
A Panorama of 500 years of 
Sherfield’s Agricultural Heritage

Revealed by the homes of its residents

From Winton Cottage to Greenway

These ‘background’ slides and the presentation will be available after this evening – details later 
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Winton Cottage:
C16/C17, 
Grade II Listed

Fascinating 
witness of life 
and changes in 
the parish and
of its occupants 
and their trades



The Plantation, 1947

Rural social housing. Exemplary design
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King’s Barn, formerly the barn of Bowling’s Farm. 
Reconstructed barn consistent with original C16/C17 Barn

Timbers dated to Stuart, possibly Tudor times
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Court Farm House

Grade II Listed

Late Georgian or Regency

Formerly –

Bowling’s Farm House
rebuilt c1800

Farm probably existed in
Stuart, even Tudor times

Last Working Farm on 
Sherfield Green



Goddard’s Lane, formerly the Cast Road, most houses early Victorian

pre 1850, Some much older, such as Rose Cottage

Homes of agricultural workers through the ages
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The Greenway Corner 
A place of history and 

mystery
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Cricket Green & Pavilion, 1970s

Parish Council-led Community Project

Considerable Community Buy-in from residents, local organisations, farms & estates

A tribute to the imagination, planning and commitment 
of those who made these facilities a reality 
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Concrete Shed and Storage Area, 2019

What will future generations 
treasure about this Concrete 
and Metal Garage?



Today’s Panorama!!

The most prominent 

structure seen from 

outer space



Bowling’s Farm House
= Court Farm House

There is History Everywhere

These ‘background’ slides and the presentation will be available after this evening – details later 



Farms close to Sherfield Green, early 1800s
Only Bowling’s
was an 
independent 
farm.

Sherfield Green: 
Only Common 
Land now left in 
the Parish, 16 
acres out of 114 
acres in 1800s. 

Still subject to 
the Commons 
Acts as well as 
Town & Country 
Planning Acts.



Plan of house c1810 - c1831



Plan of house c1831 – c1882

c1831
c1831

c1831

House 
c1810



A Farm for Sale
Auction Notices 1882 & 1891



Plan of house c1882- c1950

c1884

c1884

c1884

Became scullery/kitchen
c1930s Lean-to 

built c1895

Doorway to 
Conservatory 
blocked up 
c1892

House 
c1810



Fireplaces 
mostly 1883

Original surrounds with             1883 Dark slate surround & Hoop Insert
1883 Hoop Inserts & Mouldings      1986 Re-marbled; stove & tiles added

Original Fireplace 1800
Stove removed c1975

Originally all fire surrounds were similar to this –
two vertical & one horizontal planks and a shelf.

1883 - Dining & Sitting Room - replaced with 
slate/stone surrounds; Bedrooms - mouldings 

applied – reeding, roundels etc.



Original Front Door 

1883 Some internal 
doors replaced, 

possibly all. 

Doors 
mostly 1883 or earlier

1883 Wellington knocker & Letterbox added
1883 Doorcase extended

1893 Top panel glazed 

1883 Architraves and Mouldings added 
throughout house 



The Wellington Knocker
1883 or earlier

Invented in 1814 by David Bray, 
ironmonger, Leicester Square, London, 
to celebrate Wellington’s victory at Elba.

The Hand of Wellington grasping the 
Wreath of Victory, and the Baton of a 
Field Marshal.

The Lion’s face - British Valour
overpowering Tyranny and Usurpation, 
by striking on the breast of its bitterest 
enemy, the French Eagle.



The Dusons
History is everywhere

“We had all types of apple trees in the Orchard, including Dusons*”

Hambledon Deux Ans

An 18th Century cooking apple from Hampshire, 
popular in the Victorian era. It can store for up to two 
years, but was almost eradicated after the arrival of 
refrigeration.

Origin: Hampshire UK, 1750

Pollination: Hambledon Deux Ans is a self-sterile 
triploid, so requires a pollinator.

Probably planted in the Orchard c1885.

*A commonly used spelling in Georgian and Victorian 
times (referenced by Elizabeth David)



Bowling’s Farm House
Francis Vingoe, 1903



Gilbert and Julia Palmer, c1910



The Glasshouse c1935

The vine was planted c1885. 
In the 1930s, the grapes were grown for Sherfield Court. 



The Corrugated Fence

There was a corrugated fence between the garden and the farmyard. Probably built 
by the Palmers c1895 to stop dust from the farm blowing into the garden and 
house, and maybe to deter rats.

The present fence and Laurel bushes which replaced it, date from the mid 1930s.

The hedge bordering the Green is much older.



Wills: A Pioneering Farmer

Marrow Stem Kale: Suttons’ Farmers Year book for 1935 



Other Sherfield farmers were also Innovative

Mangolds grown by James Bowden of Lance Levy Farm: Suttons’ Farmers Year book for 1935 

Local farmers would 
have had good links 
with Suttons based in 
Reading 



The Boiler Room c1935
Cast iron coal 

range, used in 

summer for 

cooking 

Primus stove, 

for brewing tea

Two burner 

Rippingille

stove, for 

boiling water in 

a kettle for a 

‘wash down’

Ewbank

mangle

Spare candles, candle holders, a tin 

of Flit and a Flit gun, boots and shoes.

Lead pump 

with a long 

iron handle

Stone 

glazed sink 

Cast iron tub 

(like a 

copper) for 

heating 

water

Large cast 

iron bath on 

claw feet 

with a 

wooden lid

Thorley Cattle 

Feed box, 

storing 

medicines for 

cattle and iodine 

for treating cuts.

Built c1885 for heating water for the dairy, 

(no foundations, ½ brick walls), which 

linked to the kitchen. Some of the items 

which would have been found there:-



Some Tools of the Trade

Humane 
Cattle 
Killer

Chicken Egg Incubator

Nose ring pliers         Bull Ring       Bulldogs
(nose leads for young bulls)



Boyhood years of Donald and Alistair Rickwood



The First Vyne Hunt after WWII
as seen from Court Farm



Plan of house c1950 - c1962

Replaced 
c1950

Bedroom 4
Demolished 

c1950

c1950

c1884-
c1958

House 
c1810



1973



Plan of house 1962-1985

House 
c1810



1997



Plan of house 2009-present

House 
c1810



c2010



Anyone for Cricket?


