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Music: A Pilgrim Song, Thomas Rive, 1968



Local History and Family History Research

has never been easier

There is an amazing amount of information on the
Internet

Freely available

Detailed accounts of individuals, explanation of the
development of institutions, and description of events

Research carried out by others

Commentaries, particularly on politics, economics,
society and the world of work

Through subscription services

Genealogy — such as Ancestry
Newspaper Archives

ancestry

The British
NEWSPAPER

Archive




Maps & Estate Plans

Old Maps, including Ordnance Survey maps,

&y are freely available on the web.
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Genealogy services provide more
than you might expect!

Birth, Marriages, Deaths
Census Information

Electoral Roles

Court Proceedings

Probate Records, Wills

Tax Information

Family trees compiled by others

And lots more
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Newspaper Archives open up New Worlds

Reports on events as they happened and

about the key figures
e County Mirror - Wednesday 27 October 1858 < fP

RITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

re Chronicle - Saturday 30 May 1857 < | Pagesc

JRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Cousty BeExcH, Wednesday.—{Before W. L. Sclater
and W. W. Chute, Esqrs.)—John Fabry, innkeeper, of
'Bherfield-upon-Loddon] was summoned on the informa-
‘tion of Superintendent White, of the Hants Constabu-
lary, for having in his possession unjust pint measures.
Defendant stated that the pints had before been mea-
‘sured by former superintendents. Fined 17s. 6d., in-
elndine costs.

bserver - Saturday 11 August 1883

I'HE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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SHERFIKILLD-ON-LODDON,

Re-oPEXING oF BrEacH LaNe CHAPEL —Special re-
opening services of the Breach Lane Chapel were held on
onday, whcn sermons were preached, in the afternoon
by the Rev. H. Barron, of Basingstoke, and in the even-
ing by the Rev. W. Anderson, of Reading. On each
occasion the chapel was crowded. About 200 persons
E:ook of tea, iucluding friends from Rudiog and
ingstoke. The chapel was erected in 1831 by the late
Mr. John Tubb, of Breach Farm, and has now thor-
oughly renovated, the uncomfortable bhigh-backed pews
being re-placed by open benches, the pulpit by a con-
venient platform, and the gallery has been removed, thus
entirely changing the internal appearance of the place.
The cost has been £150, towards which about £135 has
been received. Mr. W. 1. Palmer gave £10, the family
of the late Mr. Henry Jackson £65, and smaller sums
have been mmly contributed by many friends. It is
hoped the will be fortheoming in order that the
may be unburdened by debt. A neat iron fence

will be erected outside, and some shruhs planted, which
v;‘l: glmtly improve the external appearance of the
chapel.




Even books and other people
have a part to play!

Advised by whatever might emerge from
searching the web

Relevant Books can be selected more easily
than in the past.

Mostly, they are very reasonably priced

Plumbing the depths of memories of others

Family and friends (Family History)
Key players and old timers (Local History)




A Very Good Read Indeed

BASINGSTOKE REINVENTED Basingstoke Reinvented, 1800-1925: from
1800 -1925

from Agricultural Town to Manufacturing Centre Ag ri c u It u ra I Tow n to M a n u fa Ct u ri n g Ce nt re'
edited by Jean Morrin

University of London and the VCH
Hampshire Trust, £15.99

edited by Jean Morrin

Not available at Waterstones!!

Best to order online




Recent
Sherfie

Presentations by

d History Group

February 2023

An Extraordinary Legacy
The fascinating history of Bowling’s Farm and its surroundings

May 2023

The Secret Railway in the Woods
By Christopher Hegg & Laurence Bindley

May 2024

The History of Sherfield School

By Zoe Weddon

May 2025

Bombs over Sherfield

Stories from Childhood of WWII
A presentation for the 80th Anniversary of VE Day, 2025



Sherfield History Group

The extensive information gathered by the Group can be
found at:

https://tinyurl.com/2s3vsftt

This evening’s presentation will be posted there tomorrow,
along with supporting information.

An announcement including the link, will be made on
Facebook - Sherfield on Loddon Remembered.


https://tinyurl.com/2s3vsftt

Sherfield School 1939

This presentation is based on a photograph of
pupils at Sherfield School in 1939 supplied by
Donald Rickwood, and his memories and those of
his wife, Ursula, of the names of fellow pupils, and
where these lived. Both Donald and Ursula were
born and bred in Sherfield, where they lived until
the mid-1980s.
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The information on pupils’ home addresses has
been supplemented by material from the ‘1939
Register’, compiled due to the onset of war and
used for preducing National Identity Cards.

