and a new society.

£

Agricultural labourers could no longer be taken for
granted nor kept in their place. They created a new
society in which many could thrive.

A life of Misery was no longer inevitable.
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Mystery, Misery & Munificence

Body and Soul
Misery and Mystery:
in Sherfield Old

Forgotten History
of Pilgrims bold
and their Victory

Thank goodness for Breach Lane Chapel!

He who would Valiant be, John Bunyan, 1684, (Melody: Monks Gate, 1905, traditional arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams) 44
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Sherfield History Group

The extensive information gathered by the Group can be
found at:

https://tinyurl.com/2s3vsftt

This evening’s presentation will be posted there tomorrow,
along with supporting information.

An announcement including this link, will be made on
Facebook - Sherfield on Loddon Remembered.


https://tinyurl.com/2s3vsftt
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