For further information please contact:
PeterLansiey@ManagementReality.com



Sherfield School 1939

ROW 6 - BACK ROW

?  Phoebe Finch Doris Butler

Wildmoor
ROWS5&4 |

Roy Bullpit,. Maurice Bill
Southern Cottoges mmm Bourke

,'Q(lij The Green New House Form  Devanshire

newr Greenway Sponish Green Cattoges
¥ Greenway

Bramiey Green

Sam Naylor

Beagdgen.
Bramiey Road

Delphine Daisy Belcher Joan Betty Mann Mary Fulford
‘Dellie’ Bramiey Green Boothby? Bromiey Green  Bramley Green
Ham Lance Levy
Oakionds Cottoges
Bramley Road
Eric Percy Harry Nash Alan Pitman  JohnSmith Robert = Norman
Lance Levy The Cricketers  Folly Farm Woods Pearman
Cottoges Turgis Green Bramley Wildmoor Manor Cottage
Green Reoding Road §

Arthur Painter Mary

Bromley Green Hews
Redlonds

Ursula Cork ?
South View
Comtoges

facing The

Green, behind
The Shop

Norman Robert Scott
‘Bowie’ South View Cottoges

Woods facing The Green,
behind The Shop

Marjory Rosemary Margaret

Evelyn  Betty
Woods? Boothby? Alford  Smith Barraclough
Wildmoor Lance Levy Rombler Folly Farm The Hoven

Cottoges  View Bramiey  Bramiey Road  Elmside
Greenway Green



Sherfield School 1939

ROW 3

4

> Velma Moor
Bramley Green

ROW 2 & 1 FRONT ROW

Beryl Smith
Gravelmead
The Green*

Pat Ball
Rectory Cottage
Reading Road §

Vera Butler ?
Bramley Green

Sylvia Percy
Winton
Cottages
The Green*

Joan Moor
Hartley Wespall
Lane

Pat Holdaway Grace Scott

Cornwall
Cottoges
Greenway

Cecil Bullpit
Church End

Dawn Smith
South View Cottage:  Gravelmead

focing The Green. 1.0 Green®
behind The Shop

Ronnie Butler
Lily Mill Farm

Donald Rickwood
Sherfield Court
Farm, The Green*

Frederick
‘Ginger’
Woods
Wildmoor

George Malcolm
Armstrong Alford
Reading Rambler View
Road N Greenway

David Locock Reggie Woods
Sanquillo Elmside

Cottages in field which is now
Church End Northfield Road



1939 National Register of all inhabitants of Sherfield

U SEd to p rOd uce _ , _ ) __Registration District P
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Sherfield History Group

Please let us know if you are researching the history of some
aspect of Sherfield, or nearby:

a farm, a building, a street, a field
an individual, a family

rural life in general

a specific aspect of rural life



These people play an important part in tonight’s story.
Do you know any of their descendants?

Richard Allen
James Gosling
John Gosling
Joel Ham
James llsley
Thomas King
John Lawrence
James Read
Joel Staniford
John West

Shoemaker

Shoemaker (son of James)

Carpenter & Wheelwright
Labourer

Labourer

Labourer

Farmer

Farmer

Labourer

born 1796 Bramley
born 1768 Bramley, died 1844 Monk Sherborne
born 1793 Bramley, died 1870 Monk Sherborne
born 1799 Bramley

Born 1772 Sherborne St John

Lived in Bramley in 1830s and 1840s

Lived in Bramley in 1820s

Lived in Bramley in 1820s

Born 1801 Mortimer

Born 1781 Bedhampton, married 1819 Bramley



These people play an important part in tonight’s story.
Do you know any of their descendants?

Lived in Sherfield, Hartley Wespall & Stratfield Turgis

Sherfield

William Baker
Daniel David
William Taphouse
Hartley

Michael Cane

Mcl Cane

John James Cane
Turgis

George Cannons

John Sewry

Property owner
Labourer?

Labourer then Poulterer

Farmer
Labourer (son of Michael)

Farmer (son of Michael)

Farmer

Labourer?

Born 1760 Sherfield, died 1829 Sherfield
Married 1770 Sherfield
Born 1783 Sherfield, died 1836 Sherfield

Born 1739 Heckfield
Born 1764 Hartley
Born 1777 Hartley

Born 1796 Stratfield Turgis, Married in Bramley
Died 1836 Stratfield Turgis



These people play an important part in tonight’s story.
Do you know any of their descendants?

Lived in Stratfield Saye, Sherborne St John & Basingstoke

Stratfield
Daniel Budd
John Dollery

William Palmer
James Staniford
Jesse Sweetzer
Daniel Sweetzer
Sherborne
George Jennings
Basingstoke

Sam Toomer

Labourer
Labourer?
Grocer & Chandler
Labourer
Baker & Shopkeeper

Schoolmaster

I[ronmonger?

Born 1793 Stratfield Saye
Born 1801 Stratfield Saye
Born 1776 Stratfield Saye
Born 1799 Mortimer

Born Stratfield Saye, Died 1843 Stratfield Saye
Born 1787 Stratfield Saye, Died Stratfield Saye

Born 1792 Sherborne St John, Died 1863 Sherborne

Born 1787 Basingstoke



See how the Parishes have grown?

Population 1801 & 1851 v 2011 & 2021

5000
4500
4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
" m. m.
0
Bramley Sherfield (& Sherfield  Stratfield Saye Turgis and Hartley
Park)

H1801 m 1851 ®m2011 w2021



How far on foot from Sherfield?

Destination Distance miles .
- For centuries most people walked.

Hartley Wespall 1.5 Two hours not uncommon.
Bramley 1.9
Stratfield Turgis 2.0
Stratfield Saye 3.1 (2 hours or more)
Sherborne St John 5.5

(90 minutes to 2 hours) Tadley 75
Old Basing 38 Woolhampton 10.7
Mortimer 4.7
Newnham 4.8
Silchester 49 In days gone by, probably there
Beech Hill 4.9 were shorter routes.

Basingstoke 5.0
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This Evening’s talk starts at Orchard Lea

1" R '_'I

Start here to sample | &/ = Ai%ﬁ

Sherfield’s very rich S MIET 7
Heritage. N K \

Sherfield on Loddon \

See the nearby
houses facing
Sherfield Green and
walk on the
Pilgrims’ Path

Music: Thaxted (I vow to thee my country) Gustav Holst, 1921



1 Orchard Lea



In a Piddle

Piddle, 13t century
— 20" century, a
patch of land of
uncertain
dimensions, but
always small, and
usually enclosed.

Piddle, piddell, pightle
pighell, pykel, pightell,
pykkyll, pickell.




Rose Cottage

Facing Orchard Lea.
On maps dating from
mid 1700s but
probably older.

| Not a listed building
gL e . but recognised by

T experts as “notable”.

Now go down Goddard’s
Lane or using the old name,
The Cast, to the next house.



The “Room”

Built in 1875 for Sherfield’s
- Plymouth/Christian
Brethren.
Services ceased in 1975
but Sunday School and
e " community activities
e . _g continued until 1987.
' | e SR Now known as
Goddards Hall.

At the bus shelter opposite,
take bridge over the ditch



You are now on The Pilgrims’ Path

Bus shelter
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The Pilgrims’ Path — old, established, much used for well over two centuries,

not least on Sundays to walk to the Methodist Chapel and beyond



Turn round - early Victorian homes of agricultural
workers, Greenway Corner, and a Beer Seller

il

e

Southern Cottages Greenway The Globe



Greenway Corner

Now head along the Pilgrim’s Path towards the Weeping Willow



God or Mammon?

On reaching their destination, many Sunday
Pilgrims would kneel in silent prayer.

Since 2018 those following in their footsteps
have also fallen on their knees; to crawl
under the rails of a fence, no doubt
muttering oaths in tribute to the Parish
Council’s disdain for the significance of this

centuries-old path. Cross the bridge next to the Weeping Willow, admire the
view across the cricket green. Then look behind you.



Court Farm House

Aka Bowling’s Farm House ;ﬁ,

Rebuilt ¢c1800 Listed Grade Il

Farm probably existed in
Stuart, even Tudor, times

Last Working Farm on
Sherfield Green




Bowling’s Farm House

Francis Vingoe, 1903




King’s Barn

P e "‘”‘;\"" gy e
Formerly the blg barn of Bowllng s Farm.
Timbers dated to Stuart, possibly Tudor, times
Reconstruction consistent with original C16/C17 Barn



"""

Community Project, 1970s

A tribute to the imagination, planning and commitment
of those who made these facilities a reality.

The product of that effort is an inheritance for current and future generations to enjoy

Skirt round the left of the Pavilion to follow the Pilgrim’s Path
Music: Angelus, George Joseph, 1987



Concrete and Metal Garage

Shed and Storage Area,
Parish Council 2019

What will future

generations
think of this?

Walk to the road in front of the Plantation



The Plantation

Built 1947, exemplars of immediate post-war Rural Social Housing.

So proud was the village of these homes that postcards of them
were sold in the Village Post Office well into the 1980s.

Continue along Plantation Road



Winton Cottage
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Cl16/C17,
Listed Grade |l

Fascinating
witness of life
and changes in

BRIITIRRIRT LL the parish, of its
ST L LRl S occupants and
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Continuing on the Pilgrim’s Path there are several more houses



Not quite Journey’s End

L R Y EEEWY |

|| |

Summerfield C1919 _ Hafod c1986 (on the site of
Impressive Edwardian villa the Methodist Chapel)

Our tour ends here, but onwards lies not Santiago but
Church End and, eventually, Basingstoke.



The Pilgrim’s Path

W?\}ﬁ In use for over two centuries.

a\«. 205 81
Much ‘traffic’ on Sundays,

 to and from the village.




The Pilgrim’s Path

Although whole families would attend
Services at the Methodist Chapel, mothers
and children would go together, with
fathers following about ten minutes later.

Why?
